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er had, lived 2 young Noble- 
Wy man <qually illuſtrious for his Vir- 
” ties, and the Grandeur of his 
The Count of Berc is the Name 

I ſhall give him here. His Perſon was genteel 
elegant, his Manners ſoft and infinuating. 
. ; 1 bigh ſteem for his Valour ; 


bl — W 


tubes oh be eaſily imagined, the Count of | 


ws 


d n Hillenof the, Cheu, des Auen . 
$60 ſuch Advantages of. Nature and For- 


Berci could not be unſucceſsful in a well- 


. 


d Paſſion: nor indeed was he ſuffered to | 
fgh long for. the Davghter of the 
4 Saint - Sauveur, whom he demanded in 
Marriage- The Marquis approved of his Ad- 
dreſſes, and the young Lody ve 1 bim her 
_ without 1 


' The Count and Counteſs of Berci paſſed 4 
the firſt Years of their Marriage in the chaſte * 
Pleaſures. of a tender Unjon, The Count 
negleted no Opportunity to procure for: his | 
Wife all thoſe Amuſements, which it is natu- | 


ral for Perſons of her Sex and Years to be 


by any of thoſe Diſguſts — 


fond of: and the Counteſs, on her Side, made 
it her chief Care to merit his Eſteem by an 


exact and prudent Conduct, and preſerve his 


Love by 2 Softnels and Attention to pleaſe, | 
Hymen laviſhed on this amiable Pair his 
choiceſt Favours: their Love, ab tender 
and fincere, was always uniform * conſtant, 


hs 
hes fol ; 

” - 

2 


neither embittered with Jealouſy, 


low the Poſſeſſion = what we ha 
n deſired, — d _ me 
| 172 2 


6677 r. 
The Chevalier des E ſars happened to ſee the 


Counteſs of Berci one Evening at the. Play: 


to ſee her, and to love her veith the moſt ar- 


dent Paſſion, was the ſame Thing The Che- 


ralier's Birth was noble ; his Face, tho beau ; 


1 — . 
$37 4 


Da 4 nets 4 


of a Court. His early Valour had made bim 


'F 2 oy rw mw cor FF 


— it was that unclouded Reaton, 1 


1 ne F * a 4 of Beret. ay 3 


his Perſon; tho emi inently y genteel, tee was bold 


and manly; to the frank and eaſy Mannern 
of a Soldier, he joined the poliſhed: 


remarkable in Europe, and the following Pages 
of this Hiſtory will forniſh” ſuch amazing 
Proofs of his Courage as would tranſcend Be- 
lief, if the Hiſtories of paſt Ages; 


had net 
given Credibility to the Exploits of thoſe He- 
roes who filled the World with their Glory 
and their Virtues. / | 4 ee 


The Chevalier des Eſars was then in his 

thirtieth Year, and the Counteſs of Berri 

juſt tamed of 'eighteen, Her Stature was tall, 

her Shape enſy und delicate, her Complexion 

fine and animated, her Eyes were large, black, 

and full of Fire; all the Features of her Face 

were regular and charming; a thouſand name- 

leſs Graces were diffuſed over her whole 

Form, and captivated the Heart of every Be- 

holder; Vet this Perſon, lovely as it was, 

- > — — — had a fine 
nderſtanding , cultivated by Reading and 

Reflexion;-'a Wit livel and — 2 

noble and generous Mind, and a Sweetneſs 

in her Manners that ſecured all thoſe Hearts U 

which the Charms of her Perſon had firſt ſur- + 

But truly admirable as all theſe Qua- 


that ſolid Virtue, that noble Fortitude; and 
that blameleſs Conduct, which ſhe conſtantly 
maintained even in 


T 


4 The Hiſtory of the Che 4 er. 
She was early taught, that Beauty, when not 
accompanied by Virtue and the brig 75 
of che Mind, could never hope ſor: the 
of wiſe and "good Men, whoſe Eyes i 

pleaſed, but could not extend its acbence 4 


| * tas Heart: and that the greateſt p =p Ad- 


de, If not ſtrengthened by Virtue, were 
the mofacal Gifts, that Nature could diſpenſe, 


. The Counteſs of Berci felt! all the Force 
of theſe Maxims ; ſhe received and lodged: 
them in her Heart, and regulated by them 


the whole Conduct of ber Life; and if 
ſhe, at felt ſome Senfvidifity for the 
Paſſion of the Chevalier des # ars, ſhe fe- 


ſtrained it withio ſuch ſtrict that . 
never endangered her Virtue ; and by 

prudent Con uct ſhe changed the m ime 
petuous Man in the World: into the met 
Rm and ſubmiſſive Lover that ever was, 


© But it is now Time to return 16 the [ke 
valier des Efſars. At the firſt ot of 8 

Counteſs of Berci her Charms tn 
Imprefion upon his Heart, he was ſo Sho; 
engroſed by them, that he was 3 to 
all Things elſe, nor could be give a 1 85 
ments Attention to any other e © 
the 


the Play was ended, be eager] 

Name of that rg fir One? and 

Gal to. fad he might love her 01985 
8. He returned home full of ples 4 

: à new. and ſweet' Diſorder | 

How altered in a few Hours { He was 


e e wheſe- Soul WI 


7 4 * 
A F 2 


then, 


| et Be Omni of Be =. 
then, dad been acceſſible to no. other Paſhov 
bu The Image of the Conuntels, of 
Berci Took Full Poſleion .of his Brraſt, and 
dhe of her Heart was the, only Am. 
dition he was now ſenſible of. Oh. 22255 
Love! how in a Mocont, doll, 


mpire, in our Sovls, * ſu a Gr 
oth "ne Falten. 


joiced to find. that the bjet of his; Paſſion 
had been fi 


Her being married 
2 which gave him 255 2 — Per- 
= v6 he even mary Efforts 10 van- 
is hew-born Lo — 4 DiG- 


- pation, and the 4 of his Friends 
might perhaps have rendered thoſe Efforts 
effeftual ; but he, on the contrary, delivered 
himſelf 7 to 5, 96rd and converſing only 
with his own Thoughts, his Reaſon became 
ſubjected. to his Love : he flattered. himlelf 
tha — 1 — love are 22 Yiſ- 
nation ſi a vain 

4 10 s, and Leaving it to Time and For- 
y, he abandoned him- 
iolence of his 2 


1 


E þ 
* _ 


6 The Hiflaryof the Cb. dn Ears 

it un Honour to be ranked among the parti. 
cular Friends of the Chevalier der £ffars, and 
met his Advances with ſuch Eagerneſs, that 


in a ſhort Time they became ' inſeparable. 


100 J 11492 1 4 * 3 . Fg 22. 


FThe Count of Berci was continual] — 


to his Wiſe of the great Merit uf che Cher 


valier: he made one in all their Parties of 


Pleaſure. The Counteſs, to pleaſe — Lord, 
took all Opportunities of ſhewing the eſpect 
and Eſteem the had for him; — the Cheva- 


lier atfirſt only-diſcovered a profound Venera- 


tion ſor the/Counteſs : but his . — gaining 
daily ne- Force by the fre tuni- 
ties he had of ſeeing the ject of 
it, it was with the utmoſt Difficalty he con 
cealed the Secret of his Heart; and, weary of 
the intolerable Reftraint, he refolved to ſeize 
the firſt favourable Moment to reveal his Love 
without giving the Count any Suſpicion : _ 


this Deſign exiployeds all * e ee 
In effect, it was Ait a6pxecute= 
but what will not a er attempt, who 


lives in the moſt — Uncertaigty of his 
Fate? The Chevalier, to prevent giving the 
Count any Suſpicions, had at firſt ated 
all his Actions, his Words, and even his 
Looks, with amen Prudence that 
eſeaped him in his Preſence which could dit 
cover his real Sentiments: he was neither 


a Mean, that his Behaviour had not the leaſt 
Appearance of Artifice, or Affectation. The 
nt and Chevalier were always together, 
13 a and 


too free, not too reſerved, and kept ſo juſt 


du the Gumteſ⸗ n N. 7 
and every was diſtin . with ſome 
— oye Aſſemblies, Tournaments; 
Running at the Ring, each had a Place in 
this Circle of Pleafures. The two Friends 
were always the Challengers in every Tour- 
nament, and never failed to give the moſt 


ann of their Valour and Decay. 


vin Fore Times the French Nobility weed 
paſſionately fond of all thoſe Diverſions which 
at firſt were inſtituted in Honour of the Ladies. 
The Prizes,which the Victors always received 
from their Hands, was à Spur to their Emula- 
tion: and early incited them to form theinſelves 
for all thoſe'Exerciſes' which it became every 
Nobleman to be ſkilfal in. But Tourna- 
ments, which are natural Repreſentations of 
Battles, however proper ight be to in- 
ſtruct the young Nobility in the military Art, 


| were notwithſtanding aboliſhed in France, as 


being thought too dangerous. No one can 
be ignorant of the fatal Accident that hap- 
pened to Henry the Second, one of our Kings, 
who'died of a Wound he received in a Tour- 
nament, in the forty firſt Year of his Age, 
and the thirteenth of his Reign. Tourna- 
ments and Running at the Ring were till in 
Uſe in the Times Fack ſpeaking of, and they 
were the moſt ſplendid and moſt noble Amule- 
ments in the Court of our Kings. I hope the 
Reader will pardon this ſhort „ the 
ſucceeding Part of this Hiſtory will, ſhew the 


Neceſſity 
noble F 


B 4 | The 


of it. Dr 1 


The Count of Berci had à Taſte for 


was always with him either at his Houſe, or 
at ſome public Diverſion, after which, till the 
Hour of Supper arrived, they amuſed them- 
felves with walking in ſome of thoſe en- 
chanting Gardens which conſtitute one of the 


chief Pleaſures of Paris, The charming 


Counteſs made one in all their Parties. The 


Chevalier would have thought them inſipid 
without her Preſence : but {till no Opportu- 
nity offered to ſpeak. to hes in private, In 
vain he endeavoured to conceal his Torments; 
the ſoft Languor that appeared in his Eyes 
when he met thoſe of the Counteſs, gave her 
ſome Suſpicion of his Paſſion; but the unfor- 
tunate Lover gained no Advantage from thoſe 
Suſpicions. At length the fatal Flame that 

eyed upon his Heart began to affect his 
Health, he grew pale and, wan, a fixed Me- 


Behaviour. 


The Count of Berci was greatly affect- 
ed with the Situation in which he ſaw his 
Friend. What ails you, my dear Cheva- 
* lier,” ſaid he to him one Day when they 
were walking together; * ſome fecret Grief 
lies heavy upon your Heart. Is your Fa- 
* vour at Court declining, or does ſome one 
of the Beauties that adorn it hold you in her 
Chains, and by her- Rigour occaſion this 
* ſtrange Altetation in you? Speak, my dear 


Chevalier, open your Heart freely to me, 


and be aſſured, that my Fidelity in keeping 
ops © FE 8 your 


Magnificence and Pleaſure. The Chevalier 


ncholy appeared in his Couutenance and | 


8 
*B 5 
9 


* 


your Secret, will not be leſs than my Con- 
© cem for yaur Misfortunes.” _— 
The Chevalier was a little diſconcerted 
this Diſcourſe of his Friend. dear Count; 
ſaid he, endeavouring to ſuppreſs a Sigh which 
nevertheleſs would force its Way; how oblig- 
ing is this tender Anxiety of yours. Believe 
me, there are fewEvilsin Life that would give 
: © me much Affliction with ſuch a Friend to 
: © alleviate them. But indeed I have no Rea- 
© fon to complain of my bad Fortune: the 
King is ſtill pleaſed to continue his Favour 
© towards me; and my Heart, hitherto inſen- 
* ſible- to the Charins of Love, has eſcaped 
+ the Chains of any of our Beauties, whom [I 
© have beheld with an Indifference that pre- 
* ſerved my Freedom. *tf.mbition is the ſole 
Paffion of my Soul, and the Deſire of ac- 
© quiring Glory takes up all my Thoughts: 
Exer ſince our invincible Monarch has been 
in peaceable Poſſeſſion of the Throne of his 
* Anceſtors, the French Nobility have lan- 
guiſhed in a ſhameful Inactivity. I can no 
longer bear to lead this inglorious Life, and 
am determined to ſeek for Laurels in other 
Countries, which I will water with the 
Z* + Blood of our Enemies. The Deſire of Glo- 
YT © xy, my Friend, is the Paſſion that conſumes 
me, hence proceeds that Diſcontent you 
© have obſerved in me; and that Languor your 
| © Tenderneſs has likewiſe taken Notice of, is 
© cauſed by a light Indiſpoſition with which 
| © T have been troubled for ſome Days paſt. 
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10 , Eur ern, Chu in Ear: 


I am willing to believe you, Chevalier,” 


replied the Count: but if there is any Foun- 
dation for the Report that now prevails of a 
6 /Rupture between the King and the Empe- 
ror, you will not need to go far to ſeek 
+ Occaſions of acquiring Glory, and of ſigna- 
«/Kfing your Valour. As for the Tndifpoſi- 
© tion you complain of, I am perfuaded the 
Air of the Country will contribute greatly 
to remove it. It is now the moſt agreeable 
« Seaſon of the Year. The Counteſs and my- 
© ſelf intend to ſet out in a few Days for my 
Eſtate of Beauplan; it is but a few Leagues 
diſtant from Fontainebleau, where the Kin 

is at preſent. We will go from Time to 


Time to pay our Reſpects to his Majeſty ; 


and we will endeavour to make your Stay 


© at Beawplan fo afeeable, that you ſhal) be 
£ quite freed from your Melancholy. Come, 
*. you muſt go with us, I deſire it as a Fa- 
© your; and be aſſured you cannot give the 
* Counteſs a more ſenſible Pleafare : ſhe 
eſteems you greatly; and the Alteration ſhe 
has obſerved iti your Health gives her no 
© leſs Uneaſineſs than it has done me.* / 


The Chevalier eagerly accepted a Propoſal fo 

_ . conformable to his Wiſhes. The'Count's laſt 
Words gave him a ſweet Emotion, that might 
have been eaſily diſcovered in his Countenanoe, 


had not the Arrival of the reſt of the Company, 
who joined them that Inftant, concealed it 


from his Obſervation. The Converſation now 
became general, and during the reſt of the 


Time that they continued walking, they ſpoke 
>. - + 35 Faw of 
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- and the Counteſi of D M. 1 


> of nothing but the Pleaſures and Amuſements 
the Country would afford them. 


In the mean Time, the Chevalier, who 
never, ſince the Commencement of his fatal 
Paſſion, had had Room to entertain the leaſt 
Sentiment of Joy, reſigned himſelf up to the 
pleaſing Hopes with which the new Propoſal 
of his Friend inſpired him. He flattered him- 


ſelf that, while he continued in the Houſe of 


his beloved Counteſs, he could not fail of 
meeting with frequent Opportunities of en- 


tertaining her alone, in one of which he 


might aſſume Courage enough to declare his 


Paſſion; at leaſt he hoped that the calm Plea- 
ſyres of the Retirement he was going to, 


would alleviate his Cares. Full of theſe 


ſoothing Ideas he ſet out for Beauplan ; but 


he ſoon found that Groves and Meads, thick 
Woods and winding Alleys , with the ſoft 
Muſick of Birds, and murmuring Streams, 
were powerful Aids to Love, and while th 


ſoothed, increaſed his Flame. He had likewiſe | 
vainly hoped that in the Co- 1 2 ſhould find 


his Miſtreſs leſs engaged to form, their Ar- 
rival at the Caſtle of BeanplaF, In the neigh- 
bouring Gentry came to pay their Reſpects 


to the Count and his Lady, and for fifteen 
* there was ſuch a conſtant Succeſſion of 
Vi 

ver found the Counteſs alone one Moment, 
during that whole Time. . 


ors at the Caſtle, that the Chevalier ne- 


The unfortunate Chevalier was now in a 
| - worſe Situation than he had ever been. The 
F; | Amule- 


dor the Chace: 


12 The Hiftory of the Cbev. des Eſſars : 
Amuſements: of the Country had no Charms © 
for him, all Company was irkſome, he fought 
Solitude and Silence, and there without Ke. | 


 Araint abandoned himſelf to the gloomy Re- 


flexions which filled his Soul. Theſe frequent 
Abſences giving the Count great Uneaſineſs, 
he uſed to go in Search of him, and always 
found him either in the wildeſt Part of . 
Foreſt, or in ſome romantic Cave, ſwallowed 
up in deep Reflexion, with his Eyes fixed on 
one particular Object, which nevertheleſs he 
ſeemed not to regard; his Mind being whol - 
ly employed upon what paſſed within it. The 
Count was now convinced that his Friend 
had diſguiſed the true Situation of his Heart, 
and that the Noiſe and Tumult of Paris were 
[more likely to cure his Diſorder, than the 


Privacy of the Country. "2x 


The Count, who neglected nothing which 
he thought could diflipate his Melancholy, 
.obliged him one Day to make one in a Party 
were to hunt the Stag. 
d at home with 4 Bro- 


gut with her, to meet the Hunters in their 


Return. They had already entered a Wood 


. Whoſe dark embowering Shades for ever ex- 
cluded the Sun, and made it look like the eter- 
nal Abode of Solitude and Silence. She fat 
down at the Root of a Tree to reſt herſelf a 
Moment, when her Attention was imme- 
diately engaged by the Vigice of a Perſon 
xa A Fl | whom, 


and the Cnoneſt of Neri. 13 


whom, al ſhe did not ſoe, ſhe knew to 
be but at a ſmall Diſtance from her. She roſe 
up iaftantly, and with her Brother-in-law 
walked foftly towards the Place from whence 
this Voice ſcemed to come, and being now 
very near the heard diſtindiy 3 


Unhappy Wretch, what is en thou 5 
for? Why doſt thou waſte the miſcrable 
mains of thy Life in this wild Solitude? * 

thou reſolved to die thus obſcurely, and 
not have the melancholy Pleaſure of letting 
her, for whom thou dieſt, know the Sacri- 
fice thou makeſt her? Ah { too; lovely 
Counteſs, added he after a Moment's Pauſe, 
is it poſſible that my Eyes have not diſco- 
vered to you the Flame Be. have kind- 
led in my Heart? Sure, ou knew the 
Torments I ſuffer, your Compaſſion at 
leaſt would meet the Wretch you have un- 
done. No, no, I deceive myſelf ; your 
haughty Virtue would ſuggeſt to you that 
I ought to die unpitied and unlamented. 
Wretch that I am, dare I avow ſuch Sen- 
timents? Is it for me to form ſuch auda- 
cious Hopes !. Is it for me to make ſuch 
unjuſt Complaint ? Ought I not rather to 
bluſh at my own Baſeneſs, I who 86 to 
violate the ſacred Rights of Hoſpitali gon 
break through all the tender Ties of Friend- 
* ſhip? Yet, alas! mine is an involuntary 
Crime, I love, and who can reſiſt ng 
of that imperious Paſſion? 


| | \ / 1 
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14 The Hiftory of the Chev. des Eſſars 
 Herefted for ſome Moments on this Thought, 
which ſeemed to calm his Sorrow as it palliated 
his Crime, and leſſened his own Remorſe. But 
again with new Sighs he continued his mourn- 
ful Soliloquy in this Manner: It is true, 
O adorable Counteſs, that, when I firſt be- 
© held you, I was no longer Maſter of my 
© Heart; you triumphed over it in Spite of 
* myſelf, and I am ſenſible your Power will 
© not ceaſe but with my Life. But oh ! how 
© Jong will this miſerable Life endure, unleis 
] aſſume Courage enough to reveal my Paſ- 
* fion, Ah you will doubtleſs puniſh me 
for my Temcrity: yet I am reſolved to 
© diſcloſe my fatal Secret, and, before your 
Eyes will pierce this unhappy Breaſt, if I 
* am not able to move ſome Pity in yours. 


The Counteſs of Berci, unwilling to hear 3 
more, left the Foreſt with Precipitation. It 4 
was not difficult ſor her to diſcover that ſhe 4 
herſelf was the Subject of thoſe Complaints 
ſhe had juſt heard, and that it was the Che- 
valier des Ears who had uttered them. That 
unhappy Lover, who had with much Diffi- 
culty been perſuaded to hunt that Day, took 
the firſt Opportunity that offered to with- 
draw, and was returning to the Caſtle with a 
Reſolution to diſcover bis Paſſion to the Coun- 
te. Blit the natural Timidity of a Lover 
reſtraining him, inſtead of entering, he took 
a Path that carried him from the Caſtle, and 
following it, found himſelf inſenſibly at the 
Entrance of this Wood; its Gloomineis pleaſed | 


and the Counteſs of Berti. 15 
him, he alighted from his Horſe, and tying 
it to a Tree, wandered about on Foot a 
Time, till being tired, he threw himſelf down 
under the Shade of a large Tree, and there 
gave free Courſe to his Complaints, not 
imagining that he ſhould be overheard, in a 
Place which ſcemed to him, to be only a fit 
Receſs for Wretches like himſelf. bn 


It is not eaſy to determine which was moſt 
furpriſed, the Counteſs or her Brother-in-law. a 
This young Lord had till then been abſolute- 
ly ignorant of the Chevalier's Paffion for his 
See, and if ſome light Suſpicions of it had 

forced their Way into the Mind of the Coun- 
teſs, her Virtue never ſuffered her Thoughts 
to reſt a Moment upon them. Although her 
Innocence was fully proved by the Com- 
plaints her Lover had uttered, yet ſhe was 
under great Uneaſineſs at what had happened. 
Young , innocent, and unexperienced, ſhe 
knew not what Conduct to obſerve on fo cri- 
tical an Occaſion. She could not determine, 
whether it was moſt eligible to recommend 
Secreſy to her Brother - in- law, or to deſire 
| him to reveal to her Huſband what he had 

heard; whether ſhe ought to conceal an Af- 
fair of ſuch Conſequence from the Count, or 
tell him herſelf what he might poſſibly learn 
one Day from his Brother. After ſome Mo- 
ments Reflexion , ſhe believed the 0 
equally great, whether ſhe was ſilent, or diſ- 
cloſed the Secret, and therefore took a Re- 
ſolution upon the Spot, not only to ſay no- 
thing to her Huſband, but alſo to di le 
; her 
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Ber Knowledge of it: even to her Brother: in- 
law: accordingly ſhe purſued her Way to 
the Caſtle in a proſound Silence, and ſeemed 
— fg nething of what ſhe had 


* 


Arne, ies 
But ſhe could not impoſe upon the youn 
Berci he N into her Thoughts 
and knew how to account for her Perplexity. 
He did not love the Chevalier des Ears; the 
great Friendſhip his Brother expreſt for hin 
excited his Jealouſy, and he ſecretly congratu- 
lated | himſelf at firft, that Fortune had fur- 
niſhed him with a favourable Opportunity to 
ruin him for ever with his Brother. But theſe 
were the firſt Motions of his Mind: his na- 
tural Generoſity prevailed over his Paſſions, 
and he rejected with Shame the baſe Thoughts 
which had involuntarily obtruded themſelves 


upon him. 


le was apprehenſive likewiſe, that if 
his Brother ſhould be made acquainted with 
the Sentiments which the Chevalier des E/- 
ſars had avowed, it might raiſe Suſpicions 
injurious to the Honour of his Wife, and 
change that tender Love he had hitherto felt 
For her, and that Confidence he had repoſed 
in her Fidelity, into Indifference and Diſtruſt. 
"The. young Chevalier de Berci, had a great 
[Eſteem for, his Siſter-in-law ; he trembled at 
A of kindling the Flame of Diſcord 
between her and her Huſband; and he loved 
his Brother too tenderly to inſpire him with 
a Paſſion ſo cruel and tormenting as Jealou- 
v4 | . 


? 
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ud the Counteſs of Bera. 17 
All theſe Conſiderations determined him 
to be ſilent with reſpect to what had hap+ 

: but obſerving that the Counteſs con- 
tinued ſilent and penſive, he ſpoke to her 
thus: * I am no longer ſurpriſed, ' Madam, 
at the terrible Melancholy in which the 
Chevalier des Ears is plunged; he is in 
Love, and you are the Object of his Paſſion. 
And I muſt needs: confeſs 32 extreme 
Indifference you diſcover for this unhappy 
Man aſtoniſhes me.“. 


Mechinks, replied the Counteſs with 
ſome. Emotion, you are not leſs indiſcreet 
than the Perſon you (| of. If it be 

true, that I am the Object of his Paſ- 

ſion, as you tell me, it is no leſs true 
that the Conqueſt, far from flattering my 
Vanity, gives me on the contrary great 
Uneaſineſs. But that we may no longer 
have Occaſion to talk of the Chevalier des 
— and his pre ſumptuous Deſigns, for 
which I am *. afflicted, I conjure you 
by our mutual F riendſhip to aſſiſt me in 
finding out the Means of procuting his De- 
parture from Beauplan; there is nothing I 
wiſh with more Ardour than to be freed 
from his Preſence, that I may receive no 
farther Proof of that Extravagance you at- 
tribute to him. My Virtue is alarmed by 
the bare Poſſibility that I may be ſuſpec- 

ted of giving the leaſt Encouragement to 
his uahappy Paffion ; and my Honour. is 
* ſenſibly wounded by being the involuntaly 
Ohe of ii. ., "290 
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38 The Him of the Chev. des Ears 
++ Iam very much concerned, Madam, 
6 replied the young Berci, that I cannot 


do you the Service you require of me. 


4 If I undertake to remove the Chevalier 
* des Eſars from Beauplan, he may poſſi - 
© bly complain of my Proceedings to my 
Brother, who will doubtleſs inſiſt upon 
s knowing my Reaſons for thus treating a 
Man who 1 fo dear to him ; how then hall 
I avoid diſcloſing a Secret which for many 
© Reaſons it is not fit he ſhould be acquainted 
« with? However, if you ſhall judge it pro- 
per to write a Letter to the Chevalier ſach 
62s your own Prudence ſhall dictate to you, 
I will very willingly take upon myſelf the 
Care of getting it ſafely delivered to him; 
© and I am perſuaded that honouring you 6 
© much as he does, and ſeeing that his Paſ- 


ſion is both diſcovered and contemned, he 


© will take a Refolution to baniſh himſelf 

© yoluntarily from your Preſence, rather than 
c interrupt your Quiet, and the Happineſs of 
your Family.“ 


This Expedient was approved by the 
Counteſs, and ſhe reſolved to put it in Execu- 
tion that very Night. They arrived at the 
Caſtle without meeting any one; but the Hun- 
ters were not long after them. They entered 
with joyful Acclamations, having taken in 
that Day's Sport a monſtrous Stag. The Che- 
valier des Eſſurs was the laſt that returned 


home; they did not fail to railly him upon his 
leaving them ; he got off by ſaying that he had 
loſt his Way, and had not been able to te- 

N join 


19 
loin the Company. Little did he — 
that the Complaints he had uttered in the Fo- 
reſt at Beauplan had reached the Ears of his 
Miſtreſs, and that ſhe was forming ſuch cruel 
Reſolutions againſt him. * 


The Counteſs of Berci, whoſe Mind was 
in great Agitation retired to her Apartment 
ſooner than uſual, and giving Orders to her 
Attendants that no one ſhould interrupt her, 
ſhe ſhut herſelf up in her Cloſet, and aban- 
doned herſelf to her Reflexions. The Ad- 
venture of the Foreſt, ſo dangerous to her Re- 
putation, ſo I to her Virtus, filled her 
with Inquietude. She dreaded the fatal Conſe- 
quences that might reſult from it; ſhe reproa- 
ched her own innocent Self for being the Ob- 
ject of ſo criminal a Purfuit, and deteſted thoſe 
Charms which had been capable of inſpiring 
Wiſhes, and of ſuggeſting Hopes deſtructive 
to her Fame: a Torrent of Tears ran from her 
fine Eyes, and wet that beautiful Breaſt 
waich was afflicting itſelf for the Crimes of 
others, not her own. 


At length, ſhe becamealittle morecompoſed, 
and began to write : after many times altering, 
effacing, and writing anew, ſhe at length finiſh- 
ed a Letter, and ſending for her Brother · in- law, 
ſhe delivered it to him, intreating him to diſ- 
poſe it in ſuch a Manner that the Chevalier des 
Ears might find it that Night in his Chamber, 
without his being able to gueſs how it came 
there. She recommended it to him in a par- 
ticular Manner that in copying this anonimous 


Letter 


20 The Hiſtory of the Chev. des Eſſars 


Letter he ſhould carefully diſguiſe his Hand, 


for ſhe apprehended ſome dangerous Conſe- 
quences might enſue, if the Chevalier difco- 


vered that it was the young Berci, who Had | L 


written the Letter. 15 Trop <<" 


Every Fhing was done with as much E edi- 
1 Seerefy as ſhe could have wiſhed 1 * 
per being ſerved, the Counteſs left her Chamber 
and ſeated herſelf at Table: the whole Compa- 
ny, except the Chevalier and the Counteſs, was 
chearfuland ſupped with a good Appetite. How- 
ever they aſſumedas muchGaiety as poſſible, and 
both carefully diſſembled the uneaſy Thoughts 
which defeated their Souls. The Counteſs 


taſted by Anticipation the good Effects her 


Letter was likely to produce, and the Cheva- 
lier, ignorant of the new Torments that For- 
tune was preparing for him, regretted his not 
having made Uſe of the fayourable Oppor- 

- tunity which the Count's Abſence had afforded 
him to declare his Paſſion; and was refolved 
not to defer opening his whole Heart to the 
Counteſs any longer than the next Day, if he 
ſhould be fo happy to find her alone, 


* een 
uſual attended the Chevalier to his Apartment, 
where after diſcourſing with him ſome Time 
upon indifferent Matters, he retired and left 
tim with his Servants, whom the Chevalier 
diſmiſſing when he was undreft, approached 
His Bed and then found the fatal Letter. which 
Was conceived in theſe Words: Fly from 


by wen. wolpitable Houſe, which thou haſt vio- 


© lated 
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Y And the Re Berti. 2t 
0 lated with thy thy impure Deſi 2 — 
and preſu mptuous Man! Heaven has per- 
mitted thy impious Thoughts to be diſ- 
2 © cloſed, which thou hadſt vainly ined 

were hid in the inmoſt | * thy 
Heart; and out of the Depth of a vaſt Fo- 
2 © reſt, amidſt the Shades of an eternal Night, 
: © has brought thy Crime into open Day. 
: + Unworthy as 5 art oſ the 2 

Gentleman, thou haſt plotted the Diſho- 

© nour of the Count of ge thy Friend: 

© and not ſatisfied with having formed De- 

& * ſigns againſt' the Innocence of his Wife, 

© thou the Audacity to reſolve upon con- 
© ſeffing thy Paſſion to her, a Paſſion as odious' 

« as it is criminal. Thy Death had been al- 

ready the Feldes for thy Crime, if thy 

« injured Friend and his Wife, both equally 

* outraged, had been made acquainted - with 

thy Purpoſe : But if Heaven | has permitted 

« that they ſhould be ſtill ignorant of it, it is 

. becauſe 1 ſhouldſt have Time to reflect 
2 the Horror of thy Eaterpriſe. Fly 

* © then inſtantly from a Place where, if thou 

2 © ſhouldfſt happen to be diſcovered, nothing 

7? © could preſerve thee from the Fury of their 

$ * zuſt Reyenge. | 


What a cruel Stroke- was this to a tender 
Lover; to have all his Hopes blaſted in a 
Moment, and deprived for ever of the Sight 
of her who was dearer to him than Life. 
Pale, trembling, and overwhelmed with the 
deepeft Deſpair, he remained for a long Time 
* „„ fixed on the fatal 


nonymo 
ter had been written by the Count of Bird's. 


| him with the Count his Brother. LEE 


22 The Hiſtory of the Chev. dis Ear. = 
Letter which he ſtill held in his Hand, He 
could not comprehend by whom it had been 
written with ſuch an Appearance of Myſtery, 
but he knew that he was diſcovered, and that 
the Complaints he had made that Day in the | 
Foreſt had been overheard. Oppteſt with ] 
Grief, he threw himſelf upon his Bed, but 
Sleep was a ſtranger to bis Eyes. In vain he * 
endeavoured to gueſs the Author of this cruel _ } 

\ 

- 

] 

K 


Letter, the Count of Berci he knew, had + 
not quitted the Chaſe, and it was not pro- 
hable that that Nobleman would, on an Oc- 
caſion wherein his Honour was ſo deeply _ 
concerned, bave contented himſelf with * q 
writing in ſuch a Manner. Neither was it 
likely that the Counteſs was the Author of it: 
He was entirely ignorant of her having been 
in the Foreſt, and, beſides, the Letter declared + 
that ſhe as well as her Huſband had no Suſ- 
picion of his Love and his Schemes. It was 
probable, therefore, that this a us Let- 


Brother, who had not been of the Party' for 
Hunting. The Chevalier had on many Oe- * 
caſions perceived that this young Lord was 
not his Friend; but he could not perfuade him- © 
ſelf that a Youth like him, ſtimulated by Hatred, 
would have been capable of acting with ſo much 
Prudence and Moderation in an Affair which 
furgiſhed him with an Opportunity of ruining 


The more he reſlected upon; this Letter, 
the greater Uncertainty he found himſelf. 
in, and the more his Trouble . 

I: | ut 
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But miſerable as he knew be ſhould-be, when 
= yet dy tefabved to quit the Caftle of Bes 
Þ immed iately: 8 he Was CONVI nced, that 
huis Paſſion was diſcovered by — one in tho 
Family, he could not ſtay longer without en- 
poſing the Honour of Madam % Berci to 
© Suſpicion, and that the Reſtraint 
he ſbould be obliged to lay upon himſelf, 
> would ſubjet him to new Torments. His 
Thoughts now were wholl yemployed upon the 
Means of departing without giving 
to the Count; and how to a Mo- 
7 ment's Converſation with the Counteſs, the 
: of which was the only Conſolation he 
had in the miſerable. Condition to which he 


3 - As ſoon 5 appeared, he went himſelf 
nnd wakened one of his Footmen, ordering 


3 him to prepare to ſet out for Fontainebleau 
with the utmoſt Expedition; he then wrote 


a Letter to one of his molt intimate Friends 
at Court, intreating him to ſend him an An- 
ſwwer after the Model he preſcribed to him. 
He then directed his Footman to give this 
Letter into his Friend's own Hauds, and to 
bring him his Anſwer with the utmoſt Diſ- 
patch. The Servant returned early the next 


! Morning from Fontainblcau with the requeſted 
Leœtter, in which the Chevalier's Friend in- 


Z formed him that it was neceſſary he ſhould 
come to Court as ſoon as poſſible, for Rea- 
2 ſons of great Importance, which he could not 
conhde to any one but himſelf. = 


24 The Hiftery of the Chev. des Eſſars . 
la tbe mean Time the Chevalier waſted al! 
bis Moments in contri ving Expedients to pro- 
cute an Interview with the Counteſs, but 
none of them ſucceeded : the avoided him © 


ſo carefully, and with ſuch apparent Deſign, 
that be was convinced ſhe. not only bad diſ- 
covered his Paſſion, but was hkewiſe the 


Author of that Letter, which had ſo greatly 
| alarmed him. Finding all his Endeavours to 
ſpeak to the Countels ; ineffectual, he went to 


the Count's Apartment, where, as his good 
Fortune would have it, he alſo found the 


Counteſs his Wife. He ſhewed Monſieur de 


Berci the Letter he bad received from his 
Friend, and intreated him not to be offended, 
that for ſome 'T'tme he ſhould be obliged to 
deprive himſelf of the Pleaſure of. bis Society. 


The Count, who tenderly loved the Chevalier 


des Efſars, was greatly afflicted at this News. 
© . You cannot, ſure, he, be ſo much hur- 
0 ried as to binder you from giving us at leaſt 
the Remainder of this Day, 
< the Grief we ſhall ſuffer by l 
© ſides, I have myſelf received 


| News 


© from Court, which I want to communicate 1 
| 0 to you, 11 
Saying. this, the Count quitted the Room 


and to have your Advice upon.” 


immediately, without waiting for the Che va- 
lier's Anſwer; for the Expreſs that had brought 


him Letters from Paris attended his Orders 


and by thus leaving him alone with bis Wife, 
he himſelf contributed to ſatisfy the Wiſhes 
of this too tender and unfortunate Lover. 
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led with my Moderation in not revealing 


© TheCounteſs, ſecing her Huſband leave the 
Room, was preparing to follow him, excu- 


fiog herſelf to the Chevalier on Account of 


ſome neceſſary Orders ſhe had to give; but 
the Chevalier, well knowing the Value of an 
Opportunity which he might probably never 
meet with again, ſtopt her with a reſpectful 
Air, and beholding her with Eyes in which 
the Diſorder of his Soul was but too vilible, 
© Ah do not fly, Madam, ſaid he with a trem- 


_ © bling Voice, grant me one Moment's Audi- 


* ence. I have juſt acquainted the Count with 
the News that has been brought me from 
Court, but I have received others alſo from 
© a Perſon who is extremely dear to me. I 
© conjure you, Madam, do not refuſe me the 
© Favour of reading this Letter, it will not de- 
* tain you long.” Saying theſe Words he pre- 


ſented her with the Billet, which he ſuſpected 


the had wrote to him, and fixing his Eyes 
at the fame Time attentively upon her Face, 
the Counteſs, who in an Inſtant perceived the 
Snare he had laid for her, could not conſtrain 
herſelf fo far as to conceal her juſt Indignation 
irom the Chevalier. What Advantage do 


2 © you expect from your Actifice, Monſieur, 


© ſaid ſhe, what have you dared to hope from 
this Temerity ? Can you imagine that I will 
© ſuffer you to remain at Beawplan after the 
* Offence you have been guilty of? Be ſatis- 


your injurious Deſigns to my Lord, And 
take Care that by another Attempt, which 
may pcfſibly come to his Knowledge, my 
Honour may not be wounded by the Sacri- 

— . = © hce 
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< fice of your Life to his Reſentment.” © Ah! 
© Madam, replicd the Chevalier, throwing 
© himſelf at her Feet, how unjuſt, how 
© rigorous are you! I love the Count of 
s Berci, your Huſband, with the ſincereſt 
Affection, and I adore you with ſuch Purity 
© of Sentiments, ſuch inviolable Reſpect, that 
© ] cannot think either of you ought to be 
© offended'at my Paſſion. It is indeed true, 
Madam, that what I concealed from you, 
through Fear of your Reſentment, I free] 
uttered to the Trees amidſt the Gloominels 


and Grief. There it was that I indulged 

my Sorrow by Complaints, which I had 

not the —_— to wiſh, might come to 
in 


your Ear: But 
tentions, you have heard them, ſuffer me 


to confeſs, Madam, that if it is a Crime 
to love an amiable Object with the moſt 
reſpectſul Paſſion, I am the moſt guilty 


confeſs ſo freely this Crime, if it be one, 
I likewiſe proteſt that I can never repent of 
it. Ah! Madam, how uleleſs are your 
Threats againſt my Life? I would only 
preſerve it tor your Service, and I cannot 
facrifice it more nobly than to my Love for 

u. But your Honour requires that 1 
mould deprive myſelf of the only Conſola- 
tion my unhappy Deſtiny affords me, I 
muſt live without ſeeing you, that your 
© Quiet may not be diſturbed, nor your Re- 
© putation injured. Ah! what would not 


« ſuch Motives prevail upon me to do? Yes, 
Ma- 


F e e FT 


of a Foreſt that ſeemed ſacred to Solitude 


ce, contrary to my In- 


Man in the World. Nay, more, while 1 
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Madam, I will leave you, I will reduce my- 
« ſelf to the moſt horrible Deſpair, rather 
© than give you the fll:ghteſt Uncatineſs ; bt 
do not imagine that I will renounce my 
Love. Alas! it is no longer in my Power 
to do ſo: All I can do is to avoid your 
Preſence, that I may adore you without of- 
fending you. I go. then, Madam, from 

our Sight ; yes, you ſhall have this fatal 
Proof of my Obedience. But, ah! permit 
me to int eat, that ſoftened by ſuch aa im- 
plicit Submiſſion to your inhuman Com- 
mands, you may be one Day prevailed upon 
to zecall a miſerable Wretch, who to plcaſe 
you, baniſhed himſelf from the m ſt de- 
< lighttul Abode he can ever be in, in this 
< World.” 


A 1 fa a M K «a K a „ a 


This Speech, uttered with thoſe infinuat- 
ing Charms which always accompany the 
Diſcourſe of a Lover, tender, ſubmiſſive, and 
unhappy, made ſome Impreſſion on the Breaſt 
of the Counter, ; but the more ſhe felt her- 
ſelf moved by Words ſo well calculated to 
ſeduce her, the more ſhe guarded herſelf againſt 
their dangerous Soſtneſs, by teflecting upon 
what ſhe owed to her own Honour, and her 
Huſband's Tendernefs for her. She turned 
away her Eyes, that ſhe might not mect 
thoſe of the Chevalier, whoſe paſſionate 
Glances died her Cheeks with Bluſhes, and 
ave her a Confuſion ſhe wiſhed him nut to 
be ſenſible of. Aſſuming, therefore, a calm 
and ſerene Air, ſhe anſwered him thus: 


© 2 1 
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© You ought to know my Character well, 
Monſicur, and to believe that my Know- 
ledge of your Merit would make me think 
the Paſſion you avow for me an Honour, 
were I at Liberty to accept of it. As I am, 
it is injurious to my Virtue and my Fame, 
both which ought to be dear to you if you 
have really any Tenderneſs for me. You 
ought to be ſatisfied with the Eſteem your 
Merit has inſpired me with, fince it is all 
my Virtue will allow of, and never hope 
that I ſhall be capable of entertaining any 
other Sentiments. Purſue then, Monſieur, 
the Reſolution you have taken to leave 
Beauplan, which will appear the more ne- 
ceſſary, when you ſhall know that young 


Berci was with me in the Foreſt when 


you indulged thoſe imprudent Complaints ; 
he will doubtleſs watch your Conduct 
ſtrialy ; every thing will appear of Con- 
ſequence to an intereſted Obſerver. He 
is jealous of the Friendſhip his Brother bears 
you, he may do you bad Offices with him; 
at leaſt he may diſcloſe your Secret : youn 

Men, though generous, are not always dil- 


crete.” 


The Counteſs had but juſt ended theſe 


Words, when the Count entered the Chamber 
with his Brother. The Chevalier was griev- 
ed that their Converſation was interrupted, 


and both he and the Counteſs were apprehen- 


five that the young Lord had diſcovered their 
Secret. However their Suſpicions were ſoon 
removed. The Count taking the Chevalier 


aſide, 
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aſide, diſcovered his own Affairs to him, 
with ſuch unlimited Confidence, that he was 
perſuaded he was intirely ignorant of his. 
Whilſt they were engaged in this private 
Conference, the Counteſs acquainted ber 
Brother-in-law with the Succeſs of her Billet. 
She told him that the Chevalier had refolved 
to quit err immediately; but ſhe took 
no Notice of his having mentioned his Love 
to her, or that he knew the Billet he had 
tound came from her. 


The Chevalier felt ſome Alleviation of his 
Sorrows by the Confeſſion he had made to the 
Counteſs, She had indeed given him no 
Hopes, but ſhe had liſtened to him withour 
Anger. He appeared leſs melancholly than 
uſual the reſt of that Day, and cd the 
Night, if not in Tranquility, yet free from 
the dreadful Inquictude which his Doubts 
about that fatal Letter had occaſioned. The 
next Day, after taking a tender Leave of the 
Count and Counteſs, he ſet out for the Court. 
His Mind being wholly employed upon the 
Gentleneſs and Moderation with which Ma- 
dam de Berci had liſtened to the Confeſſion he 
made her of his Paſſion, he rode with great 
Swiftneſs, contrary to the general Practice of 


Lovers, who move ſlowly and with Regret 


from the Place where they have left the 
Object of their Tenderneſs; and fortu- 
nately as it proved for him, he arrived 
before Night at the Entrance of the Foreſt 
of Fontainebliau. | * | 


* C7 Scurce 


20 The Hiflory of the Chev. des Ear: 
Scarce had he rode a few Paces in it, when, 


by the Report of ſome Piſtols that were fired, 


and the Cries that reached his Ears, he judged 
that ſome Perſons were attacked by Robbers in 
that Wood, and that they were not at any 
great Diſtance. All the Attendants he had 
with him, werte a Valet de Chambre, and 
two Footmen ; but had he been alone, he 
had too much Courage to have gone back. 
He rode on then with an Intrepidity natural 


to him, and directing his Courſe to the Place 
from whence the Noiſe proceeded, he ſaw a 


ſingle Man enviconed by ten Robbers, who 
were upon the Point of aſſaſſinating him. 
Theſe Wretches had already killed two of 
his Attendants, and diſperſed three others 
who ſought their Safety in Flight. The Man 
that was left, defended himſclf deſperately, 
and knowing that he could not eſcape Death, 
| he reſolved to ſell his Life dear. He had al- 
ready got rid of two of the Robbers with his 
Piſtols, and ſupporting himſelf againſt the 
Trunk of a large Tree, he parried with his 
Sword, as well as he could, the Strokes that 
theſe Villains aimed at him. 


The Chevalier des Ears, tranſported with 
Rage at this Sight, fired his Piſtols at the Robbers 
and did ſume Execution; he afterwards ruſhed 
in among them, being mounted upon 32 vigor- 
ous Horſe, and pierced with his Sword all who 
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oppoſed his Paſſage. His Piſtols laid tuo of 3 


theſe Aſſaſſins upon the Earth; his Horſe 
threw down another, who fell at his Fect, 


and his Sword delivered him from a fourth. x 


The 
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The reſt of theſe wicked Wretches, ſeeing 
the Ground covered with their dead and 
wounded Comrades, were {:ized with Terror, 
and believing the whole Matechauſſer was at 
their Heels, they diſappeared in an Inſtant, and 
took Shelter in the deepeſt Receflrs of the 
Foreſt, leaving the Fic! of Battle free to the 


intrepid Chevalier des Ears. 


After this bloody Combat, he approached 
the Gentleman whom he had relieved, and 
was charmed to ſee in a Perſon, whoſe 
white Hairs ſhewed that he was full of 
Years, all the Fire and Activity of Youth. 
He was ſtruck with a reverential Awe at 
the Majeſty which appeared in his Counte- 
nance, and ſaluting him in a moſt reſpect - 
ful Manner, enquired if he was wounded, and 
offered him his beſt Services. © Generous 
© Unknown, replied the old Gentleman, my 
© Wounds, I believe, are but inconfiderable : 
© to your Valour and the ſpeedy Rel you 
brought me, I owe the Preſervation of my 
Life; but I am very much concerned for 
© the Loſs of my Servants, who are all either 
© dead, or diſperſed.* As for the former, 
C — the Chevalier, they have died like 
Men of Honour ; the others, who ſo baſe- 
6 —— you, are not worthy of your 
6 ; nevertheleſs — ate ſo near the 
© Court, whither I ſuppoſe your Journey was 
© to terminate, that they cannot be in any 
Danger. © FT was indeed going to Court, 
s anſwered the old Gentleman; but I did 
© not deſign to continue there any conſidera- 

C4 © ble 
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© ble Time. It is long ſince my Age and 
the Charms of a Country Life have forced 
me from that honourable Captivity. But, 
© Monſteur, let us, I conjure you, fee whe- 
© ther theſe two faithful Servants, whom with 
« Grief I ſaw fall in my Defence, have any 
s Occaſion for our Aſſiſtance. The Che- 
valier's Servants had already alighted, and 
were buſy about the two Men who they found 
ſtill breathed, although they were dangerouſly 
wounded in many Places. With great Dit- 
ficulty they reſtored them to their Senſes ; and 
then hollowing to the reſt of the old Gentle- 
man's Servants who had fled, their Voices, 
favoured by the Silence of the Night, re- 
ſounded through the Foreft, and reached the 


Ears of thoſe terrified Men, who hearing 


themſelves called by their Names, began to 


loſe Part of their Fears, and they returned to 
their Maſter, whom they could not behold 


without Confuſton. After having bound up 
his Wounds, they applied themſelves to re- 
lieve their Comrades, who were in much 


greater Danger, and ſeating them upon Horſes 


they mounted behind and ſupported them ; 
and in this Manner purſued the Road to Fon+- 
tainebleau. 


During this Journey, the Chevalier des 
Eſjars add teſſed himſelf to the old Gentleman, 
and apologiſing for his Curioſity, intreated 
him to let him know who it was he had had 
the good Fortune to aſſiſt. I] am too much 
* obliged to your Valour, Monſieur, replicd 
the old Gentleman, not to ſeize eagerly 
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and the Counteſs of Berci. 33 
this Occaſion of gratifying your Wiſhes. 
© [I will not only tell you any Ronan oor 
* lity, but 1 will give you an Account of my 
« Adventures. The Life which you have ſo 
lately preſerved, is a Benefit I hold from 
your Generoſity and all the Moments, 
* which for the future I ſhall enjoy, ought 
© to be devoted to you. Happy, it the grate- 
ful Senſe I have of what you have done for 
© me, will not be unacceptable ; but happier 
« ſtill, it Fortune will be favourable to my 
moſt ardent Wiſhes, and afford me the 


Means of ſerving you, and of giving you 


< ſome ſtriking Proof of my Gratitude. ” 
The Chevalier returned Anſwers full of Re- 
ſpect to theſe obliging Exprefiions, and in- 
treated the old Gentleman to begin his Reci- 
tal, and give him a more perfect Knowledge 
of a Perſon for whom he already felt fo much 
Efteem. Accordingly the old Gentleman be- 
gan thus: 5 


© I was born in the Province of Bargundy, 
© Iam called the Marquis de Saint-Sauveur, 
27 of my Life has been ſpent in the 
1eld, in the Service of my Country and 
Religion, and there have been few memo- 
rable Actions that have paſt in my Lime, 
which I have not been a Witneſs of. I 
was wounded in that fatal Battle, in which 
Don John of Auſtria and the Venetians died 
the Sea of the Levant with Ottoman Blood, 
After having ſerved a long Time in foreign 
Countries, | returned to France, I made m 
laſt Campaigns ia thoſe fatal Civil Wars, 
C 5 where, 


— 
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where Citizens, blinded by a falſe Zeal, 


« .dipped their impious Hands in the Blood 
of their Fellow-Citizens, and thought it for 


* 
6 
« 
* 
5 


the Glory of Religion to attack the Lives 
of their Countrymen with a ſavage Fury. 
Deplorable Times, when the Subject thought 
he was doing an acceptable Service inſo- 
lently to take up Arms againſt his lawful 


King. 


Me e e 


< I am ſpeaking, Monſieur, of the laſt Re- 
bellions in France againſt that generous 
Monarch, ſo dear at preſent: to the very 
People, who once ſo eagerly oppoſed him : 
A Prince whoſe Goodneſs, Courage and 


Glory, will live eternally in the Annals of 


our Hiſtory. I had the Honour to fight 


near him in the celebrated Battle of Jury, 


the Event of which, was to feat him upon 
the Throne, or to exclude him from it for 
ever. His Forces were greatly inferiour 
to thoſe of his Enemies ; but ry, whoſe 
Perſon alone was worth a whole Army, 
formed himſelf the Plan of the Battle, was 
preſent in every Part, animated all, and 
expoſed himſelf like a common Soldier to 
every Danger. Before he ordered the Sig- 
nal to be given for ſounding the Charge, 
he ſpoke theſe few Words to his Soldiers, 
with that majeſtick Sweetneſs, which-gain- 
ed him every Heart. Friends, ſaid he, you 
are French Men, I am your King, and there 
is the Enemy. I his noble and laconick 
Speech inſpired us with Courage and ex- 
cited à general Emulation. We gained a 


© come 
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complete Victory, which was followed by 
many other great Advantages. 'The Re- 
duction of Mante and Vernon, which were 
brought under the Obedience of their law- 
ful Sovereign, put him in Poſſeſſion of all 
the Bridges of the Seine that lay between 
Paris and Rouen. 


Wie afterwards made ourſelves Maſters of 
all the Towns in the Neighbourhood of 
Paris. The Siege of that great Capital, 
which was reduced to the laſt Extremity, 
having been raifed by the King in Com- 
paſſion to the unhappy — and fail- 
ing in our Attempt to get Poſleſſion of it 
by Stratagem, we invelted and took Chartres 
in a moſt rigorous Scaſon. At length this. 
reat Priace, who had cauſed himſelf to be 
inſtructed in the Principles of the Catho- 
lick Religion, became ſenſible of the Errors 
of his own, and performed his Abjuration 
at the Abbey of Saint Deunis with all the 
Formalities in uſe in ſuch Ceremonies, 


From that happy Day, the Party of the 


League ſunk inſenſibly, and our great Mo- 
narch, by this wiſe and prudent Step, which 
was neither influenced by Intereſt nor Fear, 
ſaw himſelt in the peaccable Poſſeſſion of a 
Throne, which was his lawful Inheritance, 
and which he held but from God alone. 


* Theſe were the laſt Campaigns in which 
I ſerved. The whole Kingdom, ſubmitting 
ta Henry the Great, I reſolved to make a 
a Viſit to my paternal Eſtate, Love was 
| the 
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the Cauſe of my ſettling there. I was 
© weary of the tumultuous Life of a Soldier; 
© the calm Pleaſures I taſted in the Country 
made me deſirous of Privacy and Retirc- 
© ment, and my Paſſion for Madam de Saint- 


© Sauveur, whom I happened to ſee at the 
* Houſe of a neighbouring Gentleman, whom 


I went to viſit, confirmed me in my Reſo- 


© lution to quit the Court, and to paſs the 


© Remainder of my Life in Burgundy, my 
native Province. I married her: in the 
* Courſe of two Years ſhe brought me a Son 


and a Daughter. My Son is at preſent at 


© Court, and my Daughter was married 
about three Years ago to a Nobleman called 
the Count of Berci, who is now at a Caſtle 
of his, half a Day's Journey from hence. 
I quitted my Retreat to come and viſit my 
Children, whom I paſſionately longed to 
ſec, and was wholly intent upon the Plea- 
ſure of embracing my dear Son, whom I 
© propoſed to viſit fiſt, when at the Entrance 
of this Foreſt J was ſet upon by a Band of 
© Robbers, and ſhould have doubtleſs loſt my 
* Life by their Hands, but for the ſeaſonable 
* Succour you brought me. 


R 6 3a 


A 


Such, Monſieur, is the Hiſtory of my 
* Life and Fortunes, which I have given you 
* in a few Words; but, brave Unknown, 


* added the old Marquis de Saint-Sauveur, 1 


expect that you will gratify my Impatience 
* to know who has ſo lately expoſed his Life, 


* yet freſh and blooming, to ſave the poor 
Remains of mine. 


The 
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The Chevalier des Ears was equally ſur- 
prized and plcaſed at what he had heard, a 
ſecret Joy took Poſſeſſion of his Soul, and a 
hundred Times he bleſt his good Fortune, 
that the Foreſt of Fontainebleau had afforded 
him an Opportunity of ſaving the Life of his 
Miſtreſs's Father. He might have made him- 
ſelt known to the Marquis of Sarnt-Sauveur, 
not only without Danger of any diſagreeable 
Conſequence, but alſo with an Increaſe of 
Satisfaction to the old Man, who would have 
been charmed to hear that this Preſerver was 
the intimate Friend of the Count of Berci, 
his Son-in-law: yet through an Exceſs of 
Delicacy, which few. would have been capable 
of, he choſe rather to conceal his Name. He 
flattered himſelf, that when the Counteſs 
thould know that the Life of her Father had 
been preſerved by him, and that by conceal- 
ing his Name he gave a convincing Proof 


that he ſought not any Acknowledgement from 
* vice ſuch a Service, ſhe would be as much 


pleaſed with his Diſcretion and ä 28 
h his Courage. 


Having taken his Reſolution, therefore, he 
anſwered the old Marquis in this Manner: 
I am but a private Man, Monſieur, and fo 
* little known in the World, that if I ſhould 
© tell you my Name, you would know it no 
© better than you do my Perſon. I have 
*jonly the Honour to inform you, that this 

« Day 1 paſled by the Caſtle of Beauplan, 
* where the Count of Berci is at preſent, 


- & 1 chat he was n as ig 


© like- 
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< likewiſe the Counteſs your Daughter; and 
© the high Reputation they have among all 
© the neighbouring Gentry, for their many 
« great and amiable Virtues, makes me think 
« myſelf happy to have ſerved them in the 


6 Perſon of a Gentleman of your Rank, and 


£ fo deſervedly dear to them. 


The Chevalier's Precaution was of no Uſe 
to him ; his Valet de Chambre, who knew 
not that his Maſter had any Reaſons for con- 
cealing his Name, had diſcovered it before 
to one of the Marquis's Attendants : but when 
he found by his Maſter's Diſcourſe, that he 
had a Deſign to keep himſelf unknown, he 
was concerned at what he had done, and in- 
treated the Servant to whom he had been ſo 
communicative, not to repeat what he had 
ſaid. In the mean Time the Marquis and the 
Chevalier continued their Journey to Fontaine- 


bleau, during which the Marquis had often, 


but in vain, urged his Preſerver to diſcloſe his 
Name and Condition. 


The Court was fo full, that no Lodgings 


could be procured, except one Apartment, 


which the Chevalier obliged the Marquis to 


accommodate himſelf with, and he went to 


the Houſe of Monſicur de Morigny his Friend. 
This young Lord gave him a moſt obliging 
Reception, and the Chevalier as ſoon as they 
ſat down to Supper, relating the Adventures 
which had happened to the Marquis de Saint- 


Sauvenr in the Foreſt of Fontainebleau, Mon- 
ficur de Morigny aſked him, if he knew the 


Son 
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Son of that Marquis who was now at Court. 


have never ſeen him, replied the Chevalier, 
but 1 have heard great Praiſes of his Cou- 
rage.” * He is one of the braveſt young 
Men in France, reſumed Monſieur de A.- 
rigny; we performed our Exerciſes together 
at Paris, we were hardly ever aſunder du- 
ring our Travels through /taly, and till 
within theſe few Days we have lived in the 
ſtricteſt Intimacy and Friendſhip ; but there 
is a great Coldneſs between us at preſent, 
and I believe it will not be long before we 
ſhall break altogether with each other,” 


© I am ſorry for it, anſwered the Chevalier, 
but is it impoſſible to effect a Reconcilia- 


tion between you?” © It will be a very 
difficult Thing, returned Monſieur de Me- 


ri gay, ſince it is Love that has diſunited us. 
We are both enamoureq of one Lady, and 
neither of us are diſpoſed to yield up our 
Pretentions. However if he had firſt ad- 
dreſſed the Lady, my Friendſhip for him 
would have induced me to make an Effort 
to ſubdue my Paſſion ; but ſince I ſaw, and 
loved her firſt, I expect he ſhould make a 
Sacrifice, ſuch as I would do in his Situa- 
tion, - I ſpoke to him to this Purpoſe this 
Evening, as we both came away toge- 
ther from Mademoiſelle de Montmartin, for 
that is the Name of the young Lady we 
love. I know not how he received what 
I ſaid, but I explained myſelf in a Manner 
ſuſficiemly intelligible, and it is not m 


Fault if he did not underſtand my Meaning. 


The 


40 The Hiftory of the Chev. des E fſors 
The Chevalier was extremely afflicted at 
this Diſcourſe ; he foreſaw that it theſe Friends 
ſhould have a Duel, during his Stay at Fen- 
tainebleau, he ſhould be obliged, according te 
the Rules of that falſe Notion of Honour 
which then prevailed in France, to offer him- 
' ſelf as a Second to Monſieur de dorigny. He 
was not deceived in his ——— Monſieur 
de Morigny was ſcarce awake the ncxt Mor- 
ning, when a Gentleman defired Admittance 
to him, he ordered him to be ſhewn imme- 


diately into his Apartment; after the hiſt 


Civilities the Gentleman told him that the 
young Marquis de Saint-Sauveur deſired to 
ſee him immediately with his Sword in his 
Hand, to give him Satis ſaction for the injuri- 
ous Treatment he hed received from him the 
Evening before : the Gentleman added, that 
the Marquis had done him the Honour to 
chuſe him for his Second, and therefore he 
intreated him to fix upon one of his Friends 
for the ſame Service. Monſieur, replicd 
* Morigny, with 1 Compoſure, I am ready 
to give your Friend the Satisfaction he de- 
© mands, but I will have no Second, and 1 
* know you are a Man of ſo much Honour, 
that upon the Security of your Word, 1 
* will go alone to meet my Adverſary.” | 


© I expected ſuch an Anſwer from one of 
* your Courage and Generoſity, replied the 
< Gentleman, and in the ſame Circumſtances, 
Il would make ſuch a one myſelf, but you 
< doubtleſs know better than I, that Cuſtom 

© in this Place gives the Law to Reaſon. The 
FgBuſi- 
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Buſineſs of Seconds is to be Witneſſes of 
the Conduct of their Friends, not to hight 
themſelves ; but the contrary has obtained 
by long Uſe, and you and I are too young 
to eftabliſh new Laws. I entreat you then, 
Monfieur, to employ ſome one of your 
Friends upon this Occaſion, or permit me 


© to tell the Marquis de Saint-Sauvrur, that 


« you refuſe to give him the ordinary Means 
* of Satisfaction. 


Monſieur de Merigay was going to make 
the Gentleman ſome Anſwer when the Che- 
valier des Ears ſuddenly entered the Room; 
he had heard that ſome Perſon had enquired 
for Monſicur de Arigny, and judging by the 
Diſcourſe he had with him the Evening before, 
that the Marquis de Saint-Sawveur would in- 
fallibly ſend a Challenge the next Morning, 


he rofe haſtily, and wrapping his Nightgown 


about him, ſlipped into a Place from whence 
he could overhear their Converſation. He 
ruſhed into the Room upon hearing the Gen- 
tleman ſay theſe laſt Words: What is the 
Matter, Gentlemen, ſaid he? you ſeem to 
be diſputing ſome Point, is there no way to 
© bring you to an Accommodation. I have 
* thought, added he without giving them 
Time to reply, of an Expedient to put an 
End — — Conteſt, for I ſuſpect the De- 
* fign, Monſieur, that — you here. I 
declare then that if Monficur de Morigny 


* will not accept the Challenge with the Con- 
« ditions you bring him, I offer to take it up- 
* on myſelf, and will attend your Call when- 

; * ever 
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* my dear Chevalier, ſaid Monſieur de Mo- 


« rigny, embracing him; and ſince you will 


* have it ſo, let us dreſs ourſelves inſtantly, 
© and meet the Marquis de Saint-Sauveur at 


the Place appointed, | 


It was with infinite Pain and Regret, that 

the Chevalier took this Step : no Quarrel of 
his own had ever given him ſo much Uneaſi- 
neſs. He was under terrible Apprehenſions 
that by it he ſhould ruin himſelf with the 
old Marquis de Saint-Sauveur, and the Count 
of Berci his Friend. He was preparing to 
aſſiſt Monſieur de Morigny againſt the young 
Marquis de Saint - Sauveur, at the Hazard of 
all the fatal Conſequences that might reſult 
from this Combat. But theſe Conſiderations 
were weak, compared to that of incurring the 


Diſpleaſure of his dear Counteſs. He had 


Reaſon to expect that ſhe would be highly in- 
cenſed againſt him; yet terrible as this Thought 
was, that Notion of falſe Honour, to which 
the braveſt Men were Slaves at that Time, 
made him reſolve, at the Expence of all that 
was dear to him, to comply with it. Unjuſt 
and cruel Law, which reaſonable Men im- 
pu upon themſelves! Thoſe deſtructive 

ims cannot be rejected with too much 


Horror, nor can their Influence during that 


miſerable Period be too highly lamented. 


Every Day tec med with the Fates of ſome 


brave Youths, who wantonly ſacrificed each 
ether's Lives in ſupport of a Quarrel wherein 
they had ao Part, and which they had heard 

| of 


© ever you pleaſe. You are too generous, 
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of but a few Moments before. This Mad- 


and the Counteſs of Berti. 43 


neſs they carried ſtill farther : a Man wo Id 


have thought himſclf injured, and have pubs» 


lickly complained of the Injuſtice that was 
done him, if on fuch an Occation his Friend 
had not made choice of him for his Second 3 
and if it happened that he was informed of the 
Diſpute, he would with the utmoſt Eagerneſs 
run to offer his Arm to revenge the often 
imaginary Wrong. It very frequently hap- 
pened, that the Adverſary to whom he was 
to be oppoſed, was one of his ir mate Friends, 
et it would have been diſhenourable if he 
ad ſcrupled on theſe glorious Occaſions to 
have deprived him of Life, We cannot give 
too many Praiſes to that Prince, truly worthy 
of the . of Great, who by wiſe Edicts, 
ſupported by illuſtrious Examples of a — 
Rigour, at length ſuppteiſed this ſavage 
lantry, which every Day carried off ſome of 
the Flower of his Nobility, and the braveſt 
Men in bis Kingdom. But let us reſume.the 


Thread of our Hiſtory, and fee what paſſed 


at the Houſe of Monſieur de Merigny. 


As ſoon as it was determined there, that 
they ſhould fight two againſt two, the Che- 
valicr des Effars, and Monſieur de Morigny, 
dreſt themſelves in haſtc, and were conducted 
by the Gentleman into one of the moſt-private 
Parts of the Foreſt of Fontainebleau, where 


they found the young Marquis de Saint-Sau- 


venr waiting for thera on Horſeback, They 
all diſmounted in an Inſtant, and tripping 
themſelves to their Shirts, the Chevalier des 

Ear: 


2 7 


44 The Hiſtory of the Chev. des Ear: 
Eſſars and the Gentleman left the young Mar- 
quis de Saint Sauveur, and Monſieur de Me- 
riguy to terminate their real Diſpute, while 
they went to put an End to their imaginary 
one. However they aſſaulted each other wit 
no leſs Fury than the two others, and after 
both had made ſeveral Paſſes without Succeſs, 
they cloſed and cach received a Wound from 
his Adverſary. The Chevalier paſſed his 
Sword through the Gentleman's right Thigh, 
and was himſelf wounded at the fame Time 
in the left Arm. The Gentleman no longer 
able to ſtand fell upon the Ground, and the 
Chevalier des Eſſars, too generous to take 
Advantage of his good Fortune, and having 
not the leaſt Deſign to terminate by the Death 
of his Adverſary the Combat which was 
now become unequal, ſpoke to him in theſe 


Terms : 


Let us put an End, Monſieur, to a Diſ- 
pute which began on our Friend's Account, 
we have no Reaſon to hate each other, 
© Take. my Advice, let us content ourſelves 
© with the Blood we have mutually ſhed, and 
do you permit me to go and endeavour to 
* ſeparate two Men, whom a Trifle has made 


© Enemies. 


He quitted the Gentleman that Inſtant, 
without waiting for his. Anſwer, and ran 
eagerly, to the two Rivals, who had both 
given and received ſeveral Wounds. But in 
the Moment as he was advancing towards 


them, the, Sword of the young Marquis by 


a Stroke 


— 


nente 
e 


© a a 


4 
— 


a Stroke of his Enemy's broke in the Middle: 
The unfortunate Youth ſeeing the Chevalier 
des Ears approach alone with his Sword 
drawn and bloody, did not doubt but that he 
had killed his Friend and was come to the 
Aſſiſtance of Monſieur de Morigny. But not 
ſuffering theſe Apprehenſions to appear, he 
redoubled his Efforts, although he had now 
nothing but a broken Sword to defend him- 
ſelf with, and reſolved to ſell his Life dearly. 
But the Chevalier des Ears, throwing him- 
> ſelf between the Combatants, intreated them 
to ſtop a Moment and liſten to him. 


* 


end the Counteſs of Berti. 45 


© You are both brave, ſaid he, neither has 
had any Advantage over the other, but what 
Chance, not ſuperiour Skill or Strength, has 
given. I therefore conjure * Gentlemen, 
to remember your former Friendſhip, once 
ſo tender and ſincere, and do not raſhly 
ſacrifice it to ſo flight a Difference as yours 
is. ,Can you refuſe to grant this Favour to 
two Friends who have ſo lately expoſed their 
Lives and ſhed their Blood for you? 


Well, Marquis, ſaid Monſieur de Mo- 
rigny, will you not now confeſs yourſelf 
vanquiſhed, when with only a broken Sword 
you have the Chevalier des Ears and me 
allo to oppoſe ? * | 


© No, anſwered the brave Marquis de Sainte 


Sauveur, with a generous Indignation, I 
am not vanquiſhed, do not flatter yourſelves 


that you have this Adyantage over me, you 
are 


* 
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6 are indeed Maſters 9 Life, Fortune has 
« delivered it into your Hands, but you can- 
« not take my Courage from me, although 
I am deprived of the Means f defending 
« myſelf,* * Live then, replied Monſieur 
© de Morigny, charmed with the young Mar- 
© quis's Courage and noble Contempt of Death; 
< live unconquered and - invincible : the poor 
Advantage I have gained, I'owe only to 
„ Fortune, 1 claim no Triumph from it; 
and all I conteſt for is, that I may not be 

© overcome in Virtue and Generolity.” 


2 


Ah, my dear Morigny, replied the young 
« "Marquis, I now acknowledge you have 
truly vanquiſhed me, when with ſuch Great- 
© neſs of Soul you give me a Life which you 
© might have deprived me of without Shame, 
c. and Injuſtice, but which my Courage 
© would never have ſuffered* me to aſk for. 
© Yes, dear Morigny, my Eyes are opened, 
© in'thee I no longer behold a Rival, and an 
© Enemy; but ſee with Joy a virtuous and 
© magnanimous Friend. My Heart, ſoftened 
© by thy Generoſity, refigns for ever its Ha- . 
© tred and Defire of Revenge. Suffer me © 

then with this tender and fincere Embrace © 
© to aſſure you, that I have the higheſt Efteem * 
© for your Virtues, and the utmoſt Gratitude _* 
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- © for the Kindneſs you heve ſhewn me. + 
: | Saying this he threw away his broken Sword, 
— and ran into the Arms of Monſieur de Mor ig ny. 


They continued a long Time in a ſtrict Em- 
brace, and reciprocally conjured each other 
to forget they had ever had any Difference, 


vowing ** 
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and the Connteſe of Berei, uy 


vowing a perpetual Friendſhip for the future, 
which no Conſideration whatever ſhould have 


Power to break. 


The Marquis de Saint-Sauveur then en- 
quiring of Monficur de Morigay the Name of 
his generous Friend, he turned to the Che» 
valier des Ears, and politely thanked _ 
for the Generoſity he had ſhewn him, and 
which he had not x Han th intreating him in 
the moſt obligin 8 Terma, to grant him the 
Honour of his Friendſhip. The Chevalier 
met theſe Advances of the young Marquis de 


Sgint-Sauveur with a Politeneſs full of Mo- 


deſty and Reſpe&t ; he embraced him tenderly, 
and they both vowed an eternal Friendſhp. 


Mean Time the Chevalier des Eſſars loſt 
a great deal of Blood; but the Friend of the 
arquis de Saint-Sauveur loſt much more: 
that Gentleman was ſo weakened by his 
Wound, and the great Effuſion of x Fer 
ffom it, that he had not been able to riſe. 
They all ran to the Place where the Che- 
valier des Efſars had left bim, and found 


him more ſenſible of his Misfortune in 


not having been able to follow the Che- 
valiers than of the Pain of his Wound. But 
when he was informed of the happy Event 
of the Combat between his Friend and Mon- 
ficur de Morigny, he congratulated them both 
with a ſincere Joy. 


*The whole Court was 3 informed of 
this Duel. The Challenge had not been ſent 


with 


43 The Hiflory of the Chev. des E ers 
with ſuch Secreſy, but Mademoiſelle de Mont- 


martin, who was the Occaſion of it, had Notice 


of it a few Moments afterwards. Several of 
the young Lords of the Court, to whom ſhe 
had communicated the Aﬀair, mounted im- 
mediately to go in Search of the Rivals, and 
to ſeparate them : but not knowing the Spot 


they had choſen to decide their Quarrel, they 


wandered abcut a long Time in the Foreſt, 
and did not find them till the Combat was 
over. The firſt that diſcovered them were 
the Friends of the Gentleman who had been 
wounded in the Thigh: they cauſed a Hand- 
litter to be made immediately with ſome 


Branches they broke off the Trees, and car- 


ried him to Fonteineblcau. The Marquis de 
Saint-Sauveur earneſtly recommended him to 
the Cate of his Attendants, and took Leave 
of him with great Tenderneſs, expreſſing the 
utmoſt Concern for his Wound ; and then 
mounting his Horſe, he joined the Chevalier 


des Ear, and Monſicur de Morigny, and they 


rode all together, after renewing their Pro- 
teſtations of an inviolable Friendſhip for the 
Future. Monſieur de Morigny and the Che- 
valier des Ears took the Road to Paris, and 
the Marquis de Saint- Sauveur that which led 
to the Caſtle of his Brother-in-law the Count 
of Berei; for their Combat had made it dan- 
gerous for them to return to Fontainebleau. 


The old Marquis de Saint Sauveur, who 
had riſen very early that Morning to viſit his 
wounded Servants, was informed by one of 
his Footman of the Duel fought by his Son, 

which 
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and the Counteſs of Barei. 49 


= which already made a great Noiſe at Fantaine- 
lian. tle ſeat immediately to his Son's 
= Lodgings to be more particularly informed, 
and his Meſſenger was told that the young 
Lord went out very early in the Morning 
with three other Gentlemen on Horſeback, 
with an Intention, as it was ſuppoſed, to fight, 
and that ſeveral of the Couttiets had mounted 
their Horſes and were gone to ſeparate them. 
This News filled the old Man with the moſt 
dreadful Alarms, he mounted a Horſe that 
Inſtant, and galioped after them, and ſoon 
met the Men who carried the wounded Gen- 
tleman 3 from whom he was informed of the 
Evrnt of the Combat. The goud old Man 
then returned to Fontainebleau, and after te- 
commending his Servants to the Care of the 
Surgeons, he took the Road to the Caſtle 
of Rraupian, whither he did not doubt his 
Son had retired. His Lagernels: to fee him 
and be aſſured that he was not dangerouſly 
hut, made him uſe ſuch Speed, that the 
young Lord was ſtill in the Embraces of the 
Count and Counteſs of Berci when he at- 
rived, | 


The Counteſs and ber Brother felt very 
different Sentiments at the Sight of their Fa- 
ther, hers was all Joy and Tenderneſs, his 
Surprize and Confuſion. After the old Mar- 
quis had embraced his Son-in-Jaw and his 
Daughter, the young Marquis approached to 
pay his Duty to him, and was received with 
equal Tcadergcts as the others, the good old 

Vor. I. _” Gen- 


50 The Hiſtory of the Chev. des E ſſars bi 
Gentleman ſeeming not to perceive that be 
had his Arm in a Scarf; but as ſoon as they Þ 
were all ſeated at Table, the Counteſs of Bercs © 
obſerved it for the firſt Time: Certainly, 
© ſaid ſhe, you have ſome Reaſons which you 
< are unwilling to own for wearing this Scarf, 
© I cannot believe you carry it in Triumph, 
© as a Favour from a Miſtreſs, but rather 
that you are obliged through Neceſſity to 
© wear it. I beg you will explain this My 4 
© to me, it has an Appearance that gives me 


* great Inquietude.“ 
I] own to you, Siſter, replied the youn f 
„Marquis, — am obliged to wear the j 
© Scarf on Account of a violent Pain I feel in 
my Arm, but it is not dangerous, there- . 
© fore do not be uneaſy about it. I know 
* Son, ſaid the old Marquis, that your Arm ; 
© gives you ſome Pain, but pray tell the true | 
© Cauſe of it to your Siſter, I ſhall raile _ 
another Quarrel between you and a Gen- 
© tleman I met in the Foreſt of Fontainebleau 4 
© to Day, if yeu relate the Affair differently _ 


© from what he told it.“ The young Mar- 
quis bluſhed at theſe Words, and not doubt: 
ing but that his Father was fully informed of 
the whole Affair, he related it to his Brother. 
in-law and his Siſter very ſuccinctly, praiſing b 
particularly the Generoſity of Monſicur de 
Morigny's Second, who, he ſaid, had faved his 
Liſe in the very Moment that his Sword was 
broken in his Hand; and he owned that he 
could not have avoided Death, if that ** 3 
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+. and the Counteſs Berri. 1 
Man had not eagerly thrown himſelf between 
him and his Adverfary. | n 


The young Marquis was about to tell the 
Name of his Deliverer, when he ſtopt through 
Reſpect, perceiving his Father was going to 
Son, ſaid the old Gentleman, you 
© have to Day had a very narrow Eſcape, let 
me adviſe you never to tempt an unneceſſa ry 
Danger, there are Accidents enough which 
© happen in the World, by which the Life of 
< a brave Man may be ſhortened, there is no 
© Occaſion to ſeek Death, he comes too often 
0 and undeſired. Your Raſhneſs 


© was the Cauſe of your Danger this Day, 


but that which I eſcaped Yeſterday was t 


t meer Effc of ill Fortune. I was attacked 


1 

1 6 * . 
”, thing I ever met with ; I could not help be- 
| £ : | D 
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©< hea 


in the Foreſt of Fontaineblrau by a Band of 
© -Robbers, who wounded two of my moſt 
< faithful Servants, and put the reſt to þ light. 
© I could not have avoided ſinking under their 
© Strokes, but for an Aſſiſtance, more than 
© human 1 think, which was brought me 


when my Strength had almoſt wholly for- 


< faken me; a Gentleman on Horſeback came 
to my Relief, when I deſpaired of 

ppeared like the avenging Thunder of 
© Heaven, he either overthrew or diſperſed 
all my Enemies in a few Moments. I could 
not view him plainly becauſe it was almoſt 
© dark, but he had the Air and Port of 's 
Hero, as well as che Valour and Courage 
© of one, but his Modeſty exceeded 


* ing 
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52 The Hiftory of the Chev. des E ars 
ing grieved at it, becauſe it robbed me of 


_ © the pleaſing Satisfaction of knowing to whom 


I was obliged for my Life, however he an- 
© ſwered my Enquiries with Excuſes ſu polite, 
6 and with ſuch a graceful Sweetneſs, that I 
c durſt not take the Liberty to preſs him any 


« farther, I thought I ſhould have failed in 


© ReſpeR and Gratitude, if I had urged him 
© to reveal a Secret which he doubtleſs had 


« Reaſons for concealing from me.” 


At theſe Words one of the old Marquis's 
Servants who waited at his Chair, ſtepping a 
little forward, ſaid, Monſieur, the Gentle- 
© man who came to your Afﬀſtance in the 
Wood, is called the Chevalier des Ears, 
© his Valet de Chambre told it me Veſterday, 
< as we purſued our Journey after the Com- 
bat: and he added, that he had left this 
« Caſtle the ſame Day, but hearing his Maſter 
make you Excuſes for not telling his Name, 
© he earneſtly intreated me not to mention to 
s you what he had told me. I hkewiſe be- 
© lieve that he is the fame Perſon who fought 


this Morning with the Gentleman we met 


jn the Foreft, for I heard it ſaid that his 
Adverſary came to Fontainebleau but laſt 


Night. 
The young Marquis de Saint-Sauveyr was 
the only Perſon preſent who could clear up a 
Myſtery which perplexed every one elſe. "He 


.zccordingly declared that the valiant Man to 


whom both his Father and himſelf owed the 


Prefer- 
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end the Counteſs of Bera. 53 


Pleſervation of their Lives, was the Cheva- 
her des Er. A general Aſtoniſhment ſeiz- 
cd the Conpany: ail were eager to give the 
Chevalier's Vaicur and Modeſty the Praiſes 
fo juftly due, Fle Satisfaction and Joy which 
the Counteſs of Berci felt ar this News was 
ſilent, but not left hacete. She was afraid of 
indulging herfe'f in 2 Expreſſions of it, Ic ſt 
fc mul give Caule 04 deſpicion to her Bro- 
ther-in Jaw, This young Man kept a pro- 
found Silence, and ſecmed unwilling to give 
the Chevalier's Virtues that Tribute of juſt 
Praiſe which every other Perſon allowed him. 


| The Company obſerved his Uneaſineſs, the 
Effect of a mean and malicious Envy. It is 


the Quality of that unjuſt Paſſion, when it 


cannot blacken a ſuperiour and generally- ac- 
knowledged Merit, to give Pain and Grief to 
iis Owner at the Applauſes with which it is 
honoured. The Counteſs in her Heart ſet a 
juſt Value upon the Services her Family had 
received from the Chevalier des Efſars, ſhe 
praiſed him cautiouſly, but inwardly acknow- 
ledged that a Lover ſo brave and generous 


| deſerved her moſt tender Eſteem. 
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The old Marquis de Saint Saudeur remain- 
ed fifreen Days at Beauplan, after which he 
returned with his Son to Fontainebleau. He 
ſ,und his two Servants dead of their Wounds, 
which gave him a very ſenſible Grief, Tbe 
Chevalier des Eſſars and Monſieur de Morigny 
bring but lightly wounded, ſoon recovered 
their Health, as alſo the young Marquis ds 
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54 The Hiſtory of the Chev. det E "Jars 
Saint-Satveur, and his Second. But Love, 
which raged with a cruel Violence in the 
Heart of the wretched Chevalier, poiſoned 
all his Joys, and made Glory itſelf taſteleſs 


Abſence, that Remedy ſo often ſucceſsful 
in Love, rendered the Chevalicr's P:fhon 
more ardent, He was not able to taſte any 
Pleaſure while hz remained baniſhed from 
Beauplan, the Idea of the Counteſs of Perc: 
purſued him every where. A Lover leſs re- 


ſpeAful than himfclf, after having been ſo 


happy as to render two ſuch. ſignal Services to 


the Father and Brother of his Miſtreſs, would 
not have heſitated to have preſented himſelſ 


before her: But awed by her Commands to 
the contrary, he rather choſe to pine in Ab- 
ſence, and fall a Victim to the Torments 
that conſumed him, than offend her. He 
was likewiſe apprehenfive that the two Klar- 
quifes de Saint Sauveur were ſtill at Beauplan, 
but it was the Preſence of young Berri which 
he dreaded more than that of any other. He 
knew he was-acquainted with his Paſſion for 
the Counteſs his Siſter- in- law, he trembled 
at the Thoughts of ſuch an intereſted Obfer- 
vet, as he would prove, he could not hope for 
an Opportunity of entertaining the Counteſs, 
amidſt ſuch' a crowd of Relations and Friends. 
So many Obftacles were not capable of damp- 
ing one Moment the Ardour of his Paſſion. 
His Impatience to ſee the charming Counteſs 
increaſed with the Difficulties of gratifying it; 
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yet be determined to ſtay at Paris till he had 
by 2 Letter demanded her Pet miſſion to Wait 
ou her at Beauplan, and he fixed upon one of 
his Servants, whoſe Fidelity he had often ex- 
perienced, to be the Bearer of it, | 


During the Time that the Chevalier had 
re ſided with the Count, he became acquainted 
with a Woman who lived in a Village at a 
ſnall Diſtance from the Caſtle. He foreſaw 
that he might one Day have Occaſion toc 


her Aſſiſtance in his Paſſion, and by rich. Pre- 
ſcnts he had entizely ſecured her in his In- 
tereſt. He was too ptudent, aud had too much 
Reſpect for, the Counteſs of Berci, to make 


ber the Conſidant of his Love for that Lady; 


tberefore he told her that he was fond of one 


© of her Women, whoſe Name was Marianne. 


This Girl was greatly beloved by the Coun- 


teſe, and entirely poſſeſſed her Confidence. 
The Chevalier had gained her by the ſame 
- Methods as the Country- Woman, and ſhe 


had promiſed him to deliver his Letters to ber 


Lady. The Chevalier wrote to the Counteſs 


with a trembling Hand, and a Heart agitated 


by à thouſand Fears. He gave the Letter to 
his Servant with full Inſtructions how to act, 


- ordering him above all Things not to go 
to Bauplan till it was Night, and to ſet out 


again from thence at the firſt Dan of Day. 
This faithful Domeſtick executed his Maſe 


ter's Orders with the utmoſt Exactneſs. He 


. 
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* 
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delivered the Letter to the Woman, it was 


4 
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incloſed in a Cover directed to Marianne,; 7 


he like wiſe gave her two Chains of Gold from 


his Maſter, one for Marianne, and the other 


for herſelf, in reward of her Fidelity, The 
next Day the Country- Woman after locking 
up the Chevalier's Servant in her Houſe, went 


to the Caſtle of Beauplan, and eafily acquitted 1 


herſelf of her Commiſſion, no Perſon in the 
Houſe having the leaſt Suſpicion of the Cauſe 
of her coming. Marianne took an Opportu- 
nity to give the Letter to the Counteſs, when 
ſhe retired in the Evening to her Cloſet, 
Madam de Berci was at firſt ſurprized and 
angry at the Boldneſs of her Woman, ſhe 
reproved her ſeverely, and for a long Time 
refuſed to receive the Letter from her Hands. 
But this Girl, who had fome Power over the 
Mind of her Miſtrefs, and who wanted nei- 


ther Wit hor Cunning, ufed ſo many Argu- 
ments to prove that ſhe might without Re- 


proach receive a Letter from a Man to whom 
ſhe owed ſuch extraordinary Obligations, that 


the Counteſs, overcame at length by her Rea- 


ſons, and ſecretly perſuadrd by the Motions 
of her own Heart, took the Chevalier's Lettet 
from her, and opening it with extreme Agi- 


tation, read theſe Words: 


* How ſhall a Lover, Madam, whom you 


dave condemned to Silence, whom you have 
baniſhed from your Sight, make known the 
Violence of his Paſſion? Yet to be allowed 
to make you ſenſible that he loves you, 


* the only Conſolation he requires. Is it too 


3 
1 
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much Preſumption to wiſh to be pitied by 
« you, when Pity is all he dares hope for or 
© requeſt ? But how can you pity unleſs you 
© are a Witneſs of the Torments I endure : 
And how can you be a Witneſs of them 
«* while I remain baniſhed from your Sight? 
Conſider, Madam, I beſeech you, that this 
* 


Exile which 1 have ſuffered is your own 
Work. At length relent, and permit me to 
* approach you, again afford me the Bleſſing 
of beholding you, 'tis all I aſk, and it is 
the only Means of preſerving a Life which 
I would loſe with Pleaſute to do you Set- 
vice. Your Anſwer will determine my 


1 Fate. 


The Counteſs of Berci was greatly affected 
with this Letter, ſome Sighs eſcaped her 
unknown to herſelf, the Chevalier's reſpect- 


ful Paſſion lulled all her Suſpicions aſleep, and 


the unhappy State of his Mind excited her 
Pity. Nevertheleſs ſhe was in Doubt whether 
ſhe ought to write him an Anſwer, Reaſon 


. and Honour dictated to her that a virtuous 


Woman ought not to indulge herſelf in a Cor- 
reſpondence, however innocent, with a Man 
who is her profeſt Lover. But Gratitude and 
Compaſſion pleaded the Chevalier's Cauſe 
with ſuch inrefiſtable Force, that ſhe flattered 
herſcif ſhe might write to him and even ſee 
him, without wounding the Duty ſhe owed 
her Huſband. The Count of Berct deſigned 


the next Day to accompany his Father and 


Brother to Fontainebleau, therefore te- 
. - 3 ſolved 
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7 \ x E 1 
Olved not only to write an Anſwer to the 


Chevalier, but alſo to take Advantage of her 
Huſband's Abſence, to give bim an Interview 
in private, and taking up the Pen ſhe wrote 
to him in theſe Words: | \ ph 


I anſwer your Letter, Monſieur, con- 
© trary to the Rules my Duty impoſes upon 
© me, to put you in Mind of yours, which is to 
© ceaſe a Purſuit that will infallibly be fruitleſs, 
and may be fatal. Hope for nothing from 
© me beyond Eſteem and Gratitude, the one 
© I cannot refuſe your Merit, and I owe the 
< other to the Services you have lately render- 
ed me, in the Perfons of my Father and 
© Brother. I am willing to believe that you 
© love me with Honour, and this Thought 


© alone prevails with me to grant you Per- 


< miffion to ſee me. I ſhall be alone on Fri- 
day in the Afternoon, if this Letter reaches 
you ſoon enough, you may come to Brau- 
© plan, and at eleven o'Clock at Night you will 


© find the Garden Door open, and Marianne 


© attending to conduct you to me. See, Mon- 
© fieur, what Hazards I run to expreſs my 
© Acknowledgement for the Obligations you 
© have conferred upon me. But again I warn 
« you not to expect that you can ever inſpire 
© me with any other Sentiments, than what 
© the moſt rigid Virtue will permit a reaſona- 
ble Woman to entertain. | 
The Counteſs, who was too innocent and 


unexperienced to reflect on the 9 
| | | — 
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"and the Counteſs of Berei. 59 
of ſuch a ſuſpicious Interview, was very well 
ſatisfied with the Terms in which ſhe had 
conceived her Letter. But this falſe Step, 
however guiltleſs ſhe was in Intention, was 
ſoon followed by the moſt dreadful Alarms, 
it expoſed her to the greateſt Danger ſhe had 
ever been in during her whole Life, and was 
the Source of all thoſe Misfortunes ſhe after- 
wards proved. The Country - Woman re- 
turned the next Morning to the Caſtle, and 
received the Anſwer which the Counteſs had 
written from the Hands of Marianne : that 
Girl pretended it was a Letter from her 


to the Chevalier des Ears. The Chevalier's 


Servant ſet out for Paris, as ſoon as it was 
dark, and mindful of his Maſter's Orders 
made ſuch haſte that he arrived there early the 
next Day. Although there was nothing in the 
Counteſs's Letter, which could flatter the Che- 


_ valier with a — of being more happy than 


Compaſſion, reftrained by Duty could make 
hum; yet it filled him with inconceivable 
Tranfport, and he mounted on Horſeback 
that Inſtant, in order to be at Beauplan at 
the appointed Time. 


The Count of Berci took Horſe to attend 
his Father and Brother-in-law to Fontainebleau, 
that very Day on which the Chevalier arrived 
at Beauplan. As he went only in complai- 
{ance to the Marquis and his Son, they would 
not ſuffer him to go farther than half way; 


and then obliged him to return back, The 
Counteſ who had not expected to ſee her 
Tr Huſ- 
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Huſband that Night, was greatly perplexed 
at his Return; ſhe now repented of the 
Aſfignation ſhe had made the Chevalier des 
Effars, and was in dreadful Uneaſineſs leſt it 
ſhould be diſcovered: Yet ſhe concealey her 
Agitations from her Huſband as well as ſhe 
poſſibly could, but ſhe was too much diſ- 
ordered to be able to eat any Supper. The 
Count was uneaſy, ſuppoſing ſhe was indii- 
poſed, Madam de Berci eagerly catched at that 
xpedient, and made it her Excuſe for retiring 
immediately after Supper to her Chamber. 
The Count attributing his Wite's Indiſpo- 
ſition to her Gricf at parting with her Father 
and Brother, obligirgly endeavoured to con- 
ſole her, and conducting her to her Apait- 
ment, withdrew to his own. 
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The Night was dark and cloudy, and ſa- 
voured the Deſires of the Chevalier des Eſſars, 
who was very ſolicitious to prevent being ſeen 
near the Caſtle of Beauplan, leſt it ſhould re- 
flect any Diſhonour upon the Character of 
his Miitreſs. The whole Family was already 
enjoying the Sweets of a profound Repoſe, 
when Marianne going ſoftiy out of her Lady's 
Apartment, went to the Gate; ſhe there found 
the paſſionate Chevalier, who lover-like had 
through Impatience come an Hour ſooner than 

he was directed, and had waited for her with 
great Anxiety. Marianne did not fail to ex- 
aggerate the Danger to which ſhe expoſed 
herſelf to do him Service, and proteſted her 
Zealfor his Intereſt ſo ſtrongly, that the Che- 


valier, 
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and the Countrſs of Berce:. % | G1 


raller, Who thought the Moments too preci- 
ous to waſte in I banks, took a fine Ring off 
his Finger, aud gave it to the faithtul Con- 
ſidant im acknowledgement of her Kindaeſs : 
ſhe then deftred him to fullow her with the 
utmott Precautiun, aud brought him without 
being diſcovered, into the Apartment of the 
Countels, Madam de Dera looked fo charm- 
ing in the elegant Undre(s ſhe was in, that the 
Chcyalier, luit in Adauratiun and Deſire, al- 
moſt forget the Condition upon which he 
was permitted to fee lier. But the lovely 
Counte!s, who was Capabie of inſpiring at once 
Reſpect and Love, tepteſt this firlt Tranſport 
by a modeſt Regard, full of mingled: Sweet- 
nels and Severity ; then deliring the Cheva- 

}{cr to be (cated, the ſpoke thus to him: | 


© If you knew, Monſieur, the Danger to 
* which I exprſe my Reputation, and per- 


© haps iny Lite, by ſecing you here, theſe 


« flight Charms would take up leſs of your 
Attention. My Lord is not at Fontaine - 
eau with my Father as I expected he 
* would have bcen this Night, he is retired 
to his own Chamber in complaiſance to me: 
his unexpected Return to Heap lan perplexs 
* ed me greatly, and in order to keep my 
Word with you, I have been obliged to 
« feign myſeif indiſpoſed; do net then, Mon- 
* ficur, abuſe a Favour which I could not re- 
© fule to your earneſt Intreaties, and ta the In- 
* tereſt I take in the Preſervation af your 


© Life, which you have ſo lately ventuted in 


© the 


(2 The Hifhiry of the Chev. drs Eſars 
the Service of my Family. In your Fa- 


#:vour'T have in ſome Degree tranſgieſſed the 
Laus of Decorum : the Conſideration [ 


have had for you, ought to ſecure your Gra- 


6/tirude, and to prevent your Forming any 


Hopes from a Conde ſcenſion I cannot 


help condemning in myſelf: know this is 
the laſt Time you mult ever expect to fee 
me alone.” 


The Counteſs had ſcarce uttered theſe laſt 
Words, when ſome body knocked haſtily at 
the Door of the Antichamber : the Cheva- 
lier did not doubt but it was the Count, and 
began to ſuſpect that Madam de Berci had 
laid this Snare to ruin him : when he was firſt 
told that a Man whom he had ſuppoſed to be 
at Fontainebleau, was in his own Chamber in 
that very Houſe, he entertained ſome Suſ- 
picions againſt the Counteſs, but had already 
rejected them as too injurious to that amiable 


Lady, when the Noiſe at the Door of her 


Antichamber awaked them again in his Mind; 
and now not doubting any longer that he was 
betrayed, © Madam, ſaid he to the Counteſs, 
you had many other Ways of freeing your- 
© ſelf from a Paſſion which you doubtleſs 
thought too importunate, without ſacrifi- 
fing me to your Huſband's Revenge. But 
be affured, Madam, I will not loſe my Life 
without putting that of your Lord's into 
Danger, into whoſe Hands you have deli- 
vered me.” f 


Ah, 
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and the Counteſs of B. 63 


+ Ah, how you injure me by theſe Suſpi- 
cions, replied the eſs, half dead with 
fear ! it is not now a Time to endeavour 
by Oaths to aſſure you of 2 
but the Teſtimony you will ſoon have of 
it will make you know the Injuſtice you 
© do me; but retire, I conjure you, behind the 
© Tapiſtry, you will be abſolutely ſafe from a 
© Diſcovery there, and if you are not con- 
« vinced of my Innocence, ſacrifice my Life 
to your Revenge.“ She ſpoke theſe Words 
with a low Voice, and then called Marianne, 
who had heard the Knocking at the Door 
but like one that underſtood her Buſineſs 
well, made no Offers to ſtir, till ſhe had Di- 
rections from her Lady. The Chevalier a 
little reaſſured by bis Miſtreſs Words, 
placed himſelf behind the Tapiſtry, holding 


SS «a © a 


nt cloſe with his left Hand, but through a 


little Opening which he left that he might 
ſce who came into the Room, he held a 
Pocket- Piſtol which he reſolved in Caſe of 


Neͤc ceſſity, to uſe in his own Defence. 


Marianne as if hardly awake, came into 
her Lady's Room with a looſe Gown on, and 
went to open the Door of the Antichamber 
to her Lord, for it was he that demanded 
Entrance, The Count, as he approached his 
Wife, paſſed ſo near the Place where the 
Chevalier was concealed, that he touched 
the End of the Piſtol : the Chevalier ac- 
knowledged afterwards that he was never ſo 
much alarmed in his Life ; but the Count 

went 
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went on Without obſcrving any I hing, an“ 
ſecing that his Wife Mas not yet in Bed, he 
ſat down upon the Supha Which the Cheva- 
lies had quitted but a few Moments betorc, 
and with a Lock of tender Anxicty, which 
relieved the Counteſs from ſome Part of het 
Fears, enquited how, ie did. 


Madam de Berci anſwered ina low Voice, 
that ſhe had been worke tice Supper, that the 
was feveriſh and juſt going to Bed, to tiy if 
ſhe could get a little Reil, which ſhe hoped 


would relieve her. Ihe Count taking her 


Hand felt her Puiſe, which from the T'crrors 
with which ſhe was agitated, beating a little 
utequally, * You aic indeed diſordered, ſaid 
< the tender Count, but I hope your liineſs will 
„ not be dangerous, I could not be eaſy till 
© ] ſaw you, I have been but a few Mo- 
ments in Bed yet was terrified by a hor- 
rid Dream from which I awaked in Agonies, 
« I dreamt a monitrous Dragon was goin 

© to deyour you: your Indiſpoſition 1 | 
© had imagined was but flight, roſe to my 
*- thought, I began to be apptchenſive that 
© this was the Dragon, and that you were 
6. grown much worſe ſince I ſaw you, I came 
« .cagerly to know the State of your Health, 


and thank Heaven J find it better than I 


© expected; but whby ace you not in Bed? 
Let me have the Satisfaction to ſee you en- 
© joyivg a quiet Slcep before I return to my 
owa Apaitment,” | 


v 
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+ The Chevalier's Suſpicions returned when 
2 he heard the Count relate his Dream, he was 
© :biotute! ; perfaaded that he was diſcovered, 
2 and the Counteſs dteadſully alarmed knew 
not what to expect. The Count's Interpre- 
tation of his Dream, reafſured them a little, 
but when they found he intended to ſtay ſome 
* Time longer, and that he pieſled Madam 
d, Berii to go to Bed, all again ſecmed loſt. 
' The Chevalier was apprebenfive that he 
ſhould not be able to continue long in the 
Situation he was in, for it was extreamly 
uneaſy, Nevertheleſs as he had a great deal} 
of Courage, and was very much in love, 
the Hope of the Count's retning in an 
Hour, ſupported him under fo difagreeable 
2 Reftraim ; but he mdulged his ill Humour 
with fecretly execrating this too tender Huf- 
band, who after three Years Marriage came 
' ſo unſeaſonably to give his Wife a Proof of 
his Fondneſs. | 
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The' Counteſs of Berci was obliged to go 
to Bed, and under ptetence that the Taper 
which the Count had brought in with hiat 
glare too full in her Eves, the ordered Ma- 
rianne to draw the Curtain on that Side where 
the Chevalier ſtood concealed. Marianat 
obeying her Lady's Orders with too much | 
Precipitation, diſingaged herfelf from a little bn 
Dog which had followed the Count into his 
Wie's Apartment: the Animal being free 
ran to the Place where the trembling Lover 
was. concealed, and diſcoverivg inſtinctively 


that 
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* 
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that a Stranger was in the Room, he begs F 
oud, that the Count was riſing 


to bark fo 
from his Seat to endeavour to pacify him him- 
ſelf. But the Counteſs in great agitation held 
back her Huſband, And Marianne coaxing 
the little Creature into good Humour, at Jaſt 
catched him in her Arms, and carried him 
into her own Chamber, where ſhe did not 
fail to beat him ſevercly, for his unſcaſouable 


Fidelity to his Maſter. 


The Counteſs of Fer. i finding her Huſbend 
reſolved to ſtay ftill ſhe was quite compolcd, 
was obliged to counterfeit herfelf aſleep, and 
the Count when he was aſſured ſhe was lo, 
rifing ſoftly, wet out of her Apartment and 
retired to his own. His Abſence relieved 
the Counteſs and the Chevalier from terrible 
Inquietude : the ardent Lover as ſoon as he 
was withdrawn, left the Place of his Con- 
cealment and went to the Counteſs's Bed-fide, 
where he threw himſelf on his Knees, and im- 
plored her pardon, for the ungenerous Suſpi- 
cion he had entertained. he Countcſs 
ſweetly bluſhing at the Situation ſhe was in 
before her Lover, told him ſhe had already 
pardoned him, and hoped that for the future he 
would judge more candidly of her Sincerity 
and Honour, The Chevalier ſcarce liſtened 
to what ſhe ſaid, he had not only forgot his 
paſt Danger, but alſo the Conditions to which 
he had bound himſelf when he requeſtedan in- 
terview with the Counteſs. 
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faſolent Man, cried the Counteſs, darting 
a diſdainful Look at him, and puſhing him 
away with all her Force, is it thus that you 
abuſe the Credulity of an unhappy Woman, 
who has ſo lately expoſed, both her Honour, 
and her Life for you? Baſe and. ungrate- 
ful as you ate, was it to cover your impious 
Deſigns that theſe Appearances of Reſpect 
and Submiſſion were aſſumed ? But go avoid 
my Sight, and thank my Clemency that I 
content myſelf with Depriving you for ever 
of my Eſteem, without making you feel 


the juſt Effects of my Indignation. 
Ah! Madam, replied rhe impetuous Che- 


© valier, how can you imagine I ſhould be 
« Maſter of myſelf, expoſed to the Aſſault 
© of ſo many Charms ? My Paſſion is ſtronger 
than my Reaſon, its Violence is my Ex- 
* cuſe, and I ought lefs to excite your An- 
ger for my Preſumption, than your Com- 
* paſhon for the Miſcries I have ſuffered.” 
Theſe Words were not calculated to remove 
the Counteſs's Anger, any more than the 
Behaviour by which they were followed. 
That unfortunate Lady, now fiſt perceiving 
the Danger to which ſhe had expoſed her, 
Virtue, aſſumed more Courage and Reſolu- 
tion, ſhe called Marianne with loud Cries, 
the Terror ſhe was in not giving her Time 
to reflect that her Huſband might be alar- 
med: her Woman appearing, the Chevalier 
tull of Repentance 4 his Attempt, retired 
from the Bed 


ſide, the Counteſs no longer 
| bbſetv- 


e 
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obſerving avy Terms with him, commanded 
him with a Look and Voice which mede him 
tremble, to Icave her Chamber, and fiercely 
threatened to fend for her Lord, and ſhe 
him the ical Dragon which he had ſeen only 
in lis Dream, unleſs be ob:ycd her that 
Inſtant. | 

It was in vain that the nappy Cheval'er 
endcavourcy by Icais 464 Praveis to ſoſten 
the Anger of his ingen'cd Xliflceſs, ſhe was 
inexorable, and he was obliged to quit her, 
with the Grief of knowing that he had loſt 


ber Eſtcem by giving way to the Impe- 


tuoſity of his Deſites. Fatal Love, bliad 
and ungovernable Paſſion, thy higheſt Fa- 
vours are too dcerly purchaſed by the Dan- 


gers, the Inquictude, and the Remorſe thou 
cauſeſt. 


' The unfortunate Chevalier, full of Shame 
and Gricf, was a hundred Times ready to 


Tun his Sword through his Heart, before the 
Eves of Madam de Ferci, © Adieu, Madam, 


© ſaid he to her, my unfeigned Repentance 
© and the miſerable Life J am going to drag 
on at a Diſtance from you, will I hope one 
Day procure me Pardon for an Attempt as 
unleß as it was involuntary,” 


Tue Counteſs did not deign to (ay a ſingle 
Word to him in Anſwer, and the Chevalier 
not daring to importune her any farther, made 
her a low Bow and followed AHariaune, who 
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conducted lum to the Door of the Anti cham- 
| ber without any Light tor fear of being per- 


"= 
<2 
be > 2 


ceived, Ihe Chevzlicr was in ſuch zgitation 


of Mind, that he hardly knew what he was 
doing, and as he deſcended the. Stams, his 


Foot flippins he tumbled down, and the 
Piſtol which he held in bis Hand for Fear of 
ſome Accident, went off, and alarmed the 


: whole Houſe. 


Ihe Connt, his Brother, and ſeveral of the 
Men Servants pot up immediately, and made 
the Caſtle reſound with their Cries of Thieves, 
Aſſaſins. The Counteſs at the Report of 
the Piſtol, was almoſt diſtracted with her 
Apptehenſions: the heard her Lord's Voice, 
ar.d knew not whether the Chevalier had fired 
at him, or the Count at the Chevalier, a- 
rianne, who had quitted the Chevalier at the 
Door of the Anti-chamber, and who knew 
not any more than her Lady the true Cauſe 
of what had happened, trembled at the Puniſh- 
ment which ſhe expected, and bemoaned her- 
ſelf piteouſly ; the whole Caſtle was full o 
Tumult and Diſorder. 


In the mean Time the Chevalier who ſound 
himſelf at the Bottom of the Staircaſe by his 
Fall, miſſing his Hat and his Piſtol, reſolved 
not to leave them behind him, tho” by ſtay- 
ing to look for them, he run the Danger of 
being ſeized ; but he was ſenſible if thoſe 
Things were found, it would be known that 
it was he who bad been there, and that was 

equal 


no The Hiftory of the Chev. des Efſars 
equal to a Diſcovery of his Perſon. The 
Moon gave Light enough through the Win- 
dom to direct his Search, and he was fo for- 
tunate as to find both his Hat and Piſtol, and 
to reach the Garden Gate without being diſ- 
covered; ſome of the Count's Servants ran 
thither a few Moments after, and finding the 
Gate open, they ſuppoſed the Thieves had 
eſcaped that way ; they had a Glimpſe of the 
Chevalier as he ran, but it was not light 
enough for them to diſtinguiſh his Perſon ; 
however ſuppoſing him to be one of the 
Rogues, they pufſued him, but the Cheva- 
lier made ſuch Speed that he joined his Ser- 
vant, who was waiting for him, before the 
Fellows could come up with him, and mount- 
ing his Horſe which his Man held ready, he 
gallopped acroſs the Country without keep- 
ing any direct Road, and at laſt got to a Vil- 
lage where he concealed himſelf for a few 
Hours, and then returned to Paris. 


The END of the kir PART. 
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OF THE 


Chevalier pzs ESSARS 


AND THE 


Counteſs or BERCI. 
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| HE Count of Berci and his Brother, 
who had been among the firſt that were 
alarmed by the Report of the Piſtol, having, 
as has bcen already ſaid, riſen in haſte, the 
armed themſelves with their Swords and Pil. 
tols, and followed by ſome of the Servants 
who carried Flambeaux in their Hands, they 
went to the Apartment of the Counteſs, 
whoſe Terror at ſeeing her Lord and his Bro- 
ther enter with ſuch a formidable Equi 
was ſo great, that ſhe fainted away. T 


Count 
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72 The Hiſlory of the Chev. des Effurs 
The Count full of Grief at this Accident, ran 
cagerly to ber, Remedies were appiicd, but 
bes Hulband's tender Solicuude, add the at- 
fectionate Things he ſaid to her, had more 
Efficacy in recovering her Spirits, than all the 
other Endeavours which were ufed for that 


purpoſe. 


It was her Fear that the Chevalier had been 
diſcovered, which reduced her to that Condi- 
tion, but her Lord's exceſſive Concern for it 
convinced her that the Chevalier had had. the 

odd Fortune to eſcape without being known. 

his Thought reſtored her Spirits, and the 
Count entirely diſſipated all her Suſpicions by 
telling her, that the Tumult and Noiſe there 
had been in the Houſe, was occaſioned by 
ſome Rogues who had attempted to rob it. 


"7.4 beg, Madam, ſaid he embracing her | 


© tenderly, that you will not fuffer youtrſeli 
to be alarmed thus to the Prejudice of your 
Health: my Brother and myleli will go and 
< ſearch every Patt of the Caſtle, that we 
may be aflured none of theſe Villains a:c 
< concealed in it. Baniſh your Fears then, 
aud depend upon it, added he ſmiling, that 
if we find ſome of theſe Rogues lurking 
© here ſtill, we will give you a good Account 
of them.“ He then ordered the Counteſs s 
Woman to be called, to ſtay in the Cham- 
ber, and leaving two of the Footmen to guard 
the Door of her Apartment, he went with 
bia Brother and the others ta ſearch the Caſtle. 


The 


wo 
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and the Crunteſs of Biel. 73 
The Count after traverfing over the whole 
Houſe, went down into the Court Yard, 
where he met two of his Servants who had 
juſt returned from purſuing the Chevalier. 
They had run after him a long Time in the 
Fields, but, the Chevalier being wel! moun- 
ted, as were his Servants likewiſe, he was 
' ſoon out of Sight; and the Count's Foormen 
thinking it was needleſs to follow them .ny 
farther at ſuch a Diſadvantage, came home no 
wiſer than they went. 155 | 


— 


4 As ſoon as they ſaw the Count, they related 
| to him what they had done, and as in their 
terrified Imaginations, the Chevalier and his 
Servant, appeared to be five or ſix Men; fo 
they did not fail to double the Number and 
> confidently affirm that there were no leſs than 
3 | a dozen Rogues whom their Preſence, un- 
armed as they were, put to Flight. Another 
who had a mind to have it ſaid that he alſo | 
had a Share in this terrible Adventure, de- 

clared with great firmneſs of Countenance, 

that it was at him the Rogue who had got 

I Entrance into the Houſe, fired the Piſtol, and 

in | that he heard the Whizzing of the Ball as it 

= happily paſt by his Ear without hurting him. 
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The Count of Berci fully perſuaded that 
the Caftle had been beſet by Robbers, went 
up to his Wife's Apartment. I told you, 
© Madam, faid he as he entred, that there 
© was nothing to apprehend : my Servants 
© bave juſt riow informed me, that the 
"IM & E Thieves, 


rr W Abs ep. _ * 
© . 


34 The Ae il. Ohey. des Ea. 
© Thieves, alarmed. at the Noiſe. we made, 


and by the Lights ſuppoſing the whole Fa- 
© mily was up, are fled with the utmoſt Pre- 


< Cipitation ; one of them had, it ſeems, got 


over the Garden Walls, in order to open 


the Gate to the others, but as ſoon as it is 


< Day, Iſhall take Cate to prevent ſuch At- 
« tempts for, the future, by making it im- 
© poſſible for. any one to climb over th 

Walls again. Think no more then, I con- 
jure you, Madam, of what is paſt, all now 
4 js ſafe, try to calm your Mind, and get 


© an Hour or two's Repoſe. I am extremely 


« apprehenſive that the Alarms you baye {u 
* fered this Night will diſorder. you greatly,”. 
| 1 > Sons: md 
I The Counteſs full of inward Remotſe, 
which her Lord's exceſſive Tenderneſs re- 
doubled, begged him to retire to his own 
Chamber, and ſhe would try to compoſe her- 
ſelf. She could ſcarce reſtrain het Tears as 
ſhe ſpoke, her Voice faltered, the Count ſaw 
her greatly diſordered, but far from gueSng 
the Cauſe, he concluded all was owing to the 
Tercors ſhe had been in on Account of the 
Attempt he ſuppoſed had been made on the 
Caſtle : he defired her Women to watch by 
their Lady, and then taking Leave of her with 


2 tender Embrace and an ardent Ejaculation 
for her Health, he returned to his own Apart- 


Went. 


i The Count inteſs, as ſoon as her Lord — 


Fiithdrawn, commanded her Women to quit 
T2388 


3 
08 
N 
Bos 
e 
1 
_ 
_ 
So 
248 
_ 
— 
oY 
2 
a 
4 
15 


© wat the Conteſt of Bi. 75 


Het Chamber: ſhe longed to be alone tp give 
free Vent to her Tears. ' A Woman Who 
has juſt Notions of Honour, needs no other 
Tormentors, when ſhe has tranſgreſſed the 
Mit Laws of it, than the of her o 
Eras 41 Madam de Berci had 'throogh 
gnorance of the World, and by her too 
| peat Senkdily ofthe Services the Chevalier 
| done her Family, been betraycd to make 
1 falſe Step, which ſhe too late acknowledged 
to be ſo. Her Eyes were opened by the 
Chevalicr's 2 — ſhe was — — to 
judge of the Irregul of her Conduct, 
the Advantage her unworthy Lover had of 
deavonred'to take of it. She trembled at the 
Remembrance of the Danger to which ſhe 
had expoſed her Virtue, ſhe accuſed herſelf, 
ſhe exclaimed againſt the Baſeneſs of the Che- 
valier. © © Unhappy Wretch, cried ſhe burſt- 
ing into Tears, what haſt thou done? and 
* what would have been thy Fate, if Heaven, 
*: g the Innocence of thy Intentions, 
* had not had Compaſſion upon thee, Juſtly 
deteſted by a Huſband who now adores thee, 
thy leaſt Puniſhment, if he had ſpared thy 
s Life, would have been to be confounded 
s with Women of infamous Reputation, up- 
on 'whoſe Forehead is engraved in Charac- 
+ ters never to be effaced, the ſhameful 
ol their Crimes, And, oh fatal Aggravation 
of my Folly, ſuch a Huſband----bloth, bluſh, 
« ungrateful Wretch, at the Remembrance 
+ of his Tenderaefs,” Wbat Return haſt thou 
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nad for this unexampl:d Affection? Thou 
© haſt not ſcrupled to endanger the Quiet of 
© his whole Life, 1 to a private 
© Interview with a , whoſe wild Paſſion 
thou waſt but too well acquainted with: 
thou haſt introduced into his Houle at the 
dead of Night the premeditated Aſſaſſin of 
his Honour. Thou mayſt judge, unhappy 
Woman, by the Grief with which thou 
« faweſt him overwhelmed for thy feigned 
« Sickneſs, what would have been his Ago- 
« nies if thy fatal Secret had been diſcovered. 
6 Oh may thou be ever ignorant 'of | it, my 
dear and injured Lord, and may my Re- 
« pentance' and my Tears blot out of my 
6 Heart the Image of that moſt inſolent and 

« moſt baſe of Men.“ | | 


With ſuch Complaints, and in ſuch bitter 


| Reflexions, did the unhappy Counteſs waſte 


the remaining Part of the Night. Quiet was 
baniſhed from her Mind, and Sleep from her 
Eyes: the Morning found her bathed in 
Fears, and ſeized with the firſt Symptoms of 
a Fever, which in a few Days increaſed to 
ſuch a Degree, that her Life was deſpaired of. 
Her Lord almoſt diſtracted at the Danger ſhe 
was in, never quitted her a Moment durin 
eight Days, that the Phyſicians thought her 
Recovery doubtful.” Her Youth at length, and 
her good Conſtitution, overcame the Violence 
of her Diſeaſe, ſhe began to recover tho” by 
flow Degrees, and in this State we ſhall leave 
N : 9 her, 


and the On N. 77 
her, and ſee what paſſed at Fontginebleany 


Sauber. 


As ſoon as he arrived he went immediately 
to pay his Reſpects to his Majeſty, bis gracious 
Maſter, under whom he bad made his laſt 
Campaigns. His Deſign was to. ſolicit a 


Pardon for his Son, as likewiſe for the Che- 
valier des Efſers, to whom he was lo greatly 


obliged, great Monarch, who ncvet 
forgot the Services of his faithful Subjects, 
gave the Marquis a moſt gracious Reception, 
and with that Affability, which was ſg natural 
to him, welcomed bim to Court, and enquir- 
ed into the Motive which had induced him to 
quit his Retreat. Wt 


Sire, replied the old Man, the Deſire of 
© ſeeing once more the greateſt and beſt of 
© Kings, and of embracing my Children, has 
© brought me again and probably for the laſt 
Time to Court, I find myſelf haſting ſor- 
© ward to my Decay, and all that for the 
© future I cal be able to do, will be to pray 
© for your Majcſty's Glory, and Happineſs ; 
© but 1 would beg Leave to preſent a young 
Man to you in my Stcad, who eagerly 
pants to follow you in your —S . 
© ditions, and wiſhes for Life ooly to efface 
by his Courage and * ſhewn in your 
© Service, the Shame and Diſgrace he has 


© incurred by diſobey ing your wiſe Laws, It 
_ © is for my Son, moſt gracious . 
E 3 that 


where we left the o!d Marquis de Saint- 
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7 The Hiffory of the Chev. des Efſars 
<that'] plead; and moſt humbly implore that 
your Majeſty will pardon him a Fault he 
— ne 9 lately, and impute it to the 
'< wild Sallies of inconſiderate Youth, and 
not to ſtubborn Will, and  premeditatcd 
Diibbolsente 7 1 5 5 hh ) 


116 Monſieur de Saint-Sauveuy, faid es 
© 'nerous Prince, if your Son has failed in t 
« Reſpet and Obedience he owes me by his 
* aft Combat, I have not forgot thoſe in 
which you have formerly ſhed your Blood 
for my Service; I th not only grant 
© you” his Pardon, vrhich I cannot 'refuſe to 
your Services, but alſo that of the Chevalier 
At Eſſart, which probably you was afraid 
to aſk for. I have been informed of yout 
Adventure in the Foreſt of Fontaiaablaau: 
the Aſſiſtance he ſo generouſly gave you, 
rand his Valour in ſaving your Life, engages 
me to grant this, and to pardon him out of 
Conſideration to ou. 
to Sin einn 2363 dil fy „dn 1 eig 
< Sire, replied the old Man in a Rapture, 
* throwing himfelf at the King's Feet, I have 
not Words to expreſs my grateful Senſe of 
your Majeſty's Goodneſs in thus granting 
me the Life of my Son: your Majeſty, 
Who like a God has read thoſe Wiſhes in 
my Heart, which I did not dare to give 
Utterance to, beſt knows how much Lam 
affected with your unmetited Indulgence, 
Ves, my gracious Lord, you have prevented 


* 5 Pl 


* my moſt ardent Defires, and by granting 


. ” 28nd the Cute of Berkd. * 19 


me the Life of the Chevalier del A you 
+ have given me an Opportunity ot returning 
* in ſome Degree the Obligati. 
« that valiant. Man, to whoſe Generaſity I 
owe the Happineſs I now enjoy of embrace - 
ing the Knees of my indulgent Maſtee.? © 


s 

s pleaſed, at my Interceſſion, to parden you, 
6 ve to prove to him one Day, that 
the Life you have received from: me, and 
+, which his Goodneſs has preſerved, belongs 
«' wholly to him; and remembers that you 
« never ' mote muſt hazard it, but in his 
Service. "REO WEE : 


5 The young Marquis approaching with 2 
graceful Modeſty, threw himſelf at the King's 
ect, who raiſed him up inſtantly, and afſured 
his Father, that he would take the Care of 


his Son's Fortune entirely upon himſelf. 


In this Manner it was, that the great 
Henry tempered Majeſty with Sweetneſs, and 
actompanied thoſe Pardons he granted to his 
offending Subjects, with the / moſt ſtriking 
-Inftances of Generolity and Goodneſs. Great 


mex,” and thy gentle Virtues be as much their 


x <4 &S- 


3&4 * 


gations I have to 


und magnanimous Prince! thy Memory will 
live forever in the Hearts of all true Frunch- 
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Love and Veneration, as thy immortal Fame 
their Glory, 


The Marquis de Saint-Sauveur, as ſoon as 
be had quitted the King, retired. to his Apart - 
ment, eager to enjoy the delicate Pleaſure of 
acquainting the Chevalier des Effars with 
what his Frigce had juſt done for him, He 
told him in bis Letter, that the Pardon he 
had ſolicited, - was granted leſs to his weak 
fatercefion, thin to,his own Merit, and the 
Fame of his great Actions, and particularly 
to the Valour and Generoſity he bad ſhewn 
in expoſing his . Liſe in the Foreſt of 
Fantaineblegu. to ſave his. He added, that 
His modeſt Endeavours to conceal. from him 
the Name of his Benefactor had, all been 
fruitleſs, and that he had at length had the 
good Fortune to know a Man, from. whom 
his Family were every Day receiving new 
Bencfits ; that the laſt Favour he had received 
from. bim in preſerving the Life of his Son, ſo 
greatly endeared the former to him, that he 


eſpaired of. ever finding Opportunities ſuf- 


ficient to make known the Extent of his 


Glatitule. 


Tue good old Man after having thus given 
Vent to the Overflowings of Nis gratcful 
Heart, employed. the few remaining Hours 
he ſtaid st Fontainebleau, in giving ſome Leſ- 
ſons of Wiſdom and Prudence to his Son, re- 
commending to him in the moſt earneſt Man- 


dun, Counteſs of Berei, 
ner to perſevere in his Loyalty to his Sove- 
| reign, and never more to offend him by 
diſobeying his Commands. | 
He then fet out for his Eſtate in Burgindy, 
where he arrived without meeting with any 
M Accident. "The Marchioneſs de Samt-Sau- 
ver his Wife had heard ſome Reports con- 
cerning his Adventure in the Foreſt, as hke- 
| wiſe of her Son's Duel with Monſieur de 
Morigny. She had ſuffered great Uneaſineſs, 
but the Recital her Lord made her of the 
happy Event of all, turned her Fears and 
Sorrows into'tranſports of Joy. She admired 
the Valour of the Chevalier des Effars, whoſe 
Perſon ſhe was not acquainted with, but 
whoſe Name aud Quality ſhe knew, and was 
extremely impaticnt to ſee and thank à Man 
to whom ſhe was obliged for the Lives of her 
Huſband and her Son. 


But of what Uſe was it to this brave Man, 
that his Merit was acknowledged by his 
Prince, and applauded by the public Voice, 
ſince all was not able to comfort him for the 
Loſs of his Miſtreſs's Eſteem, We have al- 
ready related how he fortunately eſcaped be- 
ing known by the Servants of the Count 
of Berci. After having wandered ſeveral Days 
about the Country, he at laſt took the Road 
to Paris, and arrived there full of the deepeſt 
Deſpair. As he durſt not venture abroad on 


Account of his laſt Combat, he confined him - 


ſelf to his Houſe all Day, and went out ſome- 
= Se times 
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times at Night to viſit Monſieur de Afetigny. 
It was not in bis Power to conceal his Sadneſs 
from him, but all the Endeavours of this 
tender Friend to prevail upon him to diſcloſe 
| "the Cauſe were ineffectual: the Chevalier had 
too much Delicacy io make him the Confi- 
dent of his Paſrion for the Counteſs of: Berc:, 
and he rather choſe to ſhut up all his Sorrow 
in his Heart, and want the Conſolation of a 
faithful and ſympathiſing Friend, than fail in 
Big Reſpect for her who was now 8 
bim than ever. | 
CA OI > +5314 Hd 33 
He was in ad ave} 8 
received the Letter from the Marquis 4 
Saint. Sauucur; it gave him at firſt a — 
ſient Relief, and he taſted ſome Pleaſure in 
the Aſſutances it brought him of the Friend- 
ſhip and Eſteem of a Man who was become 
ſo dear to him. But a Letter which a few 
Days after he received from the Count of Berci, 
gave him far more Satisfaction. That tender 
riend wrote, that he had too long deprived 
him of the Pleaſure of embracing a Maa to 
whom the Counteſs and himſelf had ſuch 
great Obligations, that be could not bear his 
ſence, and conjured him to ſet out imme- 
_ Giately for the Caſtle of Beauplan, where be 
ſoon expected the young Marquis de Saint- 
Sauvenr ; and he likewifs earneſtly intreated 
him to bring Monſieur de — with him, 
— 25 ſaid, muſt be their Friend, ſince he 
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dech that he 


1a do for ever the Eſteem of bis Miſtreſs, 
did not figure to himſclf any Happineſs at 
Beauplan, farther than that be ſhould 
the Sight of that inhuman Beauty. He could 
not flatter himſelf that he ſhould be able to 
obtain her Pardon for the Offence be had 
committed, but he hoped that his Re _ 
and his Grief would" excite her Phy. H 
therefore reſolved to gratify' the Coudt If 
Berca's obligi ng Impaticnce to ſee him; by 
an immediate Departure from Paris: he ſhew- 
ed the Count's Letter to Monſieur de Morigny, 
who, wearied with the Length of his Con- 
finement, accepted with Joy Monſieur de 
Herci's obliging — Prauplan being 
likewiſe but half a Day's Journey from Court, 
it gave him a bettet Opportunity of ſoliciting 
bis Pardon there, than he could do at Paris. 
As he had ſeveral powerful Protectors about 
the King's Perſon, was not the firſt Agꝑgreſ- 
for,” and as his Majeſty hud pardoned” the 
Marquis de Saint. Sauveur and the Chevaltec 
"dos arr, there was Room to hope he would 
not be the only one that was puniſhed. And 
; — his Friends exerted their Intereſt 
For him with ſuch Succefs, that they obtained 
his Pardon, which was ſent to him eight 
Days aſter his Arrival at Deaupias wich the 
—— dey E fers.” . 


Lent he 
5 The Chevalier, 


b T he Counteſs of Bev: was in extreme er- 
ne when her Lord ſent to inform her 
that the Chevalicr was come: the Count had 

EF | not 
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ndt mentioned to her his Iotention of writing 
to mim at Paris, he did not doubt but the 
would be tejoiced to ſee again a Man who 
had preſerved her Father and Brother. He 
took Pleafure in giving her, what he thought, 
an agreable Surprize, He ſurprized her 22 
more than he imagined, but ſhe was far from 
being pleaſed. The Chevalier entered her 
Apartment before ſhe had Time to anſwer 
her Lord, he advanced with a reſpectful Awe 
to ſalute her. A Bluſh cauſed at once by In- 
dignation and Shame, overſpread her Face, and 
aye her new Charms; but the Mortification 
z felt at being obliged to conceal her juſt 
Rag e from the Chevalier, gave her great Pain. 
However the Force ſhe put upon herſelf to 
 hehave with Complaiſance was not perceived, 
and ſhe acted her Part fo artfully, that the 
Chevalier began to conceive Hopes ſhe might 
in Time be prevailed upon to forgive him. 
The anſwered the Compliments he made her, 
-with Freedem and Politeneſs, ſhe praiſed his 
Valour and Genetoſity, ſhe returned him 
Thanks for the Services her Father and Bro- 
ther had received from him, but ſhe refolved 
in her own Heart to make him pay dear for 
the Conſtraint ſhe had been obliged to ay up- 
on herſelf. 


The young epo de Babe Mee and 
_ Monſieur de Aforigny, continued a long Time 
. embjaced, and fully perſuaded of each other's 
Merit and rec iprocal Tenderneſs, they drew 
more ſtrait than ever the Knot of their an- 


0 cient 


«cient Friendſhip, which nothing after was able 
to looſe. Monſieur de Morigny was received 
 with-great Kindneſs by the Count of Berct, 
and his Brother, as likewiſe by the charming 
Counteſs, whom be greatly admired. 


Aſter the firſt Compliments were over, the 

Count of Berea related to the Chevalier de 
Ears, the Story of the Robbers, painting 
with great Vivacity the Alarms which the 
whole Family had been in, and gave a long 
Account of an Aſtair that the Chevalier knew 
better than himſelf. The Chevalier had oc- 
caſion for all his Prudence and Art to conceal 
from the Company the Embarcaſiment this 
Recital threw him into: the Counteſs who 
-was jeſs able to repreſs or conceal her Emo- 
tions,ſhewed a Concern while the Count was 
ſpeaking, ſuſſicient to have betrayed her, if 
it had not been aſcribed by him to the Re- 
membrance of the Terror ſhe had ſuffered. 


Ihe Chevalier, who knew the Danger ſhe 
had been in, and ſaw by her Looks that her 
Health had ſuffered greatly, was ſenſibly 
aſflicted at the Inconveniences he had brought 
upon her: he reproached himſelf a thouſand 
Times with his Rafhneſs and Preſumption, he 
curſed the fatal Effects of his impetuous Paſſion, 
and endeavoured to give her ſome Idea of his 
.. Grief and Repentance by his Looks, ſince he 
could not ſpeak to ber: he was reſolved to try 
the firſt Opportunity that offered, and Jet her 
know how much he had ſuffered from 1 
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Remodſe: for having offended her, but he 
ſoughe in vain for ſuch an Opportunity. Far 
tom giving him one, ſhe avoided hisLookess 
much as paſſible, and it by Chance her Eyes 
- incountered his, ſhe would bafſtily withdraw 
them again, as if ſbe had ſeen a Bakilifſk,” 
et long ations 34910 11 64d 153 9G} $11 119 
be Chevalier again applied for A ſſiſtance to 
- Dlarianne'; be intreated this Woman, to en- 
deavour to make his Peace for: him: he gave 
her ſeveral Letters for the Counteſs, but th: 
would not receive them, and ſeverely re- 
proving her Woman for.accepting of ſuch 
Commiſſions, fotrbad her ever to do the like 
l ngain upon Pain of being diſmifſed from her 
Set vice; and Mariam, tho' it would have 
been her Intereit to have effected this Recon - 
ciliation, was ſo terrihed at this Threat, that 
ſhe would not afterwards concern herſelf in 
the Chevalier's Affaitfss. 1 20% 
5 | . | 13.91 43 
The unfortunate Chevalier had been al- 
ready fiſteen Days at Beauplan, and had uſed 
evei y Artifice that Love and Wit could ſug 
geſt, to precure an Interview with the Coun - 
teſa, but in vain; when one Day obſerving 
the Count to be employed in hi:Gardens, giving 
Directions to his Workmen ſor ſome new 
— — the Plan of which he had 
dta wn- himſelf, he quitted ſome Compan 
that were walking with him, and | ran Þ 
Madam de Berci's Apartment, reſolving to 
attempt every thing to gain her Pardon. But 
ſhe being always upon ber Guard againſt ſuch 


24 | Sur- 


Wan 


Jurprizes; 0 us ſoon us! — 
Chamber Door open, and perceiviag ih Che- 
-w#alier ſhe ftew into her: Cloſet, and ſaſtenad 
the Doors Her Lover in at this new 
Joftance of: her Rigour, faid all that à Heart 
torn. with. Remorſe could diate to move ber, 
but his Complaints, his Proteſtations, and his 
:Crriet, were fruiricfs, the carried her Severity 
ſo far, that ſhe would not deign even to 
anſwer bim, and he was obliged to withdraw 
* tear of tt ritatiog her ſtill more. 


\ Her abltinate Reſentment tould not break 
10 Chains, he had metited it all, and his o 
Heart acknowledged that he did ſo: 1 
of vanquiſhing his Paſſion for the Countels, 

and deſpairing of ever being able to gain her 

Pardon, he refolved to retire from a Houſe 

where: he was every day expoſed to new 

Fl. and ſcek a glorious Death in the 
1eld | 


U ' Holland was then the Theatre of Warns 
it was l:kewiſe the School for the braveſt Men 
that ever diſtinguiſhed themſelves in Arms, 
The Arch-Dukethreatned toattack Rhimberg, 
and the States were preparing to defend» it. 
The Commanders on one ſide were the Mar- 
quis de Spinola, General of the Arch-duke's 
Army, and the valiant Count de Buguey, the 
firſt of whom; had already acquired immostal 
Gloty before Offend with the Spaniards: and 
Mallions. On the other was Prince Mawrice 
of n whoſe Name alone W 
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he had with him a younger Brother who emu- 
lous/0f-his Glory tread already in his Steps 
he was indeed at the head of an Army lefs 
numerous than Spine/a's, but it was chiefly 
compoſed of the two. moſt gallant Nations in 
the World, I mean the French and the Engliſb; 
in the Troops of the former were many of the 
Nobility, commanded by the great Bithune, 
and the brave Chati/lon, who were preparing 
to join the Forces of Prince Auurice. 


Although the Chevalier des Ears had been 
treated leſs cruelly than he was by his Miſ- 
treſs, yet he loved Glory too much to remain 
au idle Spectator in France, of the Laurels his 
Caunttymen were gaining: he mentioned his 
Deſign of making a Campaign in Holland, 
to the Count of Berci, who not only approved 
of-it, but aſſured him he would go thither like- 
wiſe, and both of them declaring their Reſo- 

lution next Morning to Monſieur de Morigny, 
and the young Marquis de Saint-Sauveur, they 


The Count intreated his Brother to ſtay 
with Madam de Berci, during his Abſence, 
but this young Man full of a- noble Ardour 
that could not be repreſſed, was ſenſible how 
ſhameful it would appear, to ſtay in the 
Caſtle of „ and be the Guardian of 
his Siſter · in · la, while his eldeſt Brother was 
expoſing his Life to the uncertain Chance of 

War, he reſolved therefore to partake his La- 


cluded on, they gave Orders for their ſeveral 
Equipages to be prepared with the utmoſt 
Expedition. | 414 Ow 


The Counteſs was greatly afflited wheo ſhe 
heard her Lord's Detign, and that it was the” 
Chevalier des Efſars who had perſuaded him 
to ii. It was not difficult for ber to diſcover” 
that it was her rigorous. Treatment of this un- 
fortunate Lover, which had induced hinv to 
take ſuch a Reſolution. She now began to 
repent of the extreme Rigour ſhe had n, 
which was going to deprive her of a Huſband 
ſo dear to her, attributing all her Uneaſineſs to 
the Thaughts of being ſeparated from him, 
but it was in vain that ſhe endeavoured to con- 
ceal herSentiments from herſelf. She could not 
withaut, great Concern reflect on the Dangers 
to. which her Lover was going to expoſe hun- 
ſelf,, ard although he had offended her, yet 
ſhe was apprehenſive of the Effects of his Deſ- 
pait, and that Death, which he was going 
to ſeek, would doubtleſs "deprive her of a 
Lover for whom in ſpite of all her Virtue and 
ber Pride ſhe felt in her Heart ſomething more 
tender than Eſteem. But this was a Conſeſ- 
| ſhom ſhe durſt not make to herſelf, and ſtudi- 
ouſly avoiding any Examination of her own 
Thoughts, ſhe endeavoured to perſuade her- 
ſelf that all ber Fears were upon ber Lord's 
Account, he whom it was her Duty to love, 
and by whom ſhe was loved with ſo much 
Tenderneſs. She reſolved therefore to prevail 


vpon.the Chevalier to lay ande their Deſigns - 


— NO "A — — . 
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ſhe thought ſhe could not have a better Motive 
for breaking through her Reſolution, never 


to have any private Diſcoutſe with him, and 


did not in the leaſt Doubt, that by the Power 
ſhe had over bim, ſhe could make him aban- 
don a Deſign which he bad formed in Deſpair, 
and ſhe perſuaded herſelf that if ſhe ſucceeded 
on this fide, the Count her Huſband would no 
W. think of leaving her. 


Full of this Project, the Succeſs of which ſhe 
was ſure of in her own Imagination, the 


ſought: for an Opportunity to ſpeak to the 
— which however was not the leaft 


difficult Part uf her * ſor he __ 


deſpaired of ever gaiijin 
fearful of offending hive fatther, took Gre 
never to throw himſelf in her Way as uſual, 
ſo that the Counteſs finding herſelf diſapoint- 
ed in her Endeavours to meet him alone, was 
beginning to doubt whether ſhe ſhould — 
ſucceed without making it her 

to him, a Humiliation ſhe would lain 
have avoided, when Chance brought her one 
Day into a Room fronting the Garden 1 
the ſaw the Chevalier alone, ſtanding at 
Window in an Attitude that ſbewed he way 
ES abſorbed i in "Thought. 


The Counteb axpelively pleaſed: at this ac- 
cidental Meeting, approached the Window 
where he ſtood,” with an Intention-to fpeak 
to him; that very Moment, when the Che- 
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to amuſe herſelf with looking out of it, left 
it free to her with a reſpectiul Bow, and went 
to the other End of the Room, where he ſtood 
looking at the Count of Berci and the Mar- 
quis de Saint Sauveur, and Monſieur de A 
hl "who were playing at Tenn. * > 
- Te would not be caſy to amen whether 
this Behaviour gave the Counteſs more Shame 
or Vexation, but it is certain that ſhe was ex- 
tremely diſappointed. She underſtood this 
Inſtance of ReſpeR in the Chevalier to be a 
n Avowal of Contempt. * How inſolent 
| he is, ſaid ſhe to herſelf, but I will not 
give him Room to imagine, that I am weak 
©. en to run aſter him; no, I will rather 
© ſuffer the Loſs of all that is dear to me in 
© the World.” . She now leaned upon the 
Window penſive in her Turn, full of Re- 
flections very mortifying to her Pride; and 
fain would. the have es herſelf to believe 
that her Pride only was concerned; ſhe felt 
Emotions more painful than thoſe which ariſe 
from Confuſion and Anger, and the ſuppoſed- 
Neglect of the Chevalier advanced his Aﬀairs 
with the Counteſs more than all the Prooſs 
he had hitherto given her of his Paſſion. 


But he in the mean | Tims, aþſerving the 
Counteſs to be in a deep; „knew not 
What to think of her Beh nog le ſcon 
* 7 to repent he had left the Window; 

after he had continued looking at the 


Cape a few Moments, though his Attention 
Was 
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was wholly employed another Way, he ſtept 
forwards, with a Deſign to return to the 
Place he had quitted fo unfeafonably, but the 
Counteſs, who was extremely piqued by what 
he had done, ſeeing him approach, left the 
Window in her Turn, and went haſtily out 
of the Room, darting a Lock at him as ſhe 
„ that upon any other Occaſion would 
ave given him inexpteſſible Pain, but as he 
now interpreted it, filled him with a Joy he 
had never experienced before. | 


He comprehended in an Inſtant all that had 
d in the Heart of his Miſtreſs. He was 

in Raptures at this new Mark of her Rigour, 
and thoroughly acquainted as he was with all 
the Motions of a Heart in Love, he faw with 
inconceivable Tranſport, that the Diſdain and 
which the Counteſs had darted from 
her Eyes, were the Effects of affronted Ten- 
derneſs and neglected Advances. He bleſſed 
his good Fortune, and flattered himſelf with 
the ſweet Idea of being more loved than he 
had believed, he reſigned himſelf up entirely 
to the intoxicating Charms of Hope. But 
this Alteration in his Affaits with the Counteſs, 
far from inducing him to lay aſide his former 
Deſign, confirmed him in his Reſolution of 
urſuing it, the War in Holland, he did not 
Joubt t, would afford him Opportunities of 
ſhewing himſelf worthy of her Eſteem, and 
this . alone was ſufficient, had he 
been leſs brave than he was, to make him 


eagerly embrace them. 


A 
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Tune Count and his Gueſts having given 
over Play, went to Madam de Berci's Apart 
ment. Her Vexation, which was viiible 
enough in her Eyes, made her Lord conclude, 
that ſhe was afflicting herſelf for his approach- 
ing, Departure, which the had often endea- 
voured to prevent. He therefore applied him- 
ſelf to make her approve of it as a Thing ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary. He repreſented to her the 
Diſgrace he ſhould incur if he neglected ſo fa- 
vourable an Opportunity of acquiring Honour, 
and advancing his Fortune; 5 her, that 
although his 5 for her would not permit 
him to wear out his Days in a ſhameful Indo- 
lence, yet it ſhould haſten his Return; be 
urged to her ſo many ſtrong Reaſons, and ſo 
well calculated to make an Impreſſion upon 
the Mind of a Woman born with juſt Notions 
of Honour, that ſhe could not help yielding 
to them, whatever Grief it might coſt her. 
It was theu agreed upon by them both, that 
ſhe ſhould go into the Province of Burgundy, | 
and ftay with her Father and Mother, durin 
his Abſence, - they carneſtly prefling for ſuc 
a Viſit, and that in two Days he ſhould take 
Leave of hcr to 50 to Paris, and finiſh the 


Preparations for his Journey. 


The Counteſs, though greatly diſpleaſed 
with the Chevalier ſor his laſt Behaviour, was 
ſomewhat ſoftened after her Diſcourſe with 
her Lord. She thought no longer of his ſup- 
poſed Neglect, ſhe only conſidered the Dan- 
gers he was going to expoſe himſelf to, And 

when» 


(- * Eyes, which now bap- 
pened more r Sacra before, ſhe faw 
ſo much Grief: and Tenderneſs painted in 
them, that ſhe conceived it would be inhu- 
man to deny hin the Hatis faction of taking 2 
rticulac Leave of her. She , therefore no 
avoided dum, as uſual: And thefe two 
Lovers having now agreed. to ſpenk to each 
other, it was not difficult for them to find an 
Opportunity. The Chevalier, who watched 
hen Ste ps, ſeeing her, the Eve ning before they 


coveted Alley, he joined her with à reſpet᷑̃t- 
ful Air, and a: Limidity which the late . 
.! R en not tale 7 


2 1 diner not, * ( aid he hi trem- 
bling) * whether you will condeſcend to heat 
+ for a few Moments the moſt unfortunate of 
Men; but I dare flatter myſelf, that if-you 
+. knew the Sincerity of my Repentance for 
6 having diſpleaſed you, a — all the Torments 
I have ſuffered from that Time, your Heart, 
inſenſible as it is, would be moved to wy 
me; but if you are ſevere enough to thin 
my Crime not ſufficiently puniſhed Fae _y 
Rigour and my own Grief, Death, 

will ſoon revenge you fully on a Wicks 
; who has had the Audacity. to bog; 

© I ſhall ſuffer it without rep 1 hal 
meet it with Indi — p00 ny. — ſatisfy 
6 you, I will do more, and ſeek it cagerly, 
© that I may at once deliver you from a Lover 


f * 


were to ſet out for Parii, walking alone in 


© ne © 


- ee deteſt, and | myſelf from Torments I can 


bo 4 of 


ie Cu of R on 


© no longer ſuppott. Happy ſtill, if the Sa- 
+ crifce I ſhall make you of my Liſe, will at 
£ length appeaſe your Rage, which Il acknow+ 
+ ledge to be juſt, and ptocure me that Com- 
+ paſhon I vainly hoped for while I lived. 
Chevalier, (replied the Counteſs, looking on 
him with Eyes in which Anger and Diſdain 
were : wholly extinguiſhed) let us ſpeak no 
* more of what is pait, I am willing to for» 
9 - your Crime, and remember only your 
* Repentance, and the Services my Father 
and my Brother have reccived from - 
© Live then, ſince I am fo far from wiſhing 
your Death, that I carneſtly conjure you to 
be careful of yourſelf, do not expoſe your 
Life to inevitable Dangers.- I recommend 
my Huſband and my Brother to your Care, 
be watchful over their Safety, and do not 
* neglet your own. Yes, (continued ſhe in 
a Voice more tender) your Life is dear to 
me, I will not bluſh to own it. I eſtee m 
6 your Perſon, but do not imagine, that this 
Conſe ſſion can authorize you to entertain 
any Hopes to the Prejudice of my Honour; 
© jit-is innocent, though it is frank and with- 
_ © out Diſguiſe ; do you then take care to re- 
6-gulate your Conduct by it, as the Sentiments 
6 T have for you are not inconſiſtent with 
„ my Duty, and will be always guided by the 
MEA Roles of Virtue ; let 45 7 — 
your Behaviour will be ſuch as ſhall not 
«give me Cauſe to retract them. ' + 
F3 #13. 


* 
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he Counteſs of Berci ſtopped at theſe 


Words, expecting her Lover's Reply, but the 


Chevalier was not compoſed enough to make 
any for ſome Moments; he doubted whether 


what he bad heard, was not an Hlufion of his 
Senfes. A Man who from extreme Miſery 
paſſes rapidly to an Exceſs of good Fortone, 
could not be more tranſported out of himſelf 
than the happy Chevalier in that ſweet ana 


ment. * 


c Ah! Madam, (ad * with 2 * 
and Voice expieſſive of the hi heſt Agi- 
tation) your unmerited 4 1 
as fatal to me as your Rigour, my Heut. o 
© long tormented by Remorſe for hat 
offended you, and Grief for having x 
© your Eſteem, can with Difficulty bear the 
I. Tranfports with which you have filled it 
© by this Aſſurance of your Pardon, and Pro- 
© miſe of your returning Favour 1 "this-over- 
© pays me for all the Torments Fhave-fuffer-- 
© ed, Torments that will ever be dear to me; 
finde they have produced ſuth happy 1 

© Yes, Madam, I will endeavour to & 
< my Life fince you defire I ſhould do 27 
6 will ſubmiſſively obey your Commands, 
* will live only to love . with 97 

pure Ailindereftes Affection, and to Sg a 
you w with the moſt faithful REAPER? 1 | 


Well, Monſieur, returned the dne 
1 Counteſs, begin then by giving me convin- 
4 cing Proofs of the — of your 
« Aﬀec- 


difficult is it for a Lover who has lately ex- 
perienced any —_— for good F 


verſation, freed from that Reſtraint he had 
formerly laboured under, was now eaſy at 
4 and as 1323 — their Walk 
three together, ſome lively Sallies eſcaped 
him, which gave the Counteſs 26 good an 
Opinion of his Wit, as ſhe had of bis: V 


+4. 4 * | 
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2 was not difficult for the Count's Brother 
gueſs the Cauſe of fo extraordinary: a 
7, He ſuppoſed his Siſter-in-law had 
relaxed in her Severity to the Chevalier, and 
if he did not form Suſpicions injurious to ber 
Virtue, he concluded at leaſt — their Fare wel 
had been very tender, and that they were 
well aſſured of each other's Affection: how - 
ever he prudently diſſembled his Thoughts, 
and — himſeif with obſerving them 
carefully. all the reſt of the Evening ; the 
Lovers perceived it, and were more circum- 
ſpe, but their Eyes often met, and to an 
intereſted Obſerver, could not fail, of betraying 
theit ſecret ventiments... The next Day — 
appointed for their Journey to Paris, The 
Parting between the Count and Counteſs, was 
extremely moving, they both ſhed Tears, and 
probably the Chevalier — ſome Part in thoſe 
af Madam de Berci. He was nat permitted 
to indulge his Grief with any outward Ex- 
preflivns of it, but his Eyes looked a thouſand 
n oonts not 
but underſtand. I” 


1 They airined at Paris the ſame N; bs and 
ſtayed there ſome Days, to provide themſelves 
with Armour and all Things that were neceſ- 
fary for their Expedition; and after they had 
furniſhed themſelves with Letters of Exchangs 
for Holand, they took Poſt for that Place, 
leaving Orders that their :Equipages-Ahould 
follower them by eaſy Jaurgies.. They hadiche 
Fortune to arrive eight * 7 — | 
Ae 


1 


Rbterburg was inveſted, which gave them 


that they might have Part in the glor ious D. 
fence it made, during the three Months Which 
the biege of that important Place continued. 
137211 1 19417 7 I 536% 151105 20 dein 
lt does not enter into my Deſign, to deſeribe 
here, the Particulars of a „ which-may be 
read at length, in the Hiſtories of Hallau. L 
ſhall only relate, what properly belongs to the 
Subject I am treating. The Beſieged made 
ſeverat Sallies with great Advantage, in all 
which, our Voluntiers ſignaliſed themſelves; 
and were very much taken Notice of g but 
the Chevalier du N arr, gave ſo many Proofs 
of his Courage, that he was looked upon as a 
ſtanding the Promiſes he made to his adored- 
Counteſs, he was far from acting with Caution, 
he ruſhed into the thickeſt Dangers, and ex- 
poſed his Perſon in every Place, where moſt 
was to be acquired. No Man under- 
ſtood the Art of War better than he did, he 
was particularly {Kkillf.l in the Art of For- 
tification, and his Advice contributed great- 
ly to 'prolong the Defence of the Place. He 
might be ſren upon the Ramparts like one of 
the Herots of cld, overturning all that made 
any Attempts. to {cle them, ard fearlelyt 
receiving upon his Zuckler, the innumerable 


af * 


Stokes that were 2iard at him. Ie was only 


attentive to the Prefervation of his two. 
Friends, the Count of Berci, and the Marquis 
4 Fairt· Sautcur, whole Li\cs were: tore: 
ES! = pre- 


Time to throw themſelves into the Fown, 
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100 The Hiſtory of the Chev. der Effars 
precious to him, than his own ; he kept them 
always in his Sight, and never failed to bring 
them off in Safety, when their too great Ar- 
dour had carried them, in fpite of his Re- 
monſtrances, into Places where their Lives 
were moſt expoſed, 


The Siege of Rhineburg had already laſted 
two Months, by the uncommon Efforts of 
the Warriors who defended the Place, when 
it was reſolved that a new Sally ſhould be 
made, from which they hoped for great Ad- 
vautages; a dreadful Mine being ordered” to 
be ſprung at the ſame Time to favour the 
Sally, Although our noble Frenchmen had 
been greatly fatigued with-their paſt Laboury, 
t they were determined not to miſs this Op- 
portunity of gathering new Laurels. The 
B who did not expect this ſudden Sal- 
ly, were at firſt put into Diſorder, and fled, 
but ſoon rallying again, the Fight was 're- 
newed with equal F ury, on both Sides: The 
Count of Berci”s Brother raſhly engaging 
himſelf too far from his own Party, was taken 
the Encmies, the Chevalier not being near 
enough to prevent his Misfortune ; but being 
informed of it, he reſolved, coſt what it would, 
to recover him ; he overthrew all that oppoſed 
his Paſſage ; and the Enemy's Troops, amazed 
at a Courage and Strength, which appeared to 
them more than human, dreaded him more 
than half the Garriſon, He had already lain 
z great many with his own Hand, when he 
perceived that his dear Count was juſt thrown 


: | 
* „ © 4 


and the Counteſs of Berci, 101 


an the Ground by a Grenadier with a Stroke 
of his Sword, which however had only ſtuns 
ned bim. The Marquis de Saint-Sauveur, 
his Brother-in-law, was near him, but had 
enough to do to defend himſclf againſt the 
Blows that were aimed at him on all Sides. 
The Grenadier was juſt going to take away 
the Life of the Count de Berci, if the Cheva- 
lier, who never one Moment forgot the 
Commands of Madam de Berci, © had not 
flown to his Relief; he ſtruck down with 
oue Blow the Grenadier, who was going to 
murder the Count, and after he had helped 
bim up, they both joined to diſengage the 
Marquis de La e, who was defend- 
ing bimſelſ alone againſt three fierce Enemies. 
They ſoon got rid of them, and made a hor- 
rible Slaughter of ſeveral others, who met 
their Fury, The Signal for re- entering tho 
Town being given, they obcyed with Regrer, 
ſtill hebting as they retreatcy, and they were 
be laſt that entered, having brought off the 

"r00ps with great Glory and Succeſs. The 
Chevalier was -more pleaſed with his good 
Fortune in baving preſerved his dear Friends, 
than with all the Praiſes that were given him 


by thoſe, who had been Witneſſes of his Ace 


To have had it in his Power to do 
| e Service to his beloved Counteſs, in the 
eiſons of a Huſband and Brother ſo dear to 
er, gave him more Joy, than the Laurels he 
md gained with ſo many Dangers, and with 
ſuch loud Applauſc. However, they were 
all, three greatly en at the Mis fortune 
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that” ar to ag A Trum- 
was ſent next Day to the Creneral to de- 


ſire he might be treated th the ReſpeR due 
to his Quality. His Cap tivity laſted but a 
Mort Time; for he was ſoon after exchanged 
for a Kinſman of the Marquis de Spindla's, 

ho had. deen taken Priſoner by the Be- 


boo 4,11 x 


-"Rhinchurg, had now beldout three Months, | 


more through the Valour of the B. * 
than the Strength of the Place. The 

vernour deſpairing of Succours, and. growing 
deſtitute of Proviſion and Ammnnition, | 
manded a Capitulation. The vigourous 


fence he had made, was alike glorious to 


him, and advantageous for his Party; for it 
effectually . hindered the Enemies from un- 
dertaking any thing conſiderable during the 
Remainder of y ir. la - The Enemies, 
doing Jaftice to his Valour and; good Con- 
Wy allowed him' very honourable Condi- 
tions. Our Voluntiers finding that the Sea- 
ſon was far advanced, and that they were not 
likely to have any more Opportunities of 
fignalifing themſelves, took the Road back 
to Paris, making ſhort Journ es. But it is 
now Time to ſce how the Countefs of Berci 
employed herſelf during the Abſence of her 
rd, 
. 5 DS ity „„ 


A few Days after his Dag e — Dacs- 
plan; ſhe ſet out for Lurgundy, with two of 
ber Women,. and a FOE whom the 


2190 1 Count 


u * 
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Count bad left to attend her, She Ropped at 
an Inn at Auxerre, and as ſhe entered the 
Houſe, ſaw a young Lady, who ſeemed to 
be juſt alighted alſo, ſtanding at the Window. 
Milam de Berci thought her extremely band- 
ſome, and was deſirous of having the Pleaſure 
of her Company during the Time they ſtaid 
there, ſhe ſent to beg the Favour they migbe 
dine together. The yourg Lady gladly ac- 
ceptcd the Invitation, and entering the Coun- 
tefs's Apartment, both were pleaſingly ſur- 
priſed to ſce cach other: fur in eſtect, this 
oung Lady, whom the Counteſs did not 
brow at a Diſtance, was Mademoiſelle 4 
@Mrnemartin,.-- with whom the young Mas- 
1 quis de Saint-Sauveur was in Love. 


They embraced with mutual Satisfaction; - 
* ter the firſt Compliments, each aſked 
the other, where ſhe was travelling? and were 
- infinitely. pleaſed to find that great Part of 
their Journey they might be together. After 
Dinner they were informed, that their Coaches 
were ready, but the Counteſs inſiſted upon 
Mademoiſelle de Montmartin's coming into 
Her's, their Women being all accommodated 
in the young Lady's Coach, Madam de Berri 


and ſhe had the Pleaſore of converſing toge- 


ther without Reſtraint. 


As ſoon as they had left Auxerre, the o 
tefs informed Mademoiſelle 4s Montmartin of 
the Occafion of this 3 ſhe told her, 


ers 


ther, 
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ther, ſhe was going to ſeek ſpme Conſolation, 
| for. the Grigf which her Lord's and her Bro- 
er's Ablence had given ber, who, ſhe ad- 
„were gone to make a Campaign in Hel- 
land. Mademoiſelle de Montmar tin knew this 
as well as the Counteſs ; for the Marquis ds 
$aint-Sauveur, and Monſieur de Morigay, bad 
both wiote to her before their Departure from 
Beauplan, to inform her of their intended Ex- 
pedition, and to take their Leaves of her. She 
was almoſt as much afflited as the Counteſs, 
and was going into the Country to bewail 
her Lover's Abſence, and to conceal the In- 
tereſt ſhe took in it. However, ſhe affected 
to be ſurpriſed at the News, expreſſing a great 
Eſteem for the young Marquis de Saint · Sau- 
veur, had ſhe ſaid Love, ſhe would but have 
done Juſtice to thoſe Sentiments ſhe ſelt for 
him; but on ſuch Occaſions young Ladies 
generally ſhew, they can be very ſecret. And, 
indeed, ſhe had diſembled her Thoughts with 
ſo much Art, that neither the Marquis, or 
Monſieur de Harigny, had ever Reaſon to flat= 
ter  bimſelf with Going prefered. To this 
Conduct of her's was owing the Diſpute which 
terminated in their Duel at Fontainebleau; for 
tach fuppoling the other more happy than 
himſelf, both were enraged, 2nd thought 


themſelves injured. 1: 


However, Mademoiſelle ds Mantmartin 
was not quite fo reſerved with the Siſter of. 
her favourite Lover: for though. ſhe would 
not confeſs, that ſhe loved the Marquis de 


: Saint 


au” "and the Gap of hi. 205 
Sairt-Cauvaur, yet the acknowledged; with a 
aceful Modeſty, that, notwithſtandiug Mon- 
por ds Morigny had great, it, yet hg 
would nevet be her Choice. This was enough 
to aſlure the Counteſs, who. did not want Pe» 
netrations that one Lover was fej „in Fas 
your, of the 821 bs 2 ber Fen too 
to expe art xplanation, from 
way. modeſt as Mademoiſelle de Montmar- 
tin; and ſenſible how obligiag ſuch an Decla· 
mation was for her Brother, ſhe only anſwer- 
ed it by tender Careſlcs, to * that ſhe un; 
dei ſtood it ſo. 


| Mademoiſelle de Hontmartin was abſolute» 
ignorant of the Chevalier dps Eur Faſſion 
2 dhe Counteſs, as well as the great Eſteem 
had for him. They diſcourſcd about the 
jel between the Rivals; Mademoiſelle de: 
ntnantin praiſed the Valour and Generoſity 
5 the Chevalier, in very high Terms; and the 
Counteſs. was not ſorcy, that ſhe had an Op- 
tunity of talking of him, both of them 
2 great Obligations to him. No Convetſa- 
tion % ſo delightful as that on a beloved Ob- 
je. Theſe Ladics ſufliciently proved the 
Truth of that Obſervation ; for the Count, 
the Chevalier and the Marquis afforded them 
| a SubjeR ſo copious, that, although they talked 
of 8 elſe during that Day's jvc 
yet when. they came to part at Night, they 
ſcemed to have a great deal more to ſay. The 
Counteſs and Mademoiſelle ds Moutmartin' 
2 each other tenderly, and vowed an · 
5 inyio- 
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in violable Friendſhip. "Madam de Terci pro- 
-mmiſed to be ih Paris at the Expiration of two 
Months, from whence ſhe did not intend to 
remove till her Lord's Artival : Mademoiſelle 
"fe Montmartin on her Side affured her, that 
he wound join her there about that Time, 
und intreated her to write to her frequently, 
promiſing to be as punctual as poſſible in her 


E. wers. 


Tue Counteßs of Berci conflnilny her Jour- 
ney, arrived three Days afterwards at her 
Father s Eſtate, where ſhe was received with 
the higheſt Teſtimonies of Joy. Her Mother, 
who had not ſeen her ſinee her Marriage, 
Held her a long Time embraced in her Arms, 
bede wing her fair Face, with Tears of Tender- 
neſs and Delight, Madame de Berei, as ſuon 
as theſe firſt Tranſports of their Meeting were 
ſubſided, acquainted her Parents with her 
Lord's and her Brother's Departure to Hel- 
tand, and that it was the Chevalier des Eſſar: 
who had perſuaded them to this Expedition, 
to which ſhe had been obliged to conſent. n 


d God grant, raid the old Marquis de Salat- 
Sauveur, with lifted Eyes, that their ſafe 
Return may put an End to your Fears and 
* ours. My Daughter, added the good old 
Man, you recal to my Remembrance a 
Man who will ever be dear to me, his Wel- 
fare, next to that —— Wife CES, 
is what I take moſt Intereft in.” I dread 


toaſt = immoderate Courage ſhould expoſe 
0 745 6 him 


9 


end the Counteſs of Brel. 109 


1 8 w_ | Aan 
« him to Dangers no human Force can ſur- 
« mount; for all that Man can do, he can, 
© he ſaved my Life once by his Valour, and 
« ke ſaved it a ſecond time, by preferving 
« your Brother, it will never be in my Power 
to make him a ſufkcient Return for Bene- 
fits of this Nature. 


The Counteſs duiſt not truſt herſelf fo far 
as to anſwer this Diſcourſe of her Father's, 
ſhe drcaded left ſhe ſhould ſay too much on 
ſo plcaling a Subject, ſhe therefore artfully 
turned the Converſation upon her meeting 
witl, Mademoiſelle de Montmartin at Au- 
xerre. She extolled the Merit and Beauty 
of that young Lady, and expreſſed an ardent 
Wiſh, that ſhe might be ſo happy as to have 
her for a Siſter-in-law. The old Marquis, 
who knew her Family. 2s alſo that ſhe had a 
yery large Fortune, a Quality which in thoſe 
Times, as well 3s our own, was of higher 
Eſtimation than all the Advantages of Wit, 
Birth, and Baauty, was extremely well ſatis- 
fed with his Son's Taſte, and approved of his 
Daughter's Propoſal, declaring that her Eſtate 
was a very good one, and ſhe was a very ami- 
able Lady. * 


In the mean time the Count of Berci, who 
took every Opportunity of writing to his 


Wife, and ſending her News of every Thing 


that concerned him, informed her of bis Bro- 
thes's being taken Priſoner by the Enemies, 
and the Extremity to which he himſelf and 

9 40 9” I 
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bis Brother - in- lar would have been reduced, 
hut for the immediate Aſſiſtance they received 
from the Chevalier des Ears. He acknow- 
ledged, that he owed his Life to the Courage 
of chat brave Man, and that he had alſo pre- 
ſerved! the Marquis de Saint-Sauvenr a ſecond 
time. The Count gave a very circumftan- 
tial Account of the Danger they 
and of the Valour and Conduct of his Friend, 
ho by a thoufand brave Exploits, had gained 
# never dying Reputation. He intreated his 
Wile to be at Paris in a few Days, where 
he hoped he ſhould ſoon meet ber. 10 


No, my dear Daughter, ſaid her Mother 
tranſported with Admiration and Gratitude, 
the Count muſt come and ſetch you; write 
© to him to bring with him this wonderful 
« Man. Tbis is the only Way we have to ſee 
„him; he is ſo great a Friend of your Lord's, 
tbat he will not refuſe to accompany him to 
* Burgundy. We will ſhew bim by our Re- 
* teption of him, that although it is not in 
© cur Power to repay the ineffimable Benefits 
* he has conferred upon us, yet that we can 
* acknowledge them with the utmoſt Grati- 
© tude-* The Counteſs could not but be ve- 
ry much affected with this new Proof of the 
Chevalier's Paſſion for her, her Delicacy was 
not ſhocked at the grateful Tendernefs: ſhe felt 
for a Man who had preſerved her Huſband. 
His Generofity, and the Diſintereſtedneſs of 
his Love, ſeemed to authoriſe thoſe favourable 


| Ventiments ſhe had for him. The Praiſes her 


Father 


had been in, 
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tr d thoſe Sentuments; and it Was 
wich -Diftculty that ſhe forbore /joining ih 
their Eulogiums on this brave Man, with an 
Ardour that might have betraycd her Secrtt. 
She reflected with Aſtuniſhment on the 
Effects of Fortune, which contihually f 
ed him with new Arms, to take, as it were, 
her Heart by Force. She became ſenſibley/at 
length, that ſhe loved the Chevalier. A 
Crime, which, though involuatary, ſhe would 
not have pardoned in herſelf, had ſhe not re- 
ſolved to die, rather than do any thing that 
could wound her Duty, or throw a Blemiſh 
upon her Fame. 4937} SETS! 7 


After ſhe had continued ſome Weeks at 
ber Father's, ſhe bad Affairs to ſolicit at 
Court, which required that ſhe ſhould be there, 
as ſoon as poſſible. The Marquis and his La- 
dy uſed a thouſand Efforts to detain her, 
_ with a Hope of having ſoon the C of 
their Son-in-law, and the Chevalier des E, 
Fars z but the Counteſs could not be prevail» 
ed upon. Although the Care of het Affairs 
had indeed leſs Part in ber Eagerneſs to be 
gone, than her Impatience to meet her Lord, 
2nd perhaps a ſecret Wiſh to ſee the Chevas 
lier; beſides, ſhe bad promiſed Mademoiſelle 
de ' Montmariin to be at Paris within two 
Months, and the Time drew very near, 'that 
young Lady was already there, and had wrote 
to the Counteſs to remind her of her Pro- 
miſe. | | | ange * 
1141 os Madam 


E IEEE Se Sous is OO» 


* N 6 * T — — 
7 F 7 "a." Foe Fas, we "Ie we _ * 2 a> # F * g * N 5 * N 4 = bs IS © , 5 * * "> cl ou 4 
l C — l — r 
* 4+ a Ps * 


ts "Sug 
L a * 
it. 


3 vs e ors 09 op ROT Oo ge bits 


fo The Biffiry'of ix Ce. uf Ear: 
Madam d Beret took a tender Fate wel of h 
Parents, Who belſeving they ſaw bet for the Jaf 
time, were diſſolved in Tears and Grief ; the 
Counteſs was not leſs afflicted, and with Dif- 
ſiculty diſengaging herſelf from their Arms, 
me threw herlc!f into her Coach in'a filent 
TS. e 


Having met with no Accidents or Dela 
in her Journey, ſhe arrived at Paris on the 
tenth of September. 2 * 


She employed all the remaining Part of the 
Time her Lord continued at the Siege of 
Rhineburg, in ſoliciting the Aﬀair ſhe had at 
Court. Mademoiſel'e de Montmartin hardly 
ever left her, nothing could be more tendec 
and ſincere, than the Friendſhip between theſe 
two Ladies. Mademoiſelle de Montmartin 
felt the Abſence of the young Marquis de 
Saint- Sauveur 1:(s ſevere, when ſhe was in the 
Company of bis charming Siſter, and Ma- 
dam de Berci could indulge her Tenderneſs by 
talking of the Chevalier des Ears to Made - 
moiſelle de Montmartin, who conſidering him 
2s the Preſerver of her Lover's Life, was ne- 
yer tired of hearing his Praiſes. 
The Ladies had Lodgings near the Arſenal, 
where the young Nobility diverted themſelves 
every Day with Tilting, and other martial 
Sports, and theſe bloodlefs Wars were often 4 
pleafing Amuſement to them. One Day the | 
were informed, that ſome Foreigners, n 
rn | Were 


. end the Gounteſe of Ben. 11x 
were juſt arrived at Paris, had challenged 
fone of the Courtiers to break a Lance with 
them, as was the Cuſtom in the gallant Reign 
af Henry IV. The King, who ſuppoſed theſe 
1 to be HK, a Nation be had 
Aa high Eſteem for, reſolved to honour. this 
Combat with his Preſence, the whole Court 
came to the Arſenal, and our two Friends did 
not fail likewiſe to be there, The Foreigners 
made good. their Challenge a lon Time 
againft ſeveral Lords of the Court, but one 
a:inongſt them ſoon drew all the Attention of 
the Spectatots. He gave ſo many Proofs of 
an uncommon Courage, and Addreſs, that one 

of the braveſt Men of the Court, and a great 
Favourite of the King's, flattcring himſelf, 
that he could revenge the Defeat of the other 
Lords, by overcoming his Vanquiſher, ad- 
vanced fiercely agaĩuſt him, however, he had 
ſvon Cauſe to repent of his Preſumption, for 
after ſeveral vigourous Efforts to overthrow 
his Adverfary, the Stranger, weary of a Re- 
ſiſtance to which he had not been accuſtomed, 
eng all his Strength, gave him ſo ſu- 
us a Blow that he fell roomy on the 
Ground. a 


The Courtier was ſightly wounded by the 
Lance ; and although the was foun in- 
formed that his Hurt was not dangerous, yet 
he was ſo much concerned at an Accident ſo 
mortifying for his Favourite, that he com- 
manded the Sports ſhould ceaſe ; and (ending. 
er the Challengers, delired: they would make 

theme 
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themſelves known. They obeyed, with 4 
f profound Reverence to' the King, and taking 
| off their caſques, diſcovered to bim that 40d 


were bis own Subjeds. 


| The King and the whole Court n knew 
| | them to be the ſame brave Men who three 
Months before had left Parts, to go and ſhut 
themſelves up in Riineburg, and indeed they 
were no other, than the Chevalier des Ear, 
and his two noble Friends; they had arrived 
that very Day from Holland, and had agreed 
to ſignalize their Entry into Paris, by ſome 
then Adventure. 


2 King was e pleaſed to ſee 
them again, and was better (atisfied that his 
1 Favourite and his Courtiers ſhould be over- 
come by their own Countrymen, than 
Foreigners. He ſaid a great many obliging 
Things upon their Valour and Succeſs ; — 
after 12 with them upon ſome Parti- 
culars relating to the Siege of Rhineburg, and 
aring that he was a bighly plea "with 
their Condu, he returned to the Louvre, 
and left them in the midft of the Ladies, 


In the mean time, the Praiſes that were | \ 


jven to the Chevalier des E — reſounded 
rom every Part, and had Glory been the 


predominant Paſſion in his Soul, he might 
have been extremely happy; but he was 
5 wholly taken up with the Thoughts of his 

4 hey Counteſs, whom he was every _ 


” _— and the C i of Berri. 1113 
ſecking with his Eyes. The Impatience that 
was viſible in his Countenance, and that Ab- 
ſence of Mind, which made him inſenſble to 
Ar. that paſſed, had there been Lei- 
ſure for Obſervation, might have betrayed his 
Secret. At length be —— the Place 
where Madam de Berci was, he pointed her 
out with a joyful Emotion to the t, and, 
they immediately advanced to ſalute her, 
while the Marquis de Saint-Sauveur, and Mon- 
ſieur de Morigny fle eagerly to kils the Hands 
of Mademoiſelle de 4 who was 
with her; that young Lady was in great Per- 
plexity how to behave in ſuch a manner to 

theſe Rivals, as might not excite the Jealouſy 
of -cither, by a Preference too remarkable. 
And though her Heart declared for the Mar- 
uis de Saint-Sauucur, yet ſhe received Mon- 
eur de Morigny with equal Appearance of 
Satislaction, | . 


The Count of Barci having embraced the 
Counteſs. his Wife, preſented the Chevalier 
des Efſers to her, and caſting a tender Regard 
upon him, faid, < Madam, it is to this brave 
Man, this truly gencrous Friend, that you 
_ © owe the ſafe Return of your Huſband, an 
our Brother; to him we are obbiged .for 
the Happine of ſceing you, again. Pay. 
your Acknowledgments here, and by your: 

ateſul Reception of our Preſetver, ſhew 


6 your Eſtimation of the Benefits be has con- 
© ferred upon you,” . „ rx 
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76 Tt is not the only time; replied the Coun- 
© teſs, ſweetly bluſhing, that the Chevalier, 
© by the Greatneſs of his Services to us, has 
© made all Thanks poor, and infinitely below 
the Obligations we have to him; and if it 
© js not in our Power to repay ſuch noble 
Acts, with any thing farther than ſuch Sen- 
timents as the higheſt Gratitude inſpires, 

© he will, like Heaven, be contented with 
© Thanks and Praiſe, ſince Virtue is always 
its own greateſt Reward, * T 


| +" The Chevalier nnderſtood the full Force of 
this Anſwer, Which probably the Count might 
think a little extravagant. Madam, an- 
ſwered he, the Services I have been fa hap- 
* py as to render you, are only conſiderable 
with reſpect to their Motive, and their Ob- 
jec̃ts and to which Fortune has contributed 
more than any thing elſe : but were th 
much greater than they are, I ſhould think 
them too well rewarded, 770 the Honour 
you do me, of appearing ſenfible of them. 


The Count, during this Speech, had been 
making his Compliments to Mademoiſelle de 
Mou tmartin; and the Marquis de Saint-Sau- 

: wexr then found Time to ſalute his Siſter, and 
to preſent Monſieur de Morigny to her; after 
which the Count giving his Hand to the young 
Lady, while the Chevalier had the Happineis 
of leading the charming Counteſs, they went 
altogether. to Madam de Berci's Lodgi 2 
12 e | a 1  WRIC 


* * 
. 5 ® 
NY = 


ne] and tbe Caunteſs of Berai... 115 


which were but a ſmall Diſtance! from 


— 


Ihe Counteſs detained Mademoiſelle. de 


| Moenmmart:n to Supper, as likewiſe ſome other 


"Ladies, her Friends, Who bring informed of 
the Count's Return, came to take Part in her 
Joy. Aſter Supper, ſeveral of the Count's 
Friends coming in, the Chevalier 4% Efſars 
left him amongſt them, and joined the Ladies, 
who had formed a little Cabal by themſelves. 
The Ditcourſe now turned whoily upon Gal- 
lantry: One of the Ladies, Who had a great 
deai of Vivacity, aſked the Chevalier, if In- 
ſenſibility was the ncceſſary Confequence of 
-uncommon Courage; and whether Love and 
Glory were incompatible? - To tell you the 
Truth, added ſhe, we are all very unhappy, 
to find that our Charms have yet made no 
Impreſſion upon your Heart. And ſince, 
* as we find by your Example, that Hero's 
are ſenſible to no other Paſſion but Ambi- 
© tion, we are in Danger of having either no 
* Adorers at all, or ſuch as will do us no 
Honour. E 


+ The Counteſs and the Chevalier could not 
help ſmiling, at this Speech. Mademoiſelle 
&e Montmariin finding the Chevalier (lent, 
'turned to the Lady, who had made the At- 

-tack upon him. We find, Madam, faid 
* the, that the Hero's of old were proud of 
* turrendering their Arms to Love, and thaſe 
_ -* Laurels they had gained with ſuch Danger 
| in 


223 * 
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dee in ſecret, wants only ſuch, a Cone. 
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c in che Field, were v offered to ſome 
urn; why then ſhould 
$5 imagine that the Chevalier would think 


ve a Blemiſh to his Glory, when they 
N ned it added Glory to rs. As for 
c me, 


declare, I believe him to be as much. 

* im. Love as any of thoſe 0 N but 
© jnſinitely more diſcreet ; eat 1 

© to. conceal his F — 8 4 all Eyes but 

© thoſe which have kindled it, is a Proof 

< with me, that it is ſo much n vio- 


Mademolſelle de Montmartin 8 not 
babe railled the Chevalier in this manner, 
had ſhe had the leaſt Suſpicion of his Paſ- 
on. for the Counteſs; ſhe had no other 
ign in it, but to. keep up the Mirth of 
the Converſation. The Counteſs knew not 
what to think, when the Chevalier recover- 
a little from the Perplexity into which 


bs Diſcourſe had thrown. him, ſaid, If 


there is no Heart, Madam, but what ſome 
© Time. or other is ſenſible of the Force of 


„Love, mine, if it had kept its Freedom 


© hitherto, would certainly loſe it now, amidſt 
* ſo many Charms; but grant I am in Love, 
£ what would it avail me to confels a Flame 
* IPL. which, 1. EARORE) * for F Re- 
mech i. 10 * 10 


5 Fe Monſieur, ſaid wege. 
Montwartin, the Beauty; for whom you- 


clhon, 


* 


. 
6 felon, to make her pity, e deen « 
* Love. , 


* The ntl was now more armed thin 
before, and apprehenſive that her Silence 


Sh ſrnereiei in this Diſcourſe, addreſled 
herfelf'to the Chevalier, with an Air fo un- 
reſerved and eafy, as might have blinded the 
moſt penetrating” View. 


© If I was thee. with this 
Beauty, Monſieur, ſaid ſhe, and was a 
© Tire that T1 had any Influence ever her, I 
« would never ceaſe to importune her, till 
© the had rendered Juſtice to your Valour 
© and Merit. I am perſuaded, the reſt of 
©'thefe Ladies arc as much inclined to fa- 
<-vour you, and would readily join their 
© Endeavours with mine to ſerve 
© then you would make uſe of our Aſſiſt- 
© ance, you muſt tell us the Name of this 
powerful Beauty, who has had the Glo- 
© ry to triumph over ſuch a Heart, that we 
may all plead your Cauſe, © myſelf parti- 
© cularly, in Acknowledgment for the Ser- 
+ vices I have received from you.” 


1. was plain, the Counteſs relied greatly 
on the Chevalicr's Wit and Diſcretion, or 
ſhe could nat have gone ſo far; he *. 
ed her Expectations, and taking the Wod,. 
with a Grace that ſuffered nor s 
raſsment to be perceived, „ fd 

Mt 6 


* 


make it ſuſpected that ſhe was do 


you. If 
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©he, there is w great a png oe be 
tween the Merit of the Lady I love, and 
© my own, that I dare not — ſor any Re- 
turn to my Paſſion. However, I am ſe 
© highly obliged by the Offer you have gene- 
© roufly*made me, and I owe you ſo much 
© Reſpet and Obedience, that, a:though' I 
© had determined not to diſcloſe her Name, 
Ie 6 if you command me, I will reveal it to 

© you, upon Condition, that you will pro- 
© miſe me, Madam, never to diſcover the 
© Seeret. : 
15 Tt is impoſſible to accept of your Condi- 
© tion, interrupted the Counteſs ſmiling, how 
& Jittle do you underſtand our Sex, if you 
& think we would not rather loſe the Pleaſure 
of hearing a Secret, than be under the hor- 
e xible Reſtraint of keeping it; but I believe, 
continued ſhe, that we have really carried 
© our Curioſity too far, --- It would be inhu- 
© mian'"to ra ral you any more, and we will 
© content ourſelves, with knowing that you 
ure in Lore, without deſiring you dename 


© the Otheck. 


The Chevalier made no Reply, but taking 
up 2 Lute that lay upon a Table, he touched 
| —= Strings with ſuch Art; as ſhewed he was 
2 perſect Maſter of that Iuſtrument, and 
to it his Voiee, he ſung a melting 
Air; which expreſſed all the Fervour of his 
Paffon. The Company, drawn by tlie Sweet-: 


neſs of his Voiee, degan » 
— him. 


him. The Ladies, abo remarked the Pur- 

of the Song, which lamented a hopeleſa 

ve, and ſaw his Eyes ſwimming in tender 
Languiſhmeot, ſighing at every Pauſe wich 
ſympathetic Sorrow, were perſuaded that he 
was andecd a Lover, and that he was unſor- 
tunate. it 2 f | . * 


The Counteſs was fo affected with this 
muſical : Complaint, which, ſhe underſtood 
perfectly well, that it was with Difficulty ſhe 
reſtrained her Tears, and not daring to meet 
her Lover's Eyes with ſo much Soſtneſs in 
her own, the turned them on her Lord, cal- 
ling up all her Virtue and her Fortitude to 
reſiſt the ſoſt Emotions, that filled her Breaſt. 

Ihe Chevalier had ſcarce ended his Song, 
when a Page entered the Room, and deſited 
to ſpeak with him. He roſe up, and Madam 
de Berci, who ſollowed him with her Eyes, 
ſaw that the Page delivered a Meſſage to bim 
in a Whisper, aſter which the Chevalier, 
making an Excuſe to the Company ſor 
leaving 2 followed the little [EL 


down Stairs. 


The | Counteſs found ſomething in, this 
* Mcſlage, ſuſcient to alarm her, 


ſue ſuſpected it was forme, Ae Who had 


ſeat for the Chevalier. That Love, which had 
lain hid even ſrom herſelf at the Bottom' of 
her Heart, flamed out in ſealouſy at this In- 
eident; ſhe felt Emations which hitherte 
ha had been 4 Stranger to, a deadly Palenats 
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overſpread her Face, ſhe trembled, ſighed, 
and c'er ſhe was aware the Tears ſtarted 
rom her Eyes. Such extraordinary Agita- 
fions muſt neceſſarily have awakened the 
Company's Suſpicions, had not the Accident 
that happened at that very Inſtant, given a 
Colour to it, by the general Terror and 
Grief with which all were ſeized. 


' "The Chevalier having, as we have already 
faid, followed the Page down Stairs, he ruſh- 
ed ſuddenly out of the Door that led to the 
Street, nd three Men advancing immediate- 
ly to the Chevalier, ſeized him, and 
their Poignards into his Body. The Cheva- 
lier diſengaging himſelf from their bold, 
drew his Sword to defend himſelf, but e'er 
he could execute his Intentions, he received 
another Wound, which depriving him at once 
of Senſe and Motion, he fell to the Ground. 
The Aſſaſſins ſuppoſing him dead, endeavour- 
ed to eſcape by the Door through which the 
Page had run out, and which, as they ex- 
e he had leſt open for them; but the 
Boy in his Hurry and Confuſion the 
Door after him, ſo that the Murderers found 
themſelves encloſed on every Side. The Noiſe 
the Chevalier had made by ftrugling with 
them, reached the Ears of ſome Servants, 
who waited in the Antichamber, near that 
the Company were in, they ran haſtily down 
Stairs, and came juſt Time enough to ſee 
the Chevalier fall all bloody upon the Ground. 
One of them running up Stairs again, entered 
4 * ; the 


ans Har Jos | sf os. $04 %9 1 ic | 

Inftantly the Count of Berci, followed by 
his Brother, and Meffieurs de Saint-Sawvenr, _. 
and · Moripay, ran wich their Swords drawn tos. 
the Hall: they ſound their Friend bathed in 


his own Blood, and lying ſenſeleſs upon the 
Ground, and the three Murderers, who en- 
deavoured to conceal themſelves, ſtanding in, 
a Corner of the Hall. Theſe Wretches, ſee-, 


ing the imminent Os Op IE in, and 
they could hope for no Mercy, gene, . 
d to 


like Madmen; the Count of Berci cal 


them to yield, but finding them obſtinate, he 1 
and his two Friends ſoon diſpatched. them. 


Two of them died upon the Spot, and the 
thirck Nved a'few Moments after he fell, but 
could not be prevailed upon fo declare who 


fo'villainous an Action. 


+2 1032 2 AL 


che Count*s Servants, having taken up 
carried him without Reflexion 
intd the Room where the Ladies were; they 
laid Mm un Sopha, and ran to fetch Sur- 
geg. e What a ſad Spectacle was this for 


an” disfigured with Wounds 


n upon him, her Eyes 


fixed, her Feet rooted to the Ground ; 


n a deep Groan ſhe ſell ſenſeleſs into 


—T - G the 


"and the Coninteſ 5 of Hr r 


and upon what Account he had 


untels of Berci, her Lover pale, | bloody, 
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the Arms of Mademoiſclle de 4Joutmartin, ' 


who was near ber, and was catried into an- 
other Room, where all the Remedies they 
applied w recover her, were for ſome Time 


incftectual, 


The Surgeons in the mean time examined 
the Chevalier's Wounds, they pronounced 


them very dangerous; they conferred toge- 


ther a few Moments in a unintel- 
ligible to any hut themſelves, and then pro- 
ceeded to apply their Dreſſings, declaring, 
that if the Chevalier recovered, it would be 

little leſs than a Prodigy. His Friends liſten- 
ed to this as to the og of his Death, 
and abandoned themſelves to exceſſive Grief. 
The Chevalier was put to Bed, and continued 


all the reſt of the Night in a Swoon, To- 


wards the Morning he began to recover his 
Senſes, but his Voice was ſo low that he 


could ſcarce be heard when he attempted to 


ſpeak. He had loſt a great Quantity. of 
Blood, and with it all Remembrance of what 
had happened to him. The Surgeons, who 
viſited him as ſoon as it was light, ordered 
that he ſhould not be allowed to ſee any Per- 
fon, or to ſpeak, but be kept as quiet as pol- 
ſible. His Friends, amidſt their Anxiety for 
his Recovery, uſed their utmoſt Endeavours 
to find out the Authors of ſo horrid a Villany. 
After a ftrict Enquiry, they diſcovered the 
Page, who had brought the Meſſage to the 
Chevalier, and delivered him up to his But- 
chers. He confeſſed, that he and Roſe en 


| 
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pad been employed by a Kinſman of the 
King's Favourite, who had been unborſed 


in the Liſts by the Chevalier the ſame Day 
he came to Paris. 


The Friends of Monſieur des Efſars, fu! 
of I ion, and breathing Revenge, went 


to the Louvre, to complain of this Aſſaſſina- 


tion to the King, and to demand Juſtice on 
the Author of it. It was but too probable, 
that the Favourite himſelf, who was likcwiie 
vanquiſhed by the Chevalier, was concerned 
in this black Affair; however, he diſavowed 
it publicly, and ſhewed great Concern for the 
Condition to which the Chevalier was re- 
duced. His Grief, whether real or affected, 


had ſuch Marks of Sincerity in it, as perſuaded 


the King he was abſolutely ignorant of the 
horrid Deed, and being charmed at ſuch a 
Conviction of his Innocence, he obliged him, 
and the Friends of the Chevalicr, to embrace 
in his Prefence, commanding them poſitively 
to take no other Meaſures to revenge 
than thoſe the Law allows. 


In the mean time the Favourite's Kinſman 
ſought to ſecure his own oP by Flight : He 
went into another Country, and never more 
durſt venture to return to France. But although 
the Favourite was juſtified in the King's Opi- 
nion, yet the Public had not the ſame Indul- 

for him, nor equal Facility in believi 

his Profeſſions. The Chevalicr had never h 
any declared Encmy, _ it was the i 
Te! 
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Diſcourſe, that the falſe Shame of being van- 
quiſhed, had induced him to commit an Ac- 
tion ſo infamous and ſo unworthy of a brave 


Man. | 


But let us now return to the unfortunate 
Counteſs of Berci: When ſhe had recovered 
her Senſes, and began to reflect on what had 
paſſed, ſhe found ſhe had given very remark- 
able Teſtimonies of her Grief and Tenderneſs 
before ſeveral Witneſſes, all of whom ſhe 
could not flatter herſelf were fo taken up with 
their own Terror and Concern, as not to ob- 
ſerve them. She trembled at the Intcrpreta- 
tion her Lord might put upon her Behaviour; 
but the Count of Berci, who tenderly loved 
his Wife, and who had not the leaſt Suſpicion 
of her Virtue, attributed her ſudden Fainting 
to the Terrors with which ſhe was ſeized at 
the Sight of the Chevalier in that dreadful] 
Condition; and it was natural for her to be 
extremely afflicted for the Danger of one 
from whom ſhe had received ſo many Ser- 


vices, 


He was the firſt to tell her that the Sur- 
geons had ſome Hopes of his Recovery ; ſhe 
was overjoyed at this News, but the Appre- 
henſions ſhe ſtil] continued to be under, that 
| her Regard for the Chevalier was diſcovered, 
embittered that Joy, and filled her with An- 
xiety. She dreaded left her Brother-in-law 
ſhould form Suſpicions injurious to her Vir- 
tue. He, indeed, was but too well acquainted 
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with the Chevalier's Paſſion for the Countefs? 
and did not fail to obſerve the Conduct of 
them both. His Siſter-in-law's Fainting did 
not eſcape his Notice ; but whatever were his 
Thoughts about it, he kept them ſhut up in 
his Heart, and never took any Step that mipht 
give her Uneaſineſs, or prejudice her in the 
Opinion of her Huſband, and notwithſtand- 
ing his ſecret Envy of the Chevalier, he al- 
ways governed himſelf by thoſe Principles of 
Generoſity which were natural to him. 


As ſoon as the Chevalier was able to re- 
flect upon the Adventure which had happen- 
ed to him, he employed his Mind inceſſant- 
ly in confidering who could be the Author 
of it: And as Lovers are cver torturing them - 
felves with imaginary Evils, he ſometimes 
fancied, that this ſecret Enemy, who ſought 
to take his Life, by ſuch ſhameful Methods, 
was a Rival, who fluttered himſelf that it 
was he only who flood in his Way to Hap- 
pineſs. This Thought gave him inexpret- 
ſible Agonies; he burnt with Deſire to be 
reyenged, and Impatience and the Inquietude 
of his Mind greatly retarded his Recovery. 


The Count of Berci, who came into his 
Chamber, one Day, when he was moſt dif- 
turbed with theſe Chimera's, finding his Fe- 
ver much higher, and hearing him ſigh, and 
ditcover great Agitation of Mind: What is 
© it that troubles you, my dear Chevalier? 
© (faid this tender and faithful Friend) Why 
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do you give way to any anxious Thoughts 
in the Condition you are in? The Melan- 
* choly that oppreſſes you, will be of dan- 
* gerous Conſequence to your: Health, and 
the Hopes the Surgeons have given us of 
your Lifc, will be all blaſted, if you do 
not, by calming your Mind, contribute to 
your Cure. Baniſh theſe Cares that diſturb 
* your own Quiet, and afflict your Friends, 
and be aſſured that you are already re- 
venged of your Enemies, if that Thought 
can give you any Relief. 


The Count then informed him of the Fate 
of his three Aſlaſſins, but took Care not to 
own his Suſpicions concerning the King's 
Favourite, whom he had vanquiſhed in the 
Liſts the Day he arrived at Paris. He was 
afraid, that he would too ſoon be Jed, by 
common Diſcourſe, and his own Reflexions, 
to ſuſpect him himſelf, and knowing the 
Courage of his Friend, he did not doubt but 
as foon as he had recovered his Strength, 
he would take Vengeance on him for the 
baſe Attempt he had made upon his Life. 


The Chevalier would have anſwered the 
Count, and expreſſed his Acknowledgment 
of the Friendſhip he diſcovered for him, 
but Monſieur de Berci, laying his Hand up- 
on his Mouth, conjured him to obey the 
Surgeons Directions, who had earneſtly re- 
commended to him not to ſpeak; and ten- 
derly urged him to contribute all in his 

h Power 
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Power towards his Cure, which was earneſt- 
ly prayed for by his Friends. The Cheva- 
ler then contented himſelf with preſſing in 


an affectionate manner the Count's Hand, 


which he held between his, endeavouring, 
dy this Action, to ſhew him how preatly 
he was affected with all thoſe Inftances he 
gave him of his Friendſhip. He ardently 
wiſhed to ſee the Counteſs ; - her Preſence 
would have been an effectual Relief to him, 
but ſhe was of a contrary Opinion: She was 
afraid that the Sight of her might produce 
ſome dangerous Alteration, ſhe therefore con- 
cented herſelf with ſending frequent Meffages 
to know the State of his Health, and to af- 
ſure him of the -great Intereſt ſhe took 
4 "0 


At the Expiration of fifteen Days, the 
Surgeons declared that he was out of 
Danger, and that they would anſwer for 
his Li The Count, eager to communi- 
cate this good News to his Wiſc, went in- 
ſtantly bs toe Apartment, and congratulated 
his Brother and her, upon the — 
Recovery of a Friend ſo dear to them all. 
Madam de Berci could reſiſt no longer the 
earneſt Deſire ſhe had to ſce him, 2 ain 
fearful of ſurpriſing him, ſhe ſent to let 
him know that ſhe would viſit him the next 


Day. This Interval appeared an Age to the 


tranſported Chevalier, he counted the Hours 
with Impatience, and bleſſed every fleeting 
| | 4 Momem 
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Moment as it paſt, which brought him 
nearer to his Happineſs, 


The Marquis de Saint-Squveur, and Ma- 
demoiſelle de Montmariin, accompanied the 
Counteſs in this Viſit ; but they, glad of an 
Opportunity to diſcourſe together apart, re- 
tired to one End of the Room, as ſoon as 
they had paid their Compliments to the Che- 
valier, and leſt the Counteſs alone at his Bed- 
fide. The Chevalier, at the Sight of her, 
whom he loved with ſuch Ardency, forgot 
his Wounds and his Pain; he attempted 
to raiſe himſelf in his Bed, that he might, 
in a leſs unbecoming Poſture, thank her for 
the Honour ſhe did him, Madam de Berci 
perceiving his Intention, made a Motion 
with her Hand to hinder him. The happy 
Chevalier immediately ſeized that charming 
Hand, and the Counteſs not having Reſolu- 
tion enough to withdraw it at firſt, he printed 
an ardent Kiſs upon it, but again offering 
to preſs it to his Lips, ſhe drew it back 
with Precipitation, though with no Marks 
of Anger; and this mute Converſation gave 
place to Acknowledgements on the Part of 
the Chevalier, and Proteſtations of eternal 
Gratitude and Reſpect for her unmerited 
| Goodneſs; but all uttered with ſuch appa- 
rent Diſorder, and in Language ſo. uncon- 
nected, as perſuaded the Countefs' of the 
Fervour of his Love, better than the moſt 
eloquent Diſcourſe could have done. She 
aſſured him, on her Side, that ſhe had been 

| really 
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really afſlicted at the Misfortune which had 


happened to him ; ſhe intreated him to take 


Care of himſelf, and not retard his Cure by 
any Impaticnce, or Anxiety ; ſhe faid a thou- 
ſand obliging Things to him, and although 
ſhe was a little offended at the Freedom he 
had uſed in taking her Hand lo unexpectediy, 
yet ſhe would not, in the weak Condition he 
was in, diſcover any Retentment towards 
him, but ſecretly reſolved to avoid, as much 
as poſſible, all Opportunities of being alone 
with him, leſt a leſs pardonable Liherty 
ſhould ' eſcape him: And fearing he would 
endanger his Health, by ſpeaking too much, 
if ſhe protracted her Vititany longer, ſhe tote 
from her Chair, and Mademoiſelle de Haut- 
marlin, and her Lover, approaching, fic took 
Leave of him, promiſing to fre him foun 
again. She kept her Word, and vitited him 
frequently, but took Care to be as icl{om as 
poſlible left alone at his Bedſide; her Prelence 
advanced his Cure more than all the Surgeons 
Endcavours, he felt no Pain when he ſaw 
her, -and even the Torments of his Mind 
were ſuſpended while ſhe was with him; he 
found ſo much Sweetneis in that joſt and 
obliging Solicitude ſhe expteſſed for his Re- 
cavery, that he began to dread leit his Wound: 
ſhould be curcd too ſoon. 


Would to Heaven, Madam, ſaid be to 
her, one Day, when ſhe aſked him how he 
was, that I might continue ſtill for Years 
in this Condition, the higheſt Health has 
G 5 net 
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not half ſo many Charms for me as theſe 
* Wounds, ſince they procure me the Bleſſing 
of ſeeing you, and of being aſſured that you 
take ſome Intereſt in my Health“. 


Although he ſpoke theſe Words very low, 
ſo that they could only be heard by the Coun- 
teſs, the reſt of the Company, who came with 
her to viſit, ſtanding at fome Diſtance in 
Diſcourſe, yet ſhe bluſhed, and was in great 
Confuſion. * You make an ill Uſe of my 


Condeſcenſion, ſaid ſhe ſoftly in Anſwer, 


and you will force me to forbear my Viſits, 
© unleſs you treat me with more Reſpect. 
Theſe Words were ſevere enough to have 

iven the Chevalier great Pain, for nothing 
is fo timid as a true Lover; but a Smile, 
which immediately after beamed over the fair 
Face of Madam de Berci, and a parting Look 
ſhe gave him, which expreſſed more Compaſ- 
fon than Anger, calmed his Fears, and not- 
withſtanding his Wiſhes to the contrary, his 
Cure was ſoon perfected, and he obliged, 
through Decency, to quit the Count of Bera's 
Houle, and remove to his own. 


He now thought himſelf in a frightful So- 
litude, Abſence increaſed his Deſpair, with- 


out diminiſhing his Love; he had been fo 


uſed to the Sight of the charming Counteſs, 
every Day, that he could not live without it. 
When the Hour approached, in which ſhe 
and her Friends uſed to viſit him, he felt 
more ſenſibly, the Want of that charming 


Pre- 
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Preſence, which while enjoyed, annihilated 
his Torments. He for Relief in Com- 
pany and Amuſements, but in Crouds he was 
alone, and in the midſt of Pleaſures abſorb- 
ed in Melancholy.--- Love purſued him every 
where, but a Love without Hope ; and Rea- 
ſon, which he ſometimes called to his Aid, 
when it repreſented to him that his Purſuit 
was fruitleſs, increaſed his Deſpair, but left 
his Paſſion more violent than before. 


Nor was the Counteſs without her Inquie- 
tudes; Her Tenderneſs for the Chevalier, 
though innocent, was a ual Reproach 
to her in her own Mind; Reafon and Du- 
ty dictated to her, that ſhe ought to combat 
uch Thoughts, as ſeemed to incroach upon 

the Love ſhe owed her Huſband ; while, og 
the other hand, the Services ſhe had re- 
ceived from the Chevalier demanded her 
Gratitude, His unhappy Love excited her 
Compaſſion, and his Merit forced her Eſteem; 
fain would ſhe have perſuaded herſelf, that 
the Sentiments ſhe had for him were au- 
thoriſed by the Obligations he had conferred 
on her whole Family: but her Heart was 
pure, and the Voice of Reaſon, though not 
heard amidſt the Tumult of unreftrained and 
lawleſs Paſſions, yet is readily liſtened to by 
doubting Virtue, Hence it followed, that 
the Counteſs eſcaped all thoſe Snares which 
the deluding Sophiftry of Love laid for her, 
And although ſhe could not vanquiſh her Ten- 

derheſs for the Chevalier, yet looking upon 
3 uf it 
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i: as a Crime, ſhe lived in continual War 
with herſelf, and kept her Will in Subjec- 
tion, if ſhe could not her Thoughts. The 
Converſation of Mademoiſelle de Hontmar- 
tin, as it was tender and ſenſible, and her 
Heart ſincere, was all the Comfort Madam 
de Bera had; but this Lady was likewiſe 


fac from being happy. 


The Marquis de Saint-Sauveur, and Mon- 
heur de Mor igny, ſtill continued their Ad- 
dreſles to her ; their Jealouſy, notwithſtan:'- 
ing their Endeavours to conceal it, as well 
trom her as from each other, broke out in 
all their Looks and Actions. She dreaded 
the Effects of it; ſhe loved the Marquis, and 
ſhe felt nothing but Indifference for Monſieur 
de Marigny, nevertheleſs ſhe was obliged to 
conceal her real Sentiments, and treat them 
with cqual Reſerve. | 


It is extremely difficult to act always in 
Oppoſition to our Inclinations : and — 
naturally ſincere and art'eſs, all Diſſimulation 
is painful. Mademoiſelle de Montmartin ſuf- 
fered great Uncafineſs from the continual 
Reſtraint ſhe laid upon herſelf, but ſhe trem- 
bled, leſt ſhe ſhould be the Cauſe of a ſecond 
Rupture between theſe friendly Rivals. They 
haunted her perpetually, they vifited ber to- 
gether, they followed ber to all public Places; 

and if, to get rid of the Importunity of Mon- 
ſieur de — ſhe ſometimes reſuſed to 
ſee hin, it was nece ſſarꝝ likewiſe, that ſhe 
ms Wo ſhould 
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ſhould deprive her ſelf of the Pleaſure of ſce- 
ing ber beloved Marquis, whoſe Deſtiny, by 
the peculiar Unhappineſs of her Situation, 
was not more fortunate than that of his Rival. 
It is true, ſhe might have freed herſelf from 
ſo cruel a I yranny, by declaring at once her 
Choice ; but terrified at what had lately hap- 
pened, ſhe trembled left the Rivals ſhould 
again diſpute the Poſſeſſion of her, with their 
Swords, and the Loſs of her beloved Marquis 
would then be unavoidable ; for if he did not 
periſh by his Rival's Hand, he could not a 
ſecond time hope for a Pardon: She te ſolved, 
therefore, to ſee neither of them, till Time 
had produced ſome Alteration in their 
Minds; and Abſence from the Marquis ſeem- 
ed le's painful to endure, than the cruel Alter- 
native of treating both with equal Indifferencr, 
where one was ſo greatly preferred. 


Having taken her Reſolution, ſhe told 
them, when they came as uſual to viſit her, 
that, for very important Reaſons, which ſhe 
could not, at that Time, explain to them, 
ſhe muſt deſire they would forbear their 


Vis. 


The Lovers, thunder-ftruck at fo ſevere a 
| Decree, gazed on her ſome Moments in Si- 
lence. Ihe Marquis, at length, recoverin 

from his firſt Conſternation, began to ex E 

tulate with her upon the Cruelty of her Pro- 
ceeding. Mademoiſelle de Mentmartin was 
greatly affected, ſcarce could ſhe reſtrain her 
Tears, 
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Tears, and ſome Sighs in ſpite of her made 
their Way as ſhe ſpoke to her Lover, to 
whom ſhe confirmed, tho' with a faltering 
Voice, his Sentence. Her Emotion did not 
eſcape his Obſervation, it gave Riſe to vari- 
ous Reflexions in his Mind, he turned from 
her and went to a Window, where he ſtood 
ruminating upon what had paſſed. 


In the mean Time Monſieur de Morigny, 
who had been fo ſhocked with her cruel Pro- 
hibition, that he had not been able to attend 
to what ſhe ſaid to his Rival, began to urge 
her with the moſt vehement Intreaties to 
change her Reſolution. Mademoiſelle de Mont- 
martin found no Reluctance in herſelf to deny 
him, ſhe aſſured him with great Steadineſs, 
that ſhe had taken it upon mature Delibera- 
tion, and that nothing he could fay, would 
have Power to alter it. The Marquis 2 
proaching her as ſhe pronounced theſe W ords, 
told her that he would give her a convincing 
Proof of his Paſſion, by paying an implicit 
Obedience to her Commands. He bowed 
low as he finiſhed theſe Words, which Mon- 
ſieur de Meorigny looking upon as the Signal 
for going away, only conjured her not to 
make the Time of their Baniſhment too long, 
ſince it would be difficult for them to obey 
her and live, and then taking a reſpectful 
Leave, he followed the Marquis de Saint- 
Sawveur, and they both went out of the Houſe 
together, | | 


The 


ond the Counteſs of Bi. 138 


The Chevalier des Ears ſaw them, and 
perceiving an unuſual Diſcompoſure on their 
_ Ceuntenances, aſked them the Reaſon of it. 
They acquainted him with what had 
ed, and intreated him to adviſe them bow 
to act in ſuch a perplexing Situation. 


The Chevalier very frankly told them, it 
was their Part to obey : he repreſented to 
them, that the Extremities to which their 
Jealouſy had formerly carried them, was 
without Doubt the Cauſe which had induced 
| Mademoiſelle de Montmartin to baniſh them 
from her Preſence ; and that it was that very 
Jealouſy, the Eſtects of which fhe dreaded 
now, which had made them commit a Fault, 
that to repeat, would render them wholly in- 
excuſable; and at the ſame Time that it de- 
prived them of the Eſteem of their Miſtreſs, 
would infallibly draw upon them the Anger 
of their Prince, who would not be again 
prevailed upon to pardon them, He added, 
that if they truly loved Mademoiſelle de Ant- 
martin, they would leave her to the Freedom 
of making her Choice, and not expoſe her 
to the Hatred of the Public, by making her 
the Subject of new Quarrels and more Blood- 
ſhed : and laſtly he conjured them to remem- 
ber their old Friendſhip, which they had fo 
lately renewed with mutual Oaths, and not 
to reſign themſelves to the wild Rage of Jea- 
louſy, which had already produced ſuch dread- 


They 
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They both aſſured him, that although they 

could not renounce their Love for Mademoj- 
ſelle de Montmartin, yet they would obey her 
Orders whatever it coſt them. The Cheya- 
lier then obliging them to promiſe that neither 
of them would take any Meaſures to produce 
an Alteration in the Mind cf Mademoiſelle 
de Montmartin, without acquainting each 
other, they parted with a full Reſolution to 
keep their Word. | 


Accordingly for ſome Daye, they religiouſly 
obſerved the Promiſe by which they had bound 
themſelves. They were equally afraid of vi- 
fending their, Miſtreſs, and of giving each 
other any Occaſion of Diſguſt. They flat- 
tered themſclves that in the variety of Amuſe- 
ments Which are to be found in Paris, they 
ſhould mect with ſome Alcviation of their 
Grief, But the Diſſipation in which. they 
lived, could not baniſh the Idea of Mademoi- 
ſelle de Montmartin from their Thoughts; 
all Objects became difagreeable, but chat 
which they were forbidderf to behold, and 
which was nevertheleſs always preſent to their 


Imaginations. 


Monſieur de Merigny, leſs politic or more 
impatient than the Marquis de Saint-Sauveur, 
was the firſt who reſolved to get rid of this 
to1menting Reſtraint, He hired an Apart- 
ment oppoſite to the Houſe where Mademoi- 
ſelle de Mentmartin lived, believing it would 


be ſoine Relief to him, to be in a Place where 
| | he 
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he might ſometimes bchold her at a Window, 
or ſee her get in and out of her Coach. He 
did not reflect upon the Conſequences of this 
_ raſh Step, and falſcly imagined that there was 
nothing in it conuaty to the Obedience he 
had vowed to pay to the Orders of his Miſ- 
1102 not to the Promiſc he had made to his 
ival. | 


The Marquis de Saint-Sauveur, who had 
placed Spies upon Monſieur de Morigny which 
ave him an exact Information of lis Con- 
duct, ſoon learned by one of them, that his 
Rival was never to be found in his own Houſe, 
nor ſeen in any Place of public Diverſion, but 
ſpent all his Hours in an Apattment oppoſite 
to the Houſe of the Lady they both loved, 
which he had hired for the Conveniency of 
ſecing her. The Marquis eafily ſaw that 
Monſicur de Morigny had no Intention to for- 
get her, and thinking himſelf diſpenſed with, 
from keeping his Word with a Man who had 
firſt broke thi« ugh his Engagements, he te- 
ſolved to derive fume Advantages from this 
Breach of Faith in his Rival, and endeavour 
to prevail upon Mademoiſelle de Montmartin 
to repeal his Baniſhment. Being informed 
the next Day, that Mademoiſcile de Mont 
martin was gone to the Thuilleries with ano» 
ther Lady, he ordered his Coach in an In- 
ſtant and drove thither, determined to com- 
plain to her of Monſieur de Morigny's ungene- 
rous Behaviour, and intreat her to do him 
Juſtice, He found it was the Counteſs of 
Zerci 
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Berci his Siſter who was with her: which 
gave him more Courage to approach ber, aftcr 
having paid bis Compliments to her with 
great Reſpect, he intreated her not to con- 
demn him till ſhe had heard him. He told 
her it was true that by coming into her Pre- 
ſence, contrary to her expreſs Prohibition, 
he appeared a Rebel to her Orders, but he 
had ſuch Reaſons to urge in his Excuſe, as 
would, he hoped, juſtify him in her Opinion. 
He then informed her of what Monheur de 
Morigny had done, he repreſented to her, 
that it was not juſt his Rival ſnould every 
Hour enjoy the Pleaſure of ſeeing her, while 
he languiſhed in a cruel Baniſhment. He 
hinted, that if ſhe did not admit the Juſtice of 
his Plea, he ſhould have Room to ſuſpeR 
that Monſieur de Morigny was more favoured 
than himſelf; and perceiving that this Inſinua- 
tion gave her ſome Emotion, he purſued it 
with ſuch Art, and painted the 'Formeants he 
endured, during the Abſence ſhe had con- 
demned him to, in Colours fo lively, that 
Mademoiſelle de Montmartin was moved, ſhe 
looked upon Monſieur de Morigny's Behavi- 
our as an Inſtance of Diſreſpect to her, and 
as 2 Breach of Honour to his Friend. She. 
thought herſelf affronted by his taking an 
Apartment ſo near her, and as one is eaſil 
perſuaded of the Guilt of thoſe whom one dif- 
likes, Monſieur de Aforigny's Conduct, how - 
ever. innocent in itſelf, to her prejudiced 
Mind appeared a Crime worthy of her ut- 
moſt Rigor, Nothing could have happened 
105 more 
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more agreable to her Inclinations, ſhe loved 
the Marquis de Saint Sauveur, and wanted a 
ſpecious Pretence for recalling him. She had 
now found ſuch an Occaſion as ſhe had wiſh- 


ed for,' the abſent Lover was treated as a 


preſumptuous Man who had diſobeyed her Or- 
ders, and was therefore condemned- to per- 
petual Baniſhment, while the happy Marquis 
was liſtened to favourably, his. Complaints 
acknowledged to be juſt, and the Means he 
purſued to procure Satisfaction lawful. It is not 
difficult to find Favour with a partial Judge. 
The Marquis de Saint - Sauucur ſoon gained big 
Cauſe before this Tribunal, at the Expence 
of the unfortunate de Mor igny. 


The Counteſs of Berci joined in her Bro- 
ther's Requeſt, that he might be permitted to 
fee her. Mademoiſelle de Montmartin at laſt 
conſented to receive his Viſits, but with great 
Caution; ſhe flattered herſelf that their Meet- 
ings might be carried on fo privately, that 
Monſieur de Morięny, notwithſtanding be 
was ſo near a Neighbour, might not be in- 
formed of them. It was agreed that the 
Marquis ſhould never come to her Houſe till 

it was Night, ſhe was aſſured that his Paſſion 

was honourable, and having the Sanction of 

his Siſter's Concurrence to theſe private In- 
terviews, they thought there was nothing to 
apprehend on the Score of Scandal, 


Mademoiſelle de Montmartin uſed to re- 
tire early to her Apartment, and when — 
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Servants were in Bed, her Woman, who was 

well paid by the Marquis for her Secreſy, al- 
ways introduced him into the Houſe, where 
he generally ſtaid an Hour or two with his 
Miſtreſs. Fur ſome Time theſe happy Lovers 
continued undiſturbed in the Poſſeſſion of 
that Liberty, they had ſo long wiſhed for, of 
ſeeing and declaring to each other their mutual 
Tenderneſs. But it is a difficult thing to 
deceive a jealous Man long : he is the Argos 
of the Fable, his hundred Eyes are continually 


open, and no Charms are able to cloſe one of 
them for a Moment, 


It happened that the Marquis, coming one 


Morning at three o'Clock out of the Houſe 


of Mademoiſelle de Montmartin, that young 


Lady, that ſhe might have the Pleaſure of 
ſeeing him a Moment longer, looked out of 
the Window after her Lover, who was then 
in the Street, The Moon ſhone bright, and 
the unhappy de Morignuy, who was too much 
in Love to ſleep ſoundly, heating ſome little 
Noiſe in the Street, ran to his Window, aud 
ſoftly opening it, he had the Mortification to 
ſee his Rival taking Leave of his Miſtreſs with 
Expreſſions which ſhewed he was in a Situa- 
tion very diffcrent from his, and to hear Ma- 
demoiſelle de Mantmartin anſwer bim with 


great Tenderneſs. But as if this was not 


enough to torment the unfortunate Aforigny, 
and that nothing ſhould be wanting to com- 
pleat his Deſpair, the Marquis took it into 
his Head to intreat Mademoiſelle de Mont- 


| martin, 
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martin, to throw him ſome Trifle out of the 
Window, that he might have the Pleaſure 
to have ſomething in his Poſſeſſion that Night 


which belonged to her. 


Mademoiſelle de Montmartin refuſed to 
rant this Requeſt at firſt, and turned it into 
Ridicule, but the Marquis preſt her ſo ear- 
neſtly, that at laſt ſhe tofſed him a White 
Handkerchief ſhe had in her Hand ; however 
it was leſs in compliance with what ſhe 


thought a filly Requeſt, than her Deſire to 


et him away, leaſt by ſtaying longer in the 
| — ſome unlucky Chance might diſcover 
him to his Rival, The Marquis catched the 
Handkerchief ſhe threw him, and kiſſing it, 
made a profound Bow to his Miſtreſs, wiſh- 
ing her as happy as he ſhould be that Night 
with ſuch a Favour in his Poſſeſſion, and 


then departed, 


Monſieur de Morigny heard and ſaw all that 
paſt. Rage and Deſpair had almoſt deprived 
him of his Senſes, he was ſeveral Limes upon 
the Point to ruſh out upon his happy Rival, 
and ſacrifice him to his juſt Revenge, before 
the Eyes of his Miſtreſs, and by one laſt 
Combat decide the Fate of his Life and 
Love. But he was withhe!d, almoſt in Spite 
of himſelf, by his eager Deſire to fee and 
hear all ; but when he ſaw the Marquis go 
away, he curſed his Imprudence and his Folly, 


for ſuffering him to eſcape without 28 : 


ſevere Revenge upon him, for the ww 
3 | ad 


Y - -- Who 2 
* 6 7 . 
thy . Wee ” "IN VSS 0 „ . n 
«| "OP . nn 7 N* oF * 8 oy n * = © A- right St 
. ˙ . ̃ — - agie/rg I ge. 


4 s 4 
, " ak ** a — * nn e * _—_— a 
. n —— GT — IG K 
1 99 3 * R % a > d 1 5 
. * 3 f «> ( . es 8 . 44/48 3 * — 8 * * me o 1 r v. N 2 £ ww — 
"oy 4 „ * We "OG" 4. F ” ? oe N 8 a A __ * ys — a . " N. i * "ati % — \ 2 4 — * * wy f —_— 


oy vel 0 . La oof N as 
r — 
- = ET — 424 „ = 


142 The Hiſtory of the Chev. des Eſſars 

had done him. He then comforted himſelf 
with the Thought of demanding Satisfaction 
of his falſe Friend the next Day, and threw 
himſelf upon his Bed, full of the hoped for 
Vengeance. But when this firſt Fury gave 
way to calmer Reflexions, he found that he 
was miſerable, that he had nothing to hope 
for from Mademoiſelle de Afontmertin, and 
that the Marquis de Saint-Sauueur was be- 
loved. Grief now took the Place of Fury, 
and a Thirſt of Vengeance. He could not 
think of lohng Mademoiſelle de Mantmartin 
for ever, without Agonies not to be deſcribed : 
he gave way a while to theſe firſt Tranſports 
of Deſpair, and Death ſeemed to be his only 
Reſource. But the Mind, amidſt the moſt 
violent Pangs of Sorrow, naturally turns it- 


ſelf towards any poſſibility of Relief: he 


began to reflet upon the extreme Indifte- 
rence Mademoiſelle de Montmartin had al- 
ways ſhewn him, he blamed himſelf for en- 
tertaining Hopes unjuſty founded, and con- 
cluded that if he had not blinded himſelf by 
thoſe | intoxicating Expectations, his Paſſion 
would not have gained ſuch Strength. He 
conſidered whether an Attempt to ſubdue it, 
might not ſtill be ſucceſsful, and if the De- 
ſpair to which he was reduced, might not, 
by a proper Exertion of his Reaſon, be pro- 
ductive of his Cure. The firſt Fruit of theſe 
Thoughts was 2 ſalutaty Shame for his own 
Weakneſs, he bluſhed for having given wa 
to Tranſports unworthy of a Man of Se 


and Courage, The Marquis's Behaviour 


ſee med 


end the Counteſs of Baret. 143 


ſeemed now not. quite ſo unjuſtifiable as he 
had at firſt conceived it ta be, ſince he was 
capable of acknowledging to himſelf, thar 
he had deferved ſuch an Adv ſhould be 
taken of him, by breaking his Word to him 
ſalemuly given in Preſence of the Chevalier 
des Efgjars, not to take any Meaſures to fee 
Mademoiſclle de Mant martin. Her Behaviour 
to the Marquis ſhewed that ſhe had always 
loved him, and convinced him that his own 


Addreſſes had been always diſagreeable to her, 


aud that any farther Purſuit would not only 
be fruitleſs, but add to his Rival's s Triumph, 
and his own Diigrace. 28. 


What fignifes my Sighs, ſaid he to him- 
« ſelf, they are deſpiſed, while — Py are 
heard with a tender Sympa 2 while I 

* pals wy Nights in Miſery and Complaints, he 

is bappy in the Sight and Converſation of his 
© Mifireſs, who uſes no Precaution in thoſe 
« Teſtimonies ſhe gives him of her Love. 
© Is it not more conſiſtent with my Ho- 
© nour, and my Quiet, to ſacrifice a Paſſion 
© ſo odious — deſpiſed, to Reaſon and to 
Friendſhip, than proſecute an unjuſt Re- 
venge, and ſolicit a hopeleſs Love? Can I 

© expect to ſnatch her Heart by Violence? 
The Marquis and ſhe are united by the 
© moſt tender Ties; will my Rage, aud my 

Complaints break them? Were it in my 
Power to render them miſerable, ſhould. I 
* be more happy? or rather, W 


5 . 


„n * 
4 * Mr yy * * 0 1 * . RM en On 
n N e 6 "I RAT — = 9 8 1 * ob _— 1x "a. W em 4 1 
2328 a] + 9 y 7 » 8 F "NI" 4 8 - 1 4 e . — 4 . 
1 6 2 » * . a5 2 , 7 Nn bs . mY tes 1 4 92 * 5 a bs gy” 44 * 3 . 5 «8g * 8 b * Ape Maar. "Na 
As oo oy Pe ooo engl Gets res n 1 3 * e * a N "+ - Rd. IS a - 1 WR 
: 2 . 5 thick 5 _ PR * * 1 N 4 Y Bu 4 ? 22 | A p i TY 


„ 1 Th aww 


4 . 


Se 


6 Ker e 00 ents ae 


Monſieur 4 Morigny found Tow nquiliey» 
ſteal upon his Soul, as he purſued eh: Re- 
flexions; his Paſſion loſt 10 Force, in Pro- 
portion as he exerciſed his "Reaſon, and he 
reſolved at length to renounce thofe Hopes opesz 
which had hicherto made up all his Happineſs, 
and conquer that Paſſion which was always 
his Misfortune, and would now Unger fuck. 
. ”y En, eee RT 
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A Change lo ſudden, although noe Heqvebe, 
is nevertheleſs not impoſſible, 'and* wo91d' be 
oftener effected, if the ſtill Voice of Reafon 
be liſtened to: the baſe Subjection we live in 
to our own Deſires, is the Effect of our 
Puſillanimity. We need only to fight to be 


acquainted, with our Strength; if Love ſo 


often engages us with Sicctfs, it is becduſe 
we find him Arms againſt ourſelves; ang e is 
ſtrong only in our Weakneſs. Toe Wh | 
Enemy whom it is no Diſgtace to muß; 
againſt him Flight is Victory: his firſt Ap- 


proaches are always dangerous, Diſtance only 


can ſecure our Safety, and make our Imumpn 


e, mth ** 68 
8 3 10 1141 was „ 


 Motifieur de Mirigny was convinced of this N 
Truth, he took Cate not to expoſe 'Nithfelf 
again to the Danger of ſeeing Mademoôiſelſe 


de Montmartin, he knew his own Weaknels 


ahd her Power. He was perſuaded that all 
* the 


ond the Counteſs of Berea. 145 


the wiſe Reſolutions he had taken would 
_ vaniſh in her Preſence. He therefore returned 
to his own Houſe, and avoided Company and 
public Places as much as poſlible, that he might 
have noOpportunity of ſecing or hearing of that 
fatal Beauty, whom it was now his Buſineſs 
to forget. Monſicur de Aforigny had always 
a 2 Turn ; Diſappointments in worldly 
Affairs have often contributed greatly to- 
wards making a devout Chriſt an; he applied 
himſelf to religious Books for Confolation. in 
his Misfortunes. In this Study he found not 
only what he ſought, Reſignation and Peace, 
but alſo inſpired him with a Zeal tuitable 
to his Years and Condition, an active Zcal 
which laid the Foundation of a Deugn, to 
which the brighteſt Actions of his Life were 
owing. He reſolved to conſecrate his future 
Days to the Service of Religion, by fighting 
againſt its moſt redoutable Enemy, who by 
his own Strength and the vaſt Extent of Do- 
minion which he had ufurped, was ſtill lefs 
dreadful to Chriſtendom, than by the Diſ- 
union and different Intereſts of Chriſtian 
Princes. The barbarous Othoman inſeſted at 
that Time the Seas by his Pirates, the moſt 
inhuman Outrages were every Day commit- 
ted by them with impunity, the Cities of 
Algiers and Tunis were filled with the un- 
happy Victims of their Cruelty and Rapine, 
who groaned in Chains and languithed out 
their Lives in the utmoſt Miſery. 


r H Mon- 
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146 The. Hiſtory of the Chev. aes Ear, 
Io ſicur de Moriguy felt a generous Com- 
paſh6n for theſe unhappy Sufterers, he was 
rows of aſſociating himſelf with thoſe brave 
and pious Knights, who bound themſelves by 
folemn Vows to conſecrate their Labours to 
the Service of Religion, and who ſwore upon 
the Altar an eternal Hatred to the Infidels, 
and to maintain a continual War againſt 
them. The Order of the Religious of Saint 
John of N was then a N fruit; 
tul in great Men, and valiant Warriors. An 
End ſo noble, and a Vocation ſo eminent, 
were conformable to the martial Inclinations 
of Monſieur de Morigny, his Zeal increaſed 
every Day, and he reſolved not to defer an 
Jonger his Entrance into that Order, which 
was both a 2 and religious one. He 
prepared thereſore for a ſpeedy Departure for 
Malta, in order to take the Croſs; and hav- 
ing ſettled his Affairs, he reſerved only a ſmall 
Penſion for himſelf, deſtining all the reſt of 
his Eſtate, which was very large, to the Re- 
demption of Chriſtian Slaves, as the nobleſt 
Uſe he could make of his Riches. 1271 


When all was finiſhed, he ſent Invitations 
to his Friends, to require they would meet at 
his Houſe : he then, in few Words, acquain- 
ted them with his Deſign, which he was read 
to put into Execution immediately, and 4 
AP himſelf particularly to the Marquis de 
Saint-Sauvenr, . 


117 I cen- 


by 
» Ss 


"and the Counteſs of Brrei. | 


I render Thanks to Heave en, ſaid he, for/ 
< having conducted me ſafely to, a bappy- 
Port, from whence I may contemplate jc, 
« curely the Shipwrecks of Love. May you, 

« my dear Marquis, be happy with "Madt- 
molſe lle de Whiltmartin, I no longer envy” 

your good Fortune, bs are more worthy , 
© of her than I am, I have now ceaſed to 
© be your Riyal, but ſhall always be your 
wi Friend. 3 | 


"This Speech great . mojed the Marg uis 
d. r 20 t Chevalier des ere 
they made ſome Efforts to retain him in Faris, 

to prevail upon him to quit a Reſolution 
whi ch key attributed to Deſpai patr, but he ſteadli- 
ly reſiſted all their Intreatics, and having ten- 
A them, he took Leave of cher, 


and after a . Voy 785 arrived ſaſely 
at Malta. pr is Catavanes, for 


ſo they call 0 ert Sea xpeditions of the 
new Knights of Malta, in which he gave to 
the new Order he had embraced, and to all 
Chriſtendom, ſeveral] glocious Tellimonics of 
his Zeal and of his Valour againſt the come 
mori Encmy, 


Mademioifelle de Montmarti in could not hear 
of his Departure without being moved, and 
gave ſome Tears to the Mem mory of a Man, 
who by her Rigour had been forced to em- 


dee a Life ſo dangerous and auſtere. No- 
of Ge, M ſeemed to oppoſe the gõod Fortune 


Marquis de Saint-Sauvcur, he had 
H 2 wholly 
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148 The Hitory of theGhev. des Efſars 
wholly. reſigned himſelf to the maſt flattering 
Hopes, when that young Lady, by a Conduct 
as Capricious as it was cruel, foghid. him all 
* a ſudden to viſit her. | | 


The Marquis in the utmoſt Uneaſineſs and 
Surpriſe at ſuch an unexpected Stroke, uſed: 
every Argument that Love could ſuggeſt, to 
prevail upon her to revoke ſo unjuſt — crucl 
a Cammand, but all was in vain, he was 
forced to ſubmit, And ſuch was his Sub- 
miſſion to her Will, that although in bis 
Heart he could not but condemn the. fair 
Tyrant for her unreaſonable Conduct, yet 
he did not complain nor make any Attempts 
to break a Chain which ſhe was reſolved to 


render ſo heavy. 


* Time the Chevalier des Eſari baing 
ectly recovered of his Wounds, made fre- 
7 iſits to the Count of Berci, till fancy- 
ing that the Sight of bis lovely Miſtreſs woold - 
alleviate his Pains, while in reality that Sight 
only ſtrengthened his Diſeaſe: when Chance 
afforded him an Opportunity of ſpeaking, to 
her in private, the Violence of his Paſgon © 
would ſometimes force him to make Com- 
plaints of her Rigor, and his Po — a 
neſs; but theſe. Complaints always drew up- 
on him ſeyere Reproaches from eue : 
whoſe only Conſolation it was, amidſt -the 
* — in which ſhe was . that 
religiouſly adhered «> the FINE owel 
nn Ain 48802 "Are 
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act 145 
l ſhe would Tas the moſt 


in the World, when you ac 
«. — + me'of Ingratitude and Craelty' ? How 
© can I liſten to you without being cruel to 
* myſelf, and without being ungrateful and 
Abele to u Huſband who loves me with the, 
*tendereſt Affection? Ab, Monſteur, 
„dose all the Glory of the great Bene T 
© have received from you, by bo piers, 2 
Reward, which my Duty forbids me to 
3 If you have ſaved the Lives of my 
her,, my Huſhand, and my Brother, 's 
wit juft that 1 ſhould load them with Infamy, 
© 'and: diſhonour myſelf, in Return for = 
Obligations? Do not imag ne that all 
Services can make me think myſelf 2 
« rifſed to grant you Favours, inconſiſtent with 
* the Fidelity I owe my Lord. Alas ! my 
on Conſcience condemns me, for having 
« -heard the Declarations' you have made me, 
* but'much more for being too ſenfible of your 
_ © Misfortune in loving me. Hope not in 
« $pite of this "Confeſhon of my Weakneſs 
* to' triumph over me: my Virtue and my 
Duty will al furniſh me with Arms 
© ga ake then a rous Effort 
g « yourſelf, and reſtrain your Paſſion within 
| * tachBounds, that you may not for the ſu- 
F ture indulge a Wiſh, Which may alarm my 
a © Virtue, and make me” bluſh for 2 own * _ 
0 e if not ſor my Gul, 0 


The Chevalier could net hel p acknowledg- 
ing the Reaſonableneſs of her Arguments, 4 
NA * H 3 theſe 


21 
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theſe Sonyerſapons. always ended by Repen- 
tince on his Side, and new Aſſurances of 
never offending | her with ſuch en 
eser for the future, "WP 


© But he did not long enjoy the Happineſs of 

Keie his Miſtreſs, and declaring to her the 
| cel of his Paſhon ; new Misfortunes tore 
him Toon after from the Preſence of her who 
was fo dear to him, and then it was that a 
fatal Experience ſhewed him that a hopelcſs 
Abſence was a Torment greater than any hs 
had yet felt. F 


In effect whatever Precautions. os Friends 
uſed to prevent his entertaining any Suſpici- 
ons pf the Per ſon who had attempted to get 
him aſſaſſinated, he was. at length raught 
fo his Knowledge, and at a Time w 


had lo all Remembrance of the Injury as 


well as tl the Deſire of Revenge... 


One of thoſe buſy Syco bapts, who ſwarm 
in Courts, me ting. the —— one. U, 
told him with great Appearance of Frieng — 
ſhip, and Regard for his _ that. A 
Public were aſtoniſhed at the Patience with 
which he bore the Inju y offered him 7 the 
Count of Polan, for io ba £4 t — 8 
Favotite, Who was indeed t utha 


that detehtah ble ttempt to : Aar le be. 
valier des ENF He added, that although 


he did not 
take 


; olity and Gr | Qreatng 


he was 9 15 al e 1 5 Gene- 


7 


x 
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tike a Revenge ſuitable to the Wrong that 


had been done him, yet that the Court judged 
"otherwiſe, and attributed the extreme Indi- 


ference he ſhewed in an Affair which ſo near- 


| -; concerned his Honour, to his Fear of of- 
c 


nding the King, whoſe Fondneſs for the 
Count was well known : but that no Cunh- 
deration whatever ought to oblige him to pals 
over oy ſuch a glaring Injury, and that it 
was neceſſary he ſhould take ſome Reſolution 
immediately to filence Reports ſo injurious to 


his Reputation. 


The Chevalier des Ears, who at firſt 
could not comprehend what the Man meant 
by talking to him of the Count of Polar, 
and the Revenge it was expected he ſhould 
take of him, made him repeat what he had 
faid. The buſy Courtier then gave him a 
long Account of all what had paſſed ; He 
exaggerated many Circumſtances, and added 
many more; and finally aſſured him, that 


it was the Count of Polan who had em- 


—— Aſſaſſins to murder him, in Revenge 


for having defeated him in the Tourna- 
ment. 


The Chevalier had Wiſdom and Diſcre- 
tion, he was not willing to be precipitated 
into an Affair of ſuch Conſequence, and 
was reſolved, before he proceeded any far- 


ther, to examine into it more carefully, He 


went immediately to the Houſe of Monſicut 
4 Berci, and, taking him aſide, reproached 
E „ him 
- 
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2 The Hiffery of the Chen; des E ſar: 
bim for his Secreſy and | Reſerve, which 
had had Conſequences that could not but be 
prejudicial to his Character; he then recount- 
ed to him all that he had juſt heard, and 
conjured him earneſtly to tell him all be 
knew," without Diſguiſe,” or Palliation, 
e HOI Df oY j511ie) | addy 5104 4 
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The Count of Bercs was thrown into grea? 
Perplexity by this Demand, he endeavoured 


to remove his Suſpicions of the Count of Pe- 


lan, but he could not deny that the Public 


bad the fame. The Chevalier, perſuaded that 


they were but too weil founded, both by the 
Fl hz. of the Count of Polan's Kinſman, with 
whom he never had any Quartel, and; like- 
wile by the Favoutitc's cool Behaviour to- 
wards him, which argued a ſecret Dilguſt, 
reſolved to he rcvenged; but in the mean 
Time he carefully concealed his Intentions, 
and ſeeming to be quite convinced that the 
nformations he had received, were falſe, the 

ount of Berci thought the Affair entirely 
over, and did not apprehepd any fatal Conſe - 
quence from his Reſentment. But he was 
miſtaken; the Chevalier, under the Appear- 


ance of great Conipoſure, breathed nothing 


but Fury and Revenge. Nevertheless, the 
Reſolution he had taken to challenge the 
Count of Polan, occaſioned ſome dilagree- 
able Reflexions. Whatever Way it was ter- 


minated, he was ſure to loſe the Sight of his 


beloved Counteſs, and draw upon himſelf the 
Anger of his King, who would conſider him 
2 doubly criminal, by tranſgreſſing the Law 


Gama Eds 5 
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pardoned, and by outraging him in the 
ſon of a Man whom he y eſteemed; but 
the Chevalicr, eager for Revenge, could.nei- 
thet' be inſluenecd by the Voice of Love or 
wrote the following Billet ro the Count of 
Helan, charging. bis Gentleman, whom he 
ſent with it, to deliver it into the Count's 
own Hand. | 


eg? The Chevalier Des Es8ars to the Count 
© of POLAN, 


© If the King, influenced by his great Af- 
fection for you, and his own CR 
has been prevailed upon to acquit you 
his own Thoughts of the baſe Attempt 
which was lately made upon my Life; yet 
my juſt Sufpicions, and thoſe of the Public, 
are not yet effaced. The Flight of your 


a. 


c 


c 
demand Satis faction for the Injury I have 
received from your Emiſſaties. The Per- 
© fon who brings you this, will tell you the 
Place where you are expected alone by 


"© the Chevalicr DES ERvARsS." 


Mop Orders, and leaves me no other 


Fbe Count of Polon was flill in Bed when 
the Chevalier's Gentleman deſired Admit- 
tance to him: he wes told that the Count 
was not up, but he intreated that ke might 
Nye > H 5 | | be 


S- + + 
wr 


Kiafmam it a fuſficient Proof that he ved 


rt to take but to addreſs myſelf to you to 


1 
1 
| 
i 
| 
| 
{ 
N 
| 
! 


wrote this Anſwer : 
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be waked immediately, becauſe be had an 

Affair tp communicate to him of the utmoſt 
uer The Count's Servant, being 


Confequence, 


thus preſſed, informed his Maſter immediate- 


a 


y, who ordered the Gentleman to be admit- 
ted, and teceiving the Billet he N read 
it in his Bed, without betraying the leaſt Emo- 
tion 3 "then defiring the Chevalier's Gentle- 
man to wait a Moment, he took a Pen, and 


© The, Count of Potax, 10 the Chevalier 


* DES ESSARS. 


Tou prevent me in the Demand you 


bave made; and, without entering bere in- 


to any Explanation concerning the Injury 
you complain of, know that I only waited 
for the Re- eſtabliſhment of your Health, to 
« prove if you ate as fortunate with the 
« Sword, as you have been with the Lance. 
« Be in the appuinted Place at the Hour you 
mention, and depend upon ſeting imme. 
« Giately, with an Ardor equal to your own, 


© the Count of Por AN.“ 


The Chevalier's Gentleman having deli- 
vered this Anſwer to his Mafter, who felt a 
new Acceſſion to his Fury, he mounted his 
Horſe, and, attended only by his Gentle- 
man, rode inſtantly to the Back of le Bois de 
Boulagne, where he had ſoon the Satisſaction 
to ſee his Adverſary arrive, followed only by 

Fx 4 


2d the Counteſs of Berri. 155 
his Gentleman likewiſe, They both diſmount-, 
ed immediately, the two Gentlemen received, 
their Horſes, and were Spectators of a long 
and obſtinate Combat. The Count and the 
Chevalier ſtript themſelves to their Shirts, as 
was the Cuſtom at that Time, and with a 
gloomy Silence, and Eyes ſparkling with Fury, 


ruſhed upon each other; for above a Quarter, 
of an Hour they fought with equal Ardor, and 


equal Succeſs, The Chevalier des E, by 
ſo long a Reſiſtance, found that he had to do 
with one of the moſt valiant Men in the 
World; he had never before met with an 
Enemy worthy of his Courage and Strength. 
Fortune, alwzys favourable to him, would 
not abandon him on an Occaſion fo prefling, 
the Count ſtumbling over a Stone that lay in 
his Way, was put into ſome Diſorder, the 


Chevalier clofing with him, inſtantly gave 


him a mortal Wound, he fell to the Eaith, 
and a few Moments afterwards, expircd ia the 
Arms of his Gentleman. 


The Chevalier des E furs mounted his Horſe 


the Moment he faw his Antagoniſt fall, and 


rode to Paris with the utmoſt Haſte, that he 
might get thcre before the Count's Death 
could be known, He alighted at his own 
Houſe, and after he had taken what Money 
he thought he ſhould have Occaſion for, he 
went immediately to that of the Count of 
Berci; he related to him in brief what had 
happened, and his Deſign of retiring imme- 
digtely into Flanders, The Count of Berci 

: oppoſed 
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12 this Scheme, and adviſed. him to ge 
"Tm iately to an Eſtate which he had in the 
Heart Se, where it was not probable he 
would be ſearched for, he aſluted him he 
might remain there in Security, till the King, 
informed of the Juſtice of his Cauſe, and the 
. e of his Reſentment, migbt be 

fevaiſed on to grant him a Pardon. The 

hevalier approving of this Expedient, che 

Count wrote a Letter to the Steward of his 
Caſtle, in Which he commanded him to ac- 
commodate the Chevalier in the beſt manner 
he could, and charged him, upon Pain of 
Iofing his place, not to diſcover to any one 
that 1c was Concealed there, 


Thi cer embraced his dear Count 
with the utmoſt Tenderneſs, and thanked 
him for his friendly Solicitude for his Safety ; 
he left in his Hands a Copy of his Letter 15 
the Count of Polan, with that unkappy No- 
bleman's Anſwer to it, that they migbt, if 
neceſſary, be ſhewn to the King. He then re- 
commended to him the Care of his private 
Affairs in Paris, and took Leave of him with 
another ardent Embrace. The Counteſs ad- 
vancing to bid him Farewel, he could only 
by bis E yes, and a heart breaking Sigb, as be 
kiſſed ber Hand, expreſs the Grief he ſelt at 
being thus torn from her. Madam ge Berci 
| ſaw his Emotion, and after ſhe bad, with 2 
faltering Voice, wiſhed him Health and Safe-; 
ty, ſhe retired to her Chamber, to give free 
vent to ber Tears. * 

Mean 


63 
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Mien time the Count of Polai's Gentle» 
man, having diſpatched a Man, who accy- 
dentally paſſed by, to Poris for a Coach, he 
placed the Body of his Lord in it, and carried 
him thither. The whole Court was ſoon in- 
_ formed of the Count's Death, but very few 
Perſons were concerned for it, as it was not 
doubted but he was the Contriver of the 
Chevalier der Efſar's deſigned Aſſaſſination ; 
on the contrary, the brave Revenge which 
the Chevalicr had taken, was highly I hes roved, 
and the more, as he was entitled 
Count's Baſeneſs towards him, to han 2 
tempted bis Liſe, without endangering his 
own. But the King, who had loved the 
Count with great Tenderneſs, and who had 
never entertained the lighteſt Suſpicion of his 
Guile, was cxceſſively entaged againſt the 
Chevalier des Ears; he ordered 6 moſt 'di- 

ent Search to be made for him, and proteſt- 
1 his Life ſhould pay the Forfeit due to his 
Totes Laws. 


Tbe Counteſs of Berci was greatly aflited 
at this Inflexibility of the King's, ſhe fore- 
ſa that the unhappy Chevalier would be 
obliged to undergo a long and perhaps perpe= 
_ tual Baniſhment from his native Country, her 

Compaſſion for the fad Fate of a Man who fo 
well deſerved to be happy, augmented her. 
Fetiderneſs, and her Mind, as if it had a 
Foreboding of her approaching Misſortunes, 
fell ioſenſibly into a Melancholy that made 
= Company and D irkſome ow 

Co 
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Mademoiſelle de Montmartin was the only 
Rerfon ſhe ſaw with Pleaſure, their Friend- 
ſhip continued always tender and fincere, 
notwithſtanding the Counteſs would ſome- 
times 'reproach her with her Rigour to the 
Marquis die Saint-Sauvenr, her Brother, at 4 
'Fime' when nothing . ſeemed to oppoſe his 


was. cre 1, HAN 


; Mudemoiieits de W in Excuſe 
far | herſelf, alledged, that the Noiſe Mon- 
fieur Morigny's Reſolution had made, gave 
Occaſion for very free Diſcourſes upon her 
Conduct, and hed determined her to act in 
the manner ſhe had done by the Marquis ; ſhe 
added, that if her Brother truly loved her, he 
would not be diſcouraged by a Reſerve which 
was but in Appearance cruel, and which, in 
her Situation, was abfolutely neceſſary ; that 
the Marquis could not but be ſenſible of her 
Regard for him, and that his Perſeverance. 
would convince her of the Sincerity and Ar- 


| dor of his Paſſion. 


The Counteſs was foreed to yield to thele 
ſpecious Reaſons; ſhe repeated to her Brother 
what Mademoiſelle de Montmartin had ſaid, 
and confoled him under the Prohibition ſhe 
had laid upon him, by Aſſurances that it 
would not be long before ſhe made him hap- 
py« Theſe two 15 Friends lived from 
that Time in the moſt perfet Union. Al- 


though the Counteſs and ſhe did not mix 


with che great 12 their manner of 
Life 


and the Cnoueſs of Br. roy 
Life had not fewer Charms for them. Reads 
ing, Walking, and ſometimes the Theatres 
agreeably varicd their Amuſements, and in 
theſe they found more true Pleaſure, than in 


brilliant and numerous. Circles, of which they- 


were formed to be very diſt inguiſhing Orna- 
ments. The Count of Berci always made 
one in their Parties, the "T enderneſs which 
the Counteſs his Wife felt for the Chevalier 
des Ears, having nothing criminal in it, it 
did not leſlen the Affection ſhe had ſor the 
Count; the Preſence of a Huſband deſerved- 
iy beloved, always gave her Delight, becauſe 


e had no Cauſe to bluſh for her own Con». 


duct with reſpet to him: but this Calm 


in the Counteſs's Fortunes did not laſt long, 
ſhe was deſtined to prove ſtill greater Miſe - 


ries than that of hopeleſs Love. 


Her Unhappineſs was firſt begun by the 
irregular Conduct of Marianne, her favourite 
Woman, who ſhared all the Secrets of her 
Heart, and who, as has been related before, 


introduced the Chevalier des £//ars into her 
Apartment at Beauplan. This Girl was far 
from imitating the virtuous Examples ſet her 
by her Lady: ſhe conceived a violent Paſſion 
for a young Gentleman, named Yerague, who 


was intimately acquainted with Monſieur de 
Berci, the Count's Brother. The Counteſs, | 
although not naturally ſuſpicious, yet ſoon 
_ diſcovered this miſplaced Love, which could 
not but be productive of Diſhoncur to her 
Woman, ii not tuncly ſuppreſied: but ſhe 


ſaw 


* 
» — r 


ſentment; ſhe had unfortunately confided to 
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faw with Pain; that Io. ſunne was ſo far 
frum endeavouring to conquer her Inclina- 
tions in Favour of 'Monhcur Verague, that 
even at the Pains to conceat them from 
her. „ , it Hit 5 wer? 
14 
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Verague, ſoon atttacted his Notice. She Was 
young and handſome : he purſued his Con- 
queſt, and a regular Intrigue commenced be- 
tween them; the Counteſs often ſurpriſed 


4 o 


them together at very undue Hours. | She 
expoſtulated with her Woman upon the 


Danger to which ſhe expoſed her Virtue, by 
permitting the Addreſſes of one too much her 
ſuperior, to give her Hopes of being his Wife. 
Marianne was ſo far from profiting by the 
rudent Remonſtrances of her Lady, that her 
ficn ſeemed to gather Strength f:om the 
Obſtacles which oppoſed it. She was no 
longer *ſolicitous to conceal her Commerce 
with Verague, from her Lady; the threw aſide 


all Caution, and admitted him into her Cham 


ber, at all Hours, without the leaſt Re- 


The Counteſs was - in great Affliction at 
this ſcandalous Behaviour: ſhe comtented her- 
ſelf at fitſt with reproving ber for it in her 
ufual gentle manner, but the did not- dure to 
exert the Ambority of a Miſtreſs, that has 
nothing to apprehend from a Seivant's Re- 


this 
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this Girl her Affection ſor the Chevalier dev 
Ears, and however irreproachable her Con- 
duct with reſpect to him might be, yet ſhe 
was apptchenſive that if ſhe drove ber to Ex- 
txemify,: ſhe might prejudice her Brother · in- 
law againſt her, whoſe Suſpicious would ſoon 
infect het Lord likewiſe. I he Counteſs's 
Caſe was not abſolutely ſingular, and it ought 
to warn the gentle Sex to be cautious how 

they make Confidents of their Domeſtics ; and 

'to make thoſe who are unhappy, enough to 
have Intrigues, tremble at the Danger to 
which they expoſe themſelves by accepting of 
their Aſſiſtance. NW be 


_ 41arjanne, inſolent upon ber being the De- 
poſitory of ber Lady's Secret, and fancying 
herſelf in full Security, ſoon threw. off the 
Maſque! entirely. Reſerve. and Conſtraint 
ſuited not with that "Caſte of Libertiniſm 
"which ſhe bad imbibed, and ſhe carried 
her Immodeſiy to ſuch Exceſs, that Ve- 
rague was almoſt every Night brought in- 
to her Chamber, when her Lady was re- 
tired into her Apartment, and they ſeldom 
parted till the next Morning. The Couns 
teſs loſt all Patience at ſuch infamous Be- 
havieur, her whole Soul was filled with a 
juſt Indignation, and left no room for pru- 
dential fiderations ; ſhe became all on 
a ſuddeg- intrepid to the laſt Degree, and 
was tefolved, at the Hazard of whatever 
might happen, to turn the vile Marianne 
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out of her Family, and gabe her but three 
oy" to procure another Eftabliſhment. 


But this Girl, full of Grief” for being diſ- 
miſſed on an Occaſion ſo ſhameſul for her, 
for ſhe did not doubt but bet Lady wouk!| 
«diſcloſe her Reaſons for acting in the man- 
ner the did, by her; and ſtill more afflicted 
that ſhe ſhould be deprived of the Oppor- 
tunities the had hitherto enjoyed of ſceing 
her Lover, uſed her utmoſt kndeavours to 
prevent her being obliged to leave her Ser- 
vice; but finding her Lady firmly reſolved 
to diſmiſs her, ſhe inſtantly conceived the 
blackeſt and moſt deteſtable Project that a 
wicked Woman could be capable of. This 
was, to prevent the Effects of the Coun- 
teſfs's Indignation, and accuſe her of Un- 
ne, and Diſloyalty to her Lord. | 


When her Imagination had preſented fer 
with this diabolical Scheme, ſhe endeavour- 
ed to ſtrengthen herſelf in her Reſolution 
to ruin her Lady, and to ſtifle all Remorſe. 
And having ſettled her Plan, ſhe threw 
herſelf in young Berca's Way, and earneſt- 
Iy entreated him to give her à few Mo- 
ments Audience in his own . 


Monſieur de Berci, ſurpriſed at her Re- 
queſt, but more at the ſeeming Emotion 
with which it was made, Gdeficed her to at- 
tend him. immediately. As ſoon as they had 
| entered his Chamber, Marianne burſt into 
Tears : 


> put the Ovatefi . x61 
Tears; he eagerly aſked her the Cauſe of 
her Aſſlaction. She firſt anſwered only 
Sighs, and a feigned Confulon, which ſti- 
mulated bis Curioſity, and made bim re- 
peatedly urge his Requeſt. --+- Ar length, 
with interrupting Sobs, ſhe told him, that 
her Lady had, with the utmoſt Cruelty 
and Iajuſtice, diſmificd het from her Ser- 
vice. 


Monſieur de Lerci finding this was all, 
replied calmly that bis Siſter-in-law would 
not have acted thus without ſome Cauſe, 
that if {he would confeſs her Fault inge- 
puouſly, he would engage to make her 
Peace with her Lady. Mariane ſmiled 
ſcocnſully at that Promiſe, and, ſhaking 
her Head, gave him to underſtand that the 
be. was impoſſible. Monſieur de Berci, 

2 little alarmed, and anxious to know mote, 
gave her his Word, that if ſhe would dif- 
cloſe the Reaſons which had induced her 
Lady to diſmiſs her, he would not only 
keep her Secret faithfully, but uſe his ut- 
moſt Endeavours to ſerve her. 


Tune perfidious and wicked Aſar iam, 


having already ſettled in her Fhoughts what 
ſhe ſhould ſay, began in this Manner: 


+ I 3m extremely concerned, Monſieur, 
© at the Neceflaty I am under to unfold a Myf- 
* tety to you, which will equally furprize 
fflict- 

ed 


and grieve. you; but I am ftil] more 2 


1 
PIR * * * Gt 4 * a * "yg #.. ns... Wes 5 er 


164 The Hyftery.of the Chev. dis 'E [ars 

c ed at ihe Part I have unwillingly acted in 
it, I conjure you to believe, that if I 
« break the Silence I have ſo long held, it 
| 5 only to prove my Penitence and my 
dmiſion, and in ſull Reliance upon the 
ee nyov- have given me, that the 
ecret ſhall never eſcape vou. I have 
2 long tortured with the Stings of my 
© own Conſcience for the Treachery I have 
© been forced to be guiliy of to ny Lord, 
© by ſetviug his Lady in a criminal Paſſion, 
* Which youare not wholly unacquainted with 
* youſelt : but it is Lime that I ſhould te- 
« ſtore Peace, and FT ranvquiiity-to my Mind, 
* ſo long diſtracted with Remorſe, and which 
my Lady, by her imprudent Rave : 

me, has made it neceſlaty I ſhould diſcover 


4 to clear 3 — Innocence. 2 diet 
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« Know — Aae! purſued this 
© Monſter, /\ that the ſame Day which made 
© my. Lady acquaioted with the Paſſon of 
© the Chevalier des Ears for ber, whoſe 
Complaints in the Foreſt of Beauplan you 
© heard as well as ſhe, gave Riſe to a flame i 
© her heait for him; tho Alarm ſome Nights 
after waids in the Caſtle ſuppoſed to be oc- 

cCaſioned by an attempt of ſome Thieves to 
© rod, it, was ,wholly owing to my Lady?s/ 


_ © Imptudence, in admitting the Chevalier pri- 


* vately, into. her Apartment: unhappy that I 
am in the. Recollection, it was I ho in- 
ttoduced him, but I durſt not withſtand her 


1” mad Orders. . . I did all that'a Sen- 


bn 1 
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6. 8 in ſuch a Caſe, I repreſent- 
ed to her reſpectfully the Dangers to which 
„ ſhe cx herſelf, and ſhe had ſoon 
© Reaſon to be convinced that I bad not 
© exaggeratcd them. Ihe Count your Bro- 
„ ther comm unexpectedly into my Lady's 
«Chamber, the Chevalier was obliged to con- 
« ceal binifelt behind the Tapiftry, and it 
as wonderful that he was not ſeen for he 
© had ſcarce a Moment to effect his Eſcape : 
but à ſtill greater danger followed, for. 
© when he left my Lady, cara me'to 
© conduct him down Stairs without any other 
* Light than that of the Moon, whiel ſhone | 
« in through the Windows, leſt n xT | 
© might alarm ſome of the Servants : the 
© vaiier as he deſcended the Stairs 0 A 
© falſe Step, he fell down and his Piſtol 
« went off, the Report of which put the 
* whole Houſe into Conſuſion and Diſmay, 
From that Time the Counteſs and the 
Chevalier have carried on à ſtrict Cor- 
© reſpondence. You may now, | Monſieur, 
< added ſhe, account for that violent Grief 
® diſcovered ſome Time ago, when 
© the Sight ot her Lover, pale, bloody and in 
< Appearance dead, took from her the Power 
of diſſembling. You may now know the 
© Cauſe of that Melancholy in which ſhe 
« is, continually plunged, fince the Cheva- 
< licr's Duel with the Count of Polan, which 
© has forced him to abſent himſeif from her, 
© and; you know likewiſe the Cavſe of ity 
* Diſmiſſion from her ſervice, I am be. 
| © come 


"+ 


o * . 
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© come a troubleſome and importunate In- 
© mate, whoſe Preſence the can no longer 


_ © ſupport, becauſe, taking Advantage of the 


©. Chevalicr's Abſence, 1endeavour to bring 
© her back to her Duty, and becauſe | am tor- 
©. tured with Remorſe for the Part I have 
g * in her Infidelity em Lord. 


The Wretch ended her 5 ech with ano- 
ther Shower of Tears, with dreadful 
Inprecations on hetſelf, if what ſhe had 
related was not ſtrictly true. 


Monlieut de Berci, although he had a high 
Opinion of his Siſter-in-law's Virtue, yet 
could not help being ſtaggered at this 
lation : he knew for a Certainty, that the 
Chevalier des Efſars was in Love with her, 
his own Ears had heard him declare it in the 
Foreſt of Beauplan, and more than once 


his Eyes, in obſerving thoſe of the Cheva- 


lier and Madame de Berci, diſcovered that his 
Siſter-in-law was not inſenſible; yet he could 
not imagine her capable of a Crime ſo hor- ' 
rid, as to diſhonour his Brother in the Man- 
ner the vile Marianne accuſed her of; after 
giving a few Moments to his reflexions on 
what he had heard, he took a reſolution full 
of Prudence and Generoſity. As he would 
not condemn his Siſter- in- law upon the Re- 


ports of her Servant, ſo neither could he hold 
her abſolutely innocent in his own Opinion, 
ſince there were ſome Circumſtances in her 
Co chat bore a doubtful I 

Y 
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He thought it juſt to wait till he had- more 
Certainmty of her Guilt, before he made her 
Infamy publick, ard ſuppoſing that if the 
Lovers were realy guilty, it would not be 
impoſſible for him by the Aſſiſtance of Mari- 
anne to ſurprize them together, as ſoon as 
the Chevalier was again permitted to return 
to Paris, he determined to engage this Girl 
in his Intereſt. But if it happened that the 
| Chevalier ſhould be unable to procure his 
Pardon, and remain in perpetual Baniſhent, 
he judged it beſt to bury all be had heard in 
Oblivion, ſince the honour of his Brother 
would be preſerved by the Chevalier's Ab- 
ſence, and having then nothing to fear from 
his Siſter-in-law's indiſcreet Paſſion, there 
would be no Neceffity to wound the Peace 
of the Count, and introduce Diſorder and In- 
famy into his Family. 


He therefore ſtrictly charged Marianne 
not to impart to any other Perſon in the 
World what ſhe had ſaid to him : he pro- 
miſed to reſtore her to her Lady's Favour 
upon Condition that ſhe would give him a 
faithful Account of her whole Conduct, par- 
ticularly in ny Thing that related to the 
Chevalier des Hart. Marianne joyfully 
ſwore to obey him, and he inſtantly went to 
the Apartment of the Counteſs to perform 
his promiſe : be praiſed the affection and fide- 
lity-of that wicked Girl, he exaggerated her 
Grief for being obliged to quit her Service, 
and begged the Counteſs to take compaſſion 

x on 
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on her, and if her fault was not very great 
to admit her to her uſual attendance upon her 


Perſon. 


Madam de Berci was ſoftened at this Ac- 
count of her Woman's Contrition. She was 
not forty that ſhe had a lawful Excuſe for 
taking ber again; for ſhe had been under 
dreadful Apprebenfions of her Malice: ſhe 
ſent for her into her Apartment, and be- 
fore her Brother, told her, that through his 
Iaterpoſition, ſhe had confented to receive 
her again but as ſoon as Monſieur de Berci ; 
withd:ew, ſhe told her, with a very ſevere 
Air, that ſhe expected to ſee a thorough 
Reformation in her Conduct, and that it was 
upon that Condition alone ſhe reſtored her to 
her former Place. The diſſembling Marianne, 
with tears in her eyes, tbanked her Lady for 
her Goodneſs, and promiſed Amendment, but 
in her Heart ſhe deeply vowed to make her 
pay dear for the Mortifications ſhe had ſuffered. 


The Counteſs of Berci was ſcarce relieved 
from the Anxiety this Affair had given her, 
when ſhe was aſſaulted by new Diſquiet<, 
The Count her Huſband had a Kinſman, who 
having formerly given ſome Diſguſt to the 
Court, had been baniſhed from France af- 
ter he had ſpent ſome Years in travelling 
over all Europe, he reſolved to ſettle in Venice 
for the Remainder of his Life. This City, 
which is one of the moſt' celebrated in all 


Italy, had peculiar Charms for him en Ac- 
bo" count 
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. 
count of the Frerdom that reigned there, His | 
Quality and Merit ſoon procured him the Re- 
pect and Eſteem of the Nobility of that powerful 
N epublic, who, tho' naturally haughty and not 
eaſy 1 of hroch to Faxei yet were folic- 
tous to make bis Reſidence 2 them 

pleaſing to him. , He lived there thirty 
Y ears, and dying ſuddenly i in a very advanced 
Age, the Count of Berci, who was his neareſt 
Relation, ſucceeded to all his vaſt Riches, and 
ay ſoon as he was informed of his Death, 
prepared for a Journey to Venice to * roc | 
lefſion of them, | 


The young Marquis de Saint-Sauveur hay- 
ing a Deſire: to vilit /taly again, where he 
had formerly ſpent ſome Maths with his 
Friend Manſieur de 1Morigny, intreated the 
Count's Leave to accompany him in this 
Voyage. Mademoiſclle de tmartin had 
not yet taken off her Interdiction, and he was 
willing to try if a greater Diſtance from what 
" loved, would not weaken his continual 

ret, at being deprived of her Preſence. 
Berks wes he was not without Hope, that an 
Abſence which no longer depended upon her 

Will to revoke, would pive his capricious 

Miſtreſs berſelf ſome little Anxiety. 


The Count readily agreed to the W 
Propoſal, and thanked him ſor offering ſo 
frankly what he would have ſolicited, had 

he not thought it too great a Favour, | They 
ſet out immediately for — Voyage to Venice, 


Vol. I. where 
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where they arrived happily the Beginning of 
Spring. They ſtaid there a Month, during 
Which Time the Count ſettled all his Affairs; 
and having a fine Seaſon before them, they 
determined to viſit Rome, and ſome other of 
the celebrated Cities in Italy. In theic Return 
they paſſed by Leghorn, where they found 
a Felucca, which was only waiting for a fa- 
vourable Wind to ſet Sail for Marſeilles. The 
Count and the Marquis eager to ſee again the 
dear Objects of their Affection, reſolved to 
embark in this Felucca, as being the moſt 
expeditious Way of returning ; beſides the 
reat Heat of the Weather made travelling 
by Land very diſagreeable ; but they had nv 
ſooner reached the Coaſt of Gena, when 
they had Reaſon to repent of their Deſign : 
they were encountered by 2 Corſair of 
Algiers, whom they feund it impoſſible to 
c{cape trom, | 


The two French Lords, although as brave 
as Men could be, yet plainly ſaw that any 
Reſiſtance they could make, would not pre- 
ſerve their Liberty, but would inevitably ex- 
poſe them to Death, and perhaps to the moſt 
cruel Tortures; the Algerine was manned 
with a great Number of valiant and deſperate 
Turks, who preſented themſelves to the At- 
tack, while they had very few Sailors and 
only ſome Paſſengers aboard, who. were de- 
ſtitute of all manner of Defence; with ſuch 
Inequality it would have been Madnefs to 


fizht: it was reſolved therefore that they 
ſhould 
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ſhould uſe their utmoſt Endeavours to eſcape 
and if they proved unſucceſsful, to ſurrender 
peaceably, that they might not, to no Pur- 


pole, irtitate thoſe who were likely to be 


heit Maſters. 
The Turks, however, having grappled their 


ſmall Veſſel, boarded it with their Cymetars 
in their Hands; they ſtiipt the Paſſepgers and 
the Ciew to their Shirts, and tying them all 
to the Oar, ſct Sail for Africa. As they were 
purſuing their Voyage, full of an inſolent and 


barbarous Joy for the Prize they had taken, 


their Veſſel was driven by a Storm into the 


Gulf of Harcelona, where it was attacked by a 
— Galley, commanded by a Spaniſh 
Enight of the Order. The miſerable Captives 
on board the Algerine, beholding this unhoped- 
for Aſſiſtance, offered up the moſt ardent 
Prayers to Heaven for the Succeſs of their 
Friends. Their Joy and their Hopes were but 
{hoct-lived ; the Wind, which at firſt was fa- 
vourable for the Malteſe Galley, changed fud- 
denly, as it was attempting to grapple that of 
Algiers ; and the Corſair doubting his Strength, 
cadeavoured to eſcape by the Force of row- 
ing, which he effected. 1 


What a dreadful Reverſe of Fortune was 
this for the two French Lords, and the reſt of 
the unhappy Captives ? But the Surpriſe, the 
Grief, which ſeized one of thoſe brave 
Knights ia the Malteſe Galley, when he be- 
held the two noble Slaves, are not to be de- 
F. 4 oY 46# 54 ith ſcribed, 
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ſcribed, The Chevalier de 1origny, for it 
was he himſelf, could ſca:ce believe the Evi- 
dence of his own Eyes, when they diſtin- 
guiſhed the Count of Berci, and the Marquis 


de Saint Sauveur, chained, like a great Num- 


ber of other Wretches, to the Oar. But theſe 
illuſtrious Captives, ſtretching out their Arms 
loaden with Fetters, and calling him by his 


Name, convinced him he was not miſtaken. - 
They had not Time to conjure him to ſave 


them from the Cruelties of their Enemies: 
for at that Inſtant, the Wind ſeconding the 


Efforts of the Rowers to eſcape, the Algerine 


Veſſel was at once carried away from his 


Eyes, and his Vengeance. 


. Monſieur de Morigny was inconſolable at 
this ſad Sight. Notwithſtanding all his Virtue, 
and his Reſignation to Providence, he ſuf- 
fered, with ſome Kind of Impatience and Re- 
pining, the Effects of an Event fo favourable 
to thoſe Barbarians, which deprived him of 
an Opportunity of ſuccouring two Friends 
whom he loved with the tendereſt Aﬀec- 


tion, The more he reflected on this ſtrange 


Adventure, the leſs he was able to compre- 
bend how the Count of Berc and his Brother- 
| in-law ſhould happen to be on Seas ſo diſtant 
from their native Country, and chained to an 
Oar in an Algerine Veſſe). The more he re- 


flected upon this amazing Accident, the more 


his Mind was perplexed. The only Thing 


that now remained for him to do, was to ſend 


Notice to France of the Captivity of his noble 
f Friends: 


RESO ee 
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Friends: he wrote to the Counteſs of Perc, 
and gave her an affecting Relation of the fad 
Spectacle his Eyes had ſeen and wept, her 
noble Huſband and her Brother mingled with 
Slaves, and labouring at an Oar ; he affored 
her, that he would himſelf have made a 
Voyage to Africa, to procure their Deliver- 
ance, but that his Duty obliged him to ctuize 
the Remainder of the Summer upon the Seas : 
he recommended it to her to ſend inttantly 
ſome Perſon, whoſe Prudence and Fidelity 
ſhe could rely upon, to Africa, to treat with 
the Infidels tor the Ranſom of ker Lord and 
her Brother. | 


The Counteſs was ſeized with Horror and 
Diſmay at the Contents of this Letter : ſhe 
ſell faiating into the Arms of her Woman, 
upon reading the firſt Lines, which acquaint» 
ed her with the miſerable Condition of two 


Perſons ſo dear to her; and when the reco- 


vered, it was only to a painful Senſe of ago- 
niling Sorrow: but her Grief, violent as it 
was, did not prevent her from contriving 
iaftant Means for their Reſcue, Her Lord's 
Brother was the Perſon on whom ſhe caſt 
her Eyes to manage their Redemption. 
Monficur de Berci met her Requeſt with a 
Zeal that ſhewed the Creatneſs of his Af- 
fection for his Brother; no Dangers could 
binder him from undertaking the 2 to 
ſerve him; he preſſed for a ſpeedy Depar- 
ture, and the Counteſs, without waiting for 
an Application to her F Ir gave ber Brother- 
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in-law all the ready Money ſhe had, and her 
richeſt Jewels, to make up the Sum for the 
Ranſom of her Huſband and her Brother. 
Monſieur de Berci being thus furniſhed with 
every thing that was neceſſary, took Leave 
of the. aflicted Counteſs, and ſet out for 
Marſcilles, in order to embark there for 
Africa. n 


The Captivity of theſe two illuſtrious | 


Frenchmen made a great Noiſe at the Court 
of France. A Friend of the Chevalier des 
Ears, to whom he had confided the Place 
ot his Retreat, ſent him this News into Au- 
Jou, almoſt as ſoon as it was known at Court. 
The Chevalier, after giving ſome Tears to 
the Misfortunes of his Friends, felt a ſecret 
Satisfaction in his Mind, at the Thoughts of 
being able to give the Counteſs of Berci a 


new Inftance of the Purity and Diſintereſted- 
neſs of his Paſſion : he determined to make a 


Voyage inſtantly to Africa, and to expoſe 
his Life, his Fortunes, and perhaps his Liber- 
ty, to free the Count of Berci and the Mar- 
quis de Sarnt-Sauveur from the Slavery they 
groaned under. "| wilt 
A Lover of equal Delicacy can only fee! 
le ſs 
than a Hero can be capable of approving a 
'Nefign which ſo many almoſt igyincible 
itacles ſeemed to cppoſe ; but true Love 


thinks; every thing eaſy to be done, when the 
Intereſt of the be 25.2 


Object is in Queſtion. 
F The 
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The Chevalier des Ears liſtened to nothing 
but the Dictates of his Paſſion, and his Cou- 
rage; already he taſted the tranſporting De- 
light of doing his Miſtreſs a conſiderable Ser- 

iving her a new Proof of his 
Tenderneſs. He ſet out immediately for Pa- 


145 in a Diſguiſe, and ſecurely reached the 


Houſe of an intimate Friend, where he flaid 
a few Days, to provide himſelf with Money 
neceſlary for his Voyage, and the Redemption 


of the two noble Captives. As ſoon as every 


thing was prepared for his Departure, he 


wrote a Letter to the Counteſs, informing her 


of the Occaſion of his Arrival at Paris, and 
the Reſolutioa he had taken to ſet out imme- 
diately for Marſeilles : he intreated his Friend 
not. to ſend this Letter to the Counteſs, till 


two Hours after his Departure from Paris. 


He thought it neceſſary to uſe this Precau- 
tion, leſt ſhe ſhould imagine, that he wanted 


to pay his purpoſed Service by the Pleaſure of 
ſceing her, or to draw from her ſoine Marks 
of Acknowledgment ; and full of the pleaſing 


Hope of ſoon reſtoring to her two Perſons 
who were ſo porn dear to her, he left 
Paris, and took the Road to Provence, at- 


tended by the ſame Gentleman whom he had 
taken with him to Au | 


' The Countels, of Berci, although ihe had 


been aceuſtomed to receive very extraordina- 


ty Proofs of Love from the Chevalier, yet 
was extremely ſurpriſed at this laſt : ſhe ad- 


mired the Generoſity 2 unbounded Courage 
n 2 of 


© muſt a tender and grateful 
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of this faithful Lover, who ſeemed born to 
render her new Services. Her Gratitude ſo 
ſtrongly engaged her Heart for the firſt time, 
that it delivered itſelf up to a Tenderneſs ſhe 


had © bitherto ſuppreſſed, ; A Sxrvice of ſuch 


Importance to be ſo 'eagerly undertaken, 


without being requeſted, to make a Voyage 
to a barbatrous Region, from whence he 


might poſſibly never return, with a Cou- 
rage. ſo heroic ;- ſuch perfect Diſintereſted- 
neſs, to expect no other Reward than what 
he found in the Pleaſure of ſerving ber; 
and the great Delicacy he had ſhewn in 
re nouncing even the Satisfaction of ſeeing 
her before his Departure; in a Word, ſuch 
firiking Inſtances of the moſt pure and con- 
ſtant Paſſion that ever Man was capable of, 
excited, during ſome Moments, Sentiments 
more ſoft than Friendſhip, and Acknow- 
ledgments more tender than Gratitude 3. a 
while ſhe ö the ſweetly painſul Emo - 
tions; but her Duty and her Honour, thoſe 
lawful Tyrants of her Soul, - ſoon united 
their Forces to deliver her ſrom the Aﬀaults 
of Love. | 


0 Oh, Prudence too rigid ! Oh Virtue too 
« ſevere, cried ſhe, burſting into Tears, ſuffer 
© me to have ſome RENE: you have no- 
thing till this Day to reptoach me with, 
J will inviolably —— our Dictates to 
© the-laſt Moment of my Lie." But alas, 
+ how cruel is my Deſtiny l what Tormencs 
Heart- expe- 
rience, 
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© rience, Who can no other ways tequite 
6 ſuch Benefits, but by new Severitics.*” 


Pl A # * 4 f * 

The Counteſs was reſigning herſelf to theſe 
melancholly Reflexions, when Mademoiſelle 
de Mont martin came into her Chamber: their 
Friendibhip and Intimacy had long ago ba- 
nithed all Reſerve ; and entering without ſend- 
ing Notice of her Arrival, ſhe found Madam 
de Here bathed in Teats, and fo loſt in Grief, 
that ſhe did not perceive her. Mademoiſelle 
de Montmartin ran to her afflicted Friend, 
and with a tender Anxiety begged to know 
if any new Misfortune had happened to her: 
the Counteſs raifing her Head and looking on 
her with Eyes which, tho' ſwimming in Tears, 
expreſſed a kind Compaſſion for her who was 
but too much concerned in the News ſhe had 
to tell her. At the Mention of her Lover's 


Captivity, Mademoiſelle 4e Montmartin threw 


herfelf upon a Sopha, with a Sigh that ſeemed 
to rend her Heart in Pieces: a deadly Pale- 
veſs overſpread her face, ſhe lifted up het 


fine Eyes in ſpeechiels Agony to Heaven; a 


while ſhe abandoned herſelf to the Bitterneſs 
_ of her Reflexions, then turning to the Counteſs 
who was ſat weeping by her, 


Ahl] Madam, ſaid the, it is for me to 
© weep, who by the fooliſh extravazance of 
my Conduct, have loſt, perhaps for ever, 
© the moſt faithful Lover in the World ; you 
* have only Fortune to complain of, I have 
© Fortune and Myſelf - if your Lord groank 
; 5 In 
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© in, Fetters, you have the Conſolation of 
© knowing that you are not the Author of 
© his Miſeries : but it is my Injuſtice that has 
© thrown my Lover into a horrid Dungeon, 
my Cruelty has reduced him to Slavery, 
but for my Caprice and Folly this dear 
Brother had now been with you, comforting 
you under your Misfortunes and endea- 
vouring to redreſs them, without feeling 
any other himſelf but what aroſe from his 
ſympathiſing Tenderneſs. Alas, my dear 
- Counteſs, added ſhe embracing her 'ten- 
derly, ought I to hope that you will pardon 
my Injuſtice to your Brother; and then 
my dear and injured Lover, purſued ſhe 
burſting again into Tears, canſt thou forget 
my injurious Treatment of thee; ah, if 
Fate ever reftores thee to me, will my 
Tenderneſs and Fidelity repay thee for all 
the ng thou haſt ſuffered through 
| me * . 11 42. 
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The Counteſs of Perc! was greatly moved 
| at the Affliction of Mademoiſelle 4e Mont- 
martin, her Heart ſoftened by her own Woes, 
made her more ſenfible of thofe of another. 
Theſe tender and afflifted Friends paſt 20 
| their Time together, the compaſſion they 
mutually afforded each other ſoothed their 
'Griefs, but the Counteſs had ſome which ſhe 
| | was obliged to ſmother in her own breaſt. 
| Mademoiſelle de Montmartin was far leſs to 
n= be pitied, ſhe might, without Guilt or Ref- 
| traint, refign herſelf up to the Fenderneſt of 
| a law- 


> lawful Paſion, and had no Vows to make, 
but for the Deliverance of her Lover, but the 
Counteſs beſides her Grief for the Captivity 


of a Huſband and a Brother, whom! ſhe 


loved, trembled for the Life of a Hero who 
was dear to her, yet whom her Duty forbid 
her to love. ing; 


The La lies in their calmer Moments often 


talked of the Gencroſity of the Chevalier 


des Eſſars, and when theic Minds were not 
weakened by dreadful Apprehenſions con- 
cerning the Deſtiny of Friends ſo deſetvedly 
dear to them, they hoped for every Thing 
favourable from his Zeal, his Courage, and 


his good Fortune. 


Mean Time Monſieur de Berci arrived at 
122 and embarked immediately in a 
V that was ready to ſail for Africa, but 
they ſuffered a great deal by Storms, and 
wandered for more than a Month upon the 
Spaniſh Coaſts. The Chevalier des Ear, 
was more fortunate ; he found at far ſeilles 


two Religious of the Order for the Re- 


demption of Captives, who were waiting 
only for a favourable Wind to ſet fail for 
Oran, a fortiſied Town, ſituated in the 
Kingdom of Algiers they were to land firſt 
at this Capital, and afterwards to proceed to 


Tunis, to free a great Number of Slaves, ac- 


cording to the Engagements of their pious 
Inſtitution. The Chevalicr was rejoiced at 


an opportunity of joining Perſons, who 2 
| [ 
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the frequent Voyages they had made, with a 

-Zeal ſo holy, into thoſe barbarous Countries, 

were received and treated with Reſpect b 
the Infidels themſelves z he flattered himſelf 

that with the aſſiſtance of their charitable 
Diligence, they would eafily diſcover the 
Place where his two Friends were confined, 

and might more ſucceſsfully treat for their 
Ranſom, | 


He was not deceived in theſe agreeable 
Expectations, the two Religious promiſed him 
their utmoſt Aſſiſtance, and the Wind be- 
coming fair, they embarked and ſet ſail for 
Africa, They had a favourable Voyage, 
and after ſome flight Storms, that were fol- 
lowed by no dangerous Accidents, they landed 
ſafe at Oran, where they propoſed-to reſt a 
| few Days beſore. they executed their Com- 
miſſion, but the Chevalier des Eſſars, whoſe 
Impatience to ſee his Friends at Liberty 
would not ſuffer him to conſult his own 
Health, ſet out inſtantly for Algiers, tra- 
velling the Reſt of the Way by Land. As 
he ſpoke the Spani/h Tongue perf well, 
he eafily paſt for a Merchant of that Nation 
who traded in Jewels, He avoided with great 
Care every thing that might give the In- 
fidels the leaſt Suſpicion of his Quality, or the 
Occaſion of his Voyage. But let us now re- 
turn to thoſe illuſtrious Victims of their Bar- 
barify, Sect £4 y 


When 
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Wen the Count of Berci and the Mar- 
quis de Saint-Sanvem, ſaw that the Malteſe 
Galley: was prevented by the Wind which be- 
came directly contrary to them, from getting 


up to the Corſair, and that there was no Pro- 
of their being delivered from their 


- bability 
Slavery, they abandoned themſelves to the 
moſt frightful Deſpair. Their Grief was en- 
creaſed even by the fight of Monſieur de Ma- 
rigny, that Friend ſo dear to them both, 
upon whoſe Valour they depended more than 
upon that of all the other brave Knights that 
accompanied him. This cruel event filled 
them with the moſt melancholy Reflections, 
all the Horrors of that deſtiny which waited 
for them at Algiers, roſe to their Imaginations ; 
their Minds being weakened by the terrible 
apprehenfions they laboured under, they ſoon 
became incapable of performing the la- 
borious exerciſe to which they were deſ- 
tined, and this incapacity drew upon them an 
encreaſe of Severity from their cruel Maſters. 
At length they reſigned themſelves with ſub- 
miſſion to the decrees of that Providence 
which orders all human Events, they relied 


with a pious Confidence upon it, and indulged 


s hope that the Chevalier Morigny would not 
forget them in their Misfortunes, This 
laſt Thought gave them great Conſolation» 
and flattering themſelves that the Corſair 
would not ſeparate them in their Priſon, 
they determined to wait with patience for 
the happy Moment of their Deliverance. 


But 
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But this [Barbarian had no Intention to 

rant them ſuch a Favour; the noble Air, 
and-the rich Dreſs they were iu when he took 
them, made him conclude that they were Men 
of high Quality; be determined therefore not 
to ſell them, but to make their Slavery ſo 
inſupportable by his haſh Treatment, as to 
make them glad to purchaſe their Liberty at 
any Price he ſhould demand for it. 


As ſoon as they landed at Agiers, he order- 
ed them to be thrown into ſeparate Dungeons, 
where they had not the leaſt Glimmering of 
Light, he would not allow them to take 
Leave of each other, they begged only. for 
a parting Embrace, and the Requeſt was 
puniſhed with Stripes, which they ſuffered 
with ſuch a noble Patience, and ſuch Dignity 
of ſilent Grief, as would have moved any 
other Heart, but that of a Corſair, accuſtom- 
ed to treat Chriſtians with the moſt ſavage 


Cruelty. | yy 


On the fourth Day of their miſerable Con- 
finement, the Doors of their Dungeons were 
opened, but it was only to expoſe the Count 


of ZBerci to a Treatment ſtill more humbling 


and rigorous, than what he had yet endured. 


As he was of a Conſtitution more ſtrong and 


robuſt than the. Marquis de Saint-Seuverr, 


the inhuman Corſair deſtined him to labour in 
his Lands in the Country; he cauſed him to 


be conducted thither with ſiwe other Slaves, 
tied two and two together like the vileſt W 
N : ma . 
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mals. He placed a Wretch as cruel as him- 
ſelf over them, who gave them no Intermiſſion 
from their Labour, and who puniſhed 
Symptom of Wearineſs with Stripes and abu- 
ſive La They were allowed no other 
Nouriſhment than Bread and Water, and at 
Night when their Labour was ended, they 
were thrown covered with Sweat and Dutt 
into a dark damp Dungeon where a little 
Straw was all that compoſed their Bed. 


What a dreadfu} Situation for a Man of 
the firſt Quality, brought up in Luxury, and 
ſurrounded with pleaſures. The Marquis dt 
Saint Sauveur was treated with lefs Barbarity, 
but he owed his indulgence to the Avarice 
of the Corſair ; the great delicacy of his 
Make made the Wretch apprehenſive that 
he ſhould joſe him, if he put him to Labours 
beyond his Strength. He was therefore em- 
ployed in his Gardens, but his Grief at 
being ſeparated from the Count, joined to 
his other diſquiets, of which Love was 
the moſt poignant, made his misfortunes not 
leſs unſupportable. 


The Count of Berci could not long ſup- 
zort the Weight of ſo many miſeries, he 
ſunk under them at length, and fell dan- 
y ill. His Maſter beginning to fear 
that he ſhould loſe him, ordered proper 
Nouriſhment to be given him, and allowed 
him ſome intermiſſion. from his labour, 
but as ſoon as he had recovered Strength, 
* he 
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he was again obliged to reſume his * 
Employment. 


The Chevalier 42 Efars b had been four 
Days in Algiers without being able to do any 
thing for his Friends ; the Pirate had been 
abſent three Weeks, but at his Return the 
Chevalier immediately ſent the two Religious 
to him who had been the Companions of his 
Voyage; they offered him a very conſide- 
rable Sum for the Ranſom of ſeveral] Cap- 
tives among whom they comprehended the 
two French Lords ; they diſcovered no par- 
ticular Solicitude concerning them leſt the 
Terms of their Redemption ſhould be made 
more difficult; this Artifice did not ſucceed. 
The Corſair made a great Difference between 


them and his other Slaves, and demanded 


ſuch an extravagant Sum for their Freedom, 
that the two Religious thought proper to 


ſpeak to him no more on the Subject for 


ſome Days that they might net confirm him 
in the notion he had conceived ot their * 
** | | 


The Chevalier, whoſe Impatience to fee 
his Friends at Liberty could not bear any 
Delay, thought every Moment an Age till 
he hag purchaſed their releafe, and ordered 
the two Friars to give the Pirate whatever he 
demanded ; but they prudently repreſented 
to him that if they proceeded in that manner 
with the avaricious Corſair, he would inſiſt 


* harder „ and would ad · 
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and the Cui of Bereta 18g 
vance his Price, in Proportion as he ſaw them 


eager for their Deliverance. Ihe Chevalier 
was at length prevailed upon to truſt their 
Experience and Zcal, with the Conciuſion of 
a Bargain, which he deſu cd ſo ardently. Ac- 
cordingly theſe holy Men went three Days 
afterwards to the Pirate's Houſe, and without 
taking any Notice of the two noble Slaves, 
oftered to ranſum twelve others, for which 
they immediately agreed upon the Price. 
The Pirate ſeeing them preparing to go 
without mentioning the Priſoners he had 


taken in his laſt Prize, was the firſt to pro- 


poſ a Sum for their Ranſom ; the Religious 
affecting great Indifterence, agreed at laſt to 
give ten thouſand Lives, which the Corſair 
accepted, and they promiſed him, to bring 
the Money the next Morning, 


That Moment ſo earneſtly deſired by the 
Chevalier, at laſt came: the Religious paid 
the Sum agreed on, and flew to open thoſe 
dreadful Prifors, the eternal Abode of Horror 
and of Grief. After telling the unhappy Suf- 
ferers, with proper Caution, that they were 
now at Liberty, their Fetters were ſtruck off, 
and they were led into the open Air, The 
unexpected News of his Freedom had ſuch an 
Effet upon the Count of Ferci, whoſe Mind 
and Body were greatly weakened, that he 


fainted away in the Arms of the Marquis de. 


$aint-Sauveur, who had been firſt taken out 
of bis miſcrable Confinement, and had eager- 
ly advanced to embrace him. The Religious, 
e | finding 
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finding all Endeavours to recover the Count 


from his Swoon ineffeQual, they carried him 
in that Condition to the Lodgings of the Che- 
valier des Efars, [414 9 110 | 


That faithful F riend was expecting them 
with an anxious Impatience : he ran to ſtrain 


them in his Arms, and welcome them to 


Freedom and Happineſs, when ſeeing the 
Count brought in motionleſs, he ſtopt ſhort, 
Grief and Amazement uſurped the Place of 
Joy; he thought he was dead, for à livid 
PFaleneſs overſpread bis Face, and he was 
ſo emaciated, that he was hardly to be 


known: He was beginning to give Vent 


to his Grief and his Complaints for this new 
Misfortune, when- the Marquis de Saint- 
Sauveur, who know not of the Chevalicr's 
Arrival at Algiers, threw himſelf ſuddenly 
into his Arms, with Exclamations of Sur- 
priſe and Joy. For ſome Moments, they 
held each other in a ſtrict Embrace, with- 
out the Power of expreſſing their Scnti- 
ments, any otherwiſe than by Tears; their 
Solicitude for their Friend, at length, drew 
them out of this Raptute, they both ſprudſg 


in one Inſtant to him, and by proper Ap- 


plications he was, at length, brought out of 
his Swoon, he opened his Eyes, but it was 
only to turn them wildly about on the Ob- 


jets around him; in a few Moments his 


Speech and Underſtanding returned, and the 


Marquis and the Chevalier meeting bis E 


and the Cowunte/7 of Berei. "8g 
his Surpriſe at this View had like to have 
brought on a Relapſe. 


All- powerful Heaven! cried he, with a 
Voice ſecble and languifhing, but expreſiive 
of the Emotions his Heart laboured with, 

what do I ſce? Is it a Dream, or did 
really awake ? --- What Wonders have 1 
behe!d this Day! Oh gracious and all wife 
Providence! I adore thy infinite Goodneſs, 
in bringing to me again theſe Friends ſo 
dear to my Soul. Finiſh, On! finiſh thy 
Work, almighty Power, purſued he with 
Eyes and Hands raiſed towards Heaven, and 


#3 &-3- k-S<&-S-3,&$ bs 


out whom 1 cannot live,” 


Then holding out his Hand to the Cheva- 
lier "des Efars, who flood regarding his Ac- 
tion with Eyes ſwimming in Tears of Tender- 
eſs and Ny. © Dear and faithful Fend, 

* purſued he, ceaſe to load us thus with Be- 
*© nefits, or teach us how to acknowledge 
* them, in a manner worthy of thee ; but is 
< it poſſible to make ſuitable Returns to this 
* laſt Proof of your generous Friendſhip ? 


© Or! Brother, added he, turning to the 


* Marqritzs, our Lives have long ſince been 
bis Of under God, can either of us refuſe 
* to kerhce them for his Service ? FIT 


N Chevalier; unable to bear theſe 


_ Tranfports* of his Gratitude, ran into nls 
Arms, 


reſtore me likewiſe to the Sight c of hery with- 
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Arms, and/embracing him tenderly, congra- 
tulated him on his Liberty. He then quitted 
him to the Marquis, who claimed a Share 
in the Endearments of the beloved Huſband 
of his Siſter. 


When theſe mutual Raptures were a little 
ſubſided, they gave each other an Account ot 
what had happened to them euring their Sc - 
paration. The Chevalier was greatly affected 
at the Recital of what bis Friends had ſuffer- 
ed; the Count in particular, whom the Cor- 
ſais had treated ſo cruelly that not even the 
Joy of his recovered Liberty, nor the tender 
Cares of his Friends could hinder him from 
feeling the Effects of it. He was ſeized with 
a violent Fever, which held him fourteen 
Days: during the whole Time that his Reco- 
very was doubtful, the Chevalier and the 


Marquis were in the utmoſt Affliction; but 


the natural Strength of his Conſtitution, at 
length, overcame the Diſeaſe, and his Health 


_ reſtored Tranquility and Joy to his ſympa- 


thiſing Friends, who now thought of nothing 
but haſtening their Departure. 


Mean time young Berci, who had been 
toſſed about by contrary Winds, and in great 
Danger from ſeveral Storms, arrived, at 
length, ſafe at Algiers ; the Chevalier des Ef- 
ſars and the Marquis de Saint- Sauveur were 
walking upon the Port of that City, whither 
they were | drawn by the Beauty of the 


| P lace 3 


and the Counteſs of Berci. 18g 


Place, and the Neceſſity they had for ſome 
freſh Air, when the Vellel, that brought 
Monſieur de Berci, entered the Harbour wah 
full Sails: the Chevalier and the Marquis 
were upon the Point of returning Home, 
to the Count, who, on account of ſome 
Remainder of Weakneſs, could not accum- 
pany them in their Walk, when their Cu- 
rioſity to ſce the Paſſengers, who were pre- 
paring to land, detained them a few Mo- 
ments longer: but their Surprize was ex- 
treme to {ce the Count's Brother among 
them; they ran eagerly to embrace him, 
nor was he leſs aſtoniſhed at the Sight of 
the Marquis and the Chevalier, one of whom 
he believed in Fetters, and the other in the 


Heart of Anjou. He immediately concluded, 


that the Chevalier had prevented him in his 
Deſign, nor could he guard his Mind from 
a little Emotion of Jealouſy ; he regretted 
that his Brother and the Marquis ſhould 
owe their Deliverance from Slavery to any 
other than himſelf, after the Fatigue and 
Dangers he had endured to have the Satis- 
faction of doing them that Service. But 
theſe Thoughts ſoon gave way to his An- 
xiety for his Brothet; he enquired with a 
tender Impatience for him ; they ſoon re- 
leaſed him from his Apprehenſions at not 
ſecing him with them, and carried him im- 
mediately to their Lodgings, 


The Count of Berci Was fot leſs afto- 
niſhed than they had been, at the Sight of 
his 
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his Brother; he - embraced him, , tenderly, 
and expreſſed the higheſt Acknowledgment 
for this Proof of his Affection; with a 
trembling Eagerneſs he enquired after the 
Health of his Wife, and when Monſieur de 
Berci ſhewed him her Jewels which ſhe 
had given him to purchaſe his Freedom, he 
burſt into Tears of Joy, Gratitude, and 
Love. His Impatience to ſce again that 
dear Object of his fondeſt Wiſhes, gave him 
new Strength, and he declared that he was 
able to embark immediatcly for France, 


His Friends, however impatient them- 
ſelves. to return to their native Country, 
which was ſtill more endeared to them by 
the Remembrance of thoſe beloved Perſons 
they had leſt in it, inſiſted upon the Count's 
ſtaying till his Health was perfectly te- 
eſtabliſhed. The Count of Berci had a Mo- 
tive more ſtrong for his Delay: he could 
not think. of leaving his Servants, that had 

been taken with bim in the Felucca, . Vic- 
| / tims to the Cruelty of the Aigerines ; he 
4 judged. of their Suftgrings by his owe, and 
4 his Compaſſion for them being beightcaed 
= by that painful Remembrance, he was re- 
ſolved not to leave Alztiers, till he had eſ- 
| fected their Deliverance, It was not with- 
out great Difficulty that they were found 
—_— 04 had been all ſold by the Corſaits, aud 


more than once changed their Maſters, 


during the Continuance of their Slavery. 
dls The 


and the Counteſs of Berci. 191 
The Count of Berci thought himfelf under 
an indifpenfible Obligation to ranſom them: 
thoſe unhappy Men had been fo barbarous- 
| treated, that they were the more | ſen» 

ble of the generous Kindneſs of their N 
in giving them Freedom. 


Nothing now oppoſed their ſpeedy De- 
parture : the Count and the Marquis expreſ- 
ſed their Gratitude to the two Religious, who 
had treated ſo prudently for their Ranſom, by 
making them ſeveral noble Preſents ; but they 


did not ſtop there, they left very conſiderable 


Sums in their Hands, to open the Dungeons 
of a great Number of Chriſtians, who had 
long ſuffered all the Rigors of Slavery. They 
thought they could not better expreſs their 
Gratitude to their Maker, for their own De- 
liverance, than by freeing their Fellow-Crea- 
tures, and their Brethren in the ſame Com- 
munion, out of the Hands of Infidels, who 


blaſphemed his holy Name, by this pious 


Uſe of Part of their great Richzs, they hoped 
to draw a Bleſſing upon the Remainder ; and 


this Act of Charity performed, they all em- 


barked on board a Veſſel that was preparing 


to ſail for Provence, and leſt for ever that bat - 
barous Region where they had ſuftcred ſuch 
cruel Torments. At length, that God, whom 
they had invoked in their Afliction, and 
whom they had rendered propitious by their 
Alms, who commands the Winds and the 


Waves, who bids Tempeſts be ſtill, and 
ſmooths 


— 
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and gave them to land ſafely at Mar /. 
three Months and ſome odd Days after the 


erlles, 
Departure of the Chevalier des E/ars for 
Africa. 
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The END of the Setend PART. 
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Chevalier pES ESSARS 


AND THE 


Counteſs or BERCI. 


PART III. 


HE Count of Bercs and his noble 
Friends, as ſoon as they landed at Mar- 
_ feilles, offered up a ſolemn Thankſgiving to 

God for the Mercies they had received. They 
ſtaycd ſome Days there, not ſo much to take 
a View of all the Beauties of that celebrated 
City, which, for its Strength, its Extent, and 
the Security of its Commerce, was in ſuch 
bigh Eſteem, and drew to it continually Mer- 
chants from every Nation in the Univerſe, 
but to teſt themſelves, after the Fatigues of a 
long Voyage. Their Impatience to fee the 
Counteſs of Berci and Mademoiſclle de Mont- 


Vor, * K martin, 
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martin, prompted hel ogg and the Marquis 
to 4 ſpeedy The Chevalier, 
though he was not at his 
Motive, was n« leſs eager to get to Paris: 

Accordingly they purſued their Journey with 
all poſſible Haſte, and reached that ad; Ca- 
. rn Autoran. 2 * 


They alighted all e at "the Cade of 
Berci's Hotel: he would not ſuffer the Che- 
valier to ſeek any other Aſylum than one 
which he, by his friendly Solicitude, could 
render moſt ſecure to him. He told him, 
that he would not part with him till the King 
had ſigned his Pardon, which he hoped he 
would not refuſe to his Solicitations, and that 
of his Friends, all of whom would intereſt 
themſclves in his Behalf. The Chevalier ex- 
preſſed the higheſt Gratitude to the Count for 
his friendly Offers, which too ly flat- 
tered his — Wilſhes, not to be accepted 


with Joy. 10 7 ib 8. 


It is not eaſy to give an Idea of that Mix- 
ture of Surpriſe, Joy, Tenderneſs, and grate- 
ful Rapture, which filled the Souls of the 
Counteſs of Berci and Mademoiſelle 4+ Mont- 
martin at the Sight of Perſons fo dear to 
them. The Marquis de Sajnt-Saaveur threw 
himſelf -at the Feet of his chatming Miſtrefs, 
whoſe Eyes welcomed him with ith Kreaming 
 Tendernefs, while the Count ran igto the Arma 
of his Wife, and in the moſt endearing Lan- 
guage expreſſed his Joy, at Keg, her again. 


"and the Counte/s of Berti. I © ; 


it was with Difficulty he tate himſelf from 
her ſoft Embrace, to preſent the Chevalier 
des Effars to her. ol 


© See, Madam, ſaid he to her, that tender 
© and generous Friend, Who uialees it the: 
« Buſineſs of his Life to ſerve us; who, not 

« fatished with having more than once deli- 

« vered us from impending Death, bas now 
© freed us from the Horrors of a Slavery far 
© more to be dreaded.' The Countcls ad- 

vanced immediately ..to ſalute him, pleaſed 

that her Oy 09 ber Inchnations this once 
c9-jncided, gave irce Vent to the giate- 
ful Sentiments that filled her Soul; ſhe 
ptaiſed his generous Friendſhip, ſhe acknow- 
jedged the great Obligat.ons ſhe owed him, 
a aſſured him, ſbe ſhouid ever preſerve the 
moſt. grateful Remembrance of them. 


e hive done nothing, Madam, ſaid the 


Chevalier, interrupting the Counteſs, than 
« what any other, in the ſame Circumſtances, 
© and 1 7 ſame Incitements, would have 
done; but were the Services I have been ſo 
happy to render your Lord and your Bro- 
© ther, far more conſiderable, they would be 
* gyerpaid. by the Senlibility you are pleaſed: 
td expreſs for them; and am I not doubly 


© rewarded,” purſucd he ſwiling, and direck- 


ing the Eyes of the Count and Counteſs to 
che young Marquis, who was pouring out 
bis 9000 in grateful Tranſports at the Feet 
of his Miſtreſs, by _ Pleaſure I feel = 
1.” 2 « fel 


and in the preſent Satisfaction a 
brance of paſt Exils was forgot. 
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1 felt, at reſtoring a faithful Lover to the _ 
« jeQt of his Wiſhes?” 


The Marquis and Mademoiſelle a ane. 
martin finding they were obſerved, 
the reſt of the Company, and the Conver- 
lation became more general: that lovely 
Girl thought it would be no Violation of 
the Laws of Modeſty and Decorum, to join 
her Thanks for the Delivery of the noble 
Captives, to thoſe of the Counteſs of Beres ; 
ſhe could no longer diſguiſe her real Senti- 
ments, her J Joy to ſce again the Marquis, 
after a crue) Captivity, which had appeared 
fo tedious to her, broke out in every Look 
and Action; --- the happy Lover, on his Side, 
aſſured. her, that his Abfence from her was 
a Torment far greater than all the Hardſhips 
he had ſuffered from his barbarous Maſters 
in Africa. A calm and ſettled Joy ſucceeded 
their firſt Tranſports at this bn frog 
Remem- 


88606 Days afterwards, the Count of Berci 


| and the Marquis de Saint- Sauueur went to 


the Louvre, to pay their Duty to his Majeſty, | 


and both reſolved to uſe their utmoſt Endea- 
vours to obtain 4 Pardon for the Chevalier 


des Egars. That Prince, who had been in- 


formed of their Captivity, had the Goodneſs 
to afſure them of his Con 


ncern for the Mi- 
ſeries they had ſuffered in Algiers ; he com- 


manded the Count to give him a particular 
Relation 
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| Retation, of their Slavery, and the Treatment 


which they had received from the [n6&els ; 
the Count obeyed ; and the great Heart' of 
Henry was ſeuſibly affected with, the, we- 
Jancholy:Detail. The Count of Lerci ſehing 
his Majeſty. ſo much moved, though "this" 
favowable Moment for the Chevalier ; 21h 

continuing his Relation, he juformed, the 
King in what manner they were delivered 
from their Chains, ald how. greatly the 


had been obliged: to the Chevalier des £/- 


| Voyage to Africa for their 


ars, who had genetouſlyx undertaken a 

i 13 and b 
his wiſe and ent Conduct obtained theit 
Liberty... Obſetving the King ſtruck with 
ſuch à noble Inſtance of Friendſhip and 
Generoſity, the Count of Berci entercd in- 
to à Juſtification of bis Fiiend's Conduct 
with reſpet to h's Jaſt Combat with the 


Count of, Poelan; he explained to his Ma- 
jeſiy the Neceflity the Chevalier was under 


to take Notice. of the Injury he received, 


which was publicly charged to the Count 
of Polan ; he produced the Count's Anſwer 


ta the Challenge ſent him by the Chevalier, 
28 a Proof of what he advanced. Then the 


? 
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King's Feet, beſought him to pardon the Che- 
valier dis Egars, in Conſideration of his great 
Valour, his iaviolable Fidelity to his So- 
vereign, - his aimable Character, and the 
Wrong he had ſuffered, by which he was 


Marquis and be throwing themſelves at the 


4 - 


provoked, to take Revenge. 
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The. King was a little ſhook by their 
Intreaties, and the Arguments urged ip Fa- 
Your of the Chevalier; but when he reflect- 
ed, that a Man whom all; the 


2 
* 


knew to be particulaily- 


knew t gear. 55 
| Killed by the Chevalier,.. ii De 
E. 4 5 


Edicts, and at the 5 of mortally: of- 
fending him, all, die Solicitations of the 
Count and the, Marquiſ could not prevail 
with him to pardon thgir Frignd ; they re- 
turned Home full of Grief: fes their bad 
Succeſs, and this Cloud that hung over the 
Chevalier's Fortune, embitle d theix Joys 
ſor their happy Return to | A 100 


The Counteſs of Berci aud Mademoiſelle 
de Montmartin were greatly afflicted at this 
Rigor of his Majeſty, as they thought un- 
juſtly exerted in the Caſe of the Chevalier; 
but although their Affliction aroſe from, Mo- 
tives very different in each, yet it was pretty 
near equal ; for in a generous Heart Ctati- 
tude produces Sentiments as tender as. thoſe 
of Love. Mean time the Marquis de Saint- 

Sauveur purſued his gocd Fortune with Ma- 
demoiſelle de Montmartin his Sufferiogs on 
her account, had augmented her Tenderneſs. 
She had made too full a Diſcovery of her Sen- 
timents to the Counteſs, and even to her 
Lover himſelf, to indulge any father female 
Parade, without incurring the Cenſure of Af- 
fectation and Caprice. be Marquis, with 
a Lover's Ardor, preſſed for an early Day, - 
Mademoiſelle ds Montmartin but Fant de” 
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nied. As the was entirely Miſtreſs of herſc 
and Fortune, ſhe could form no Excuſe for a 
longer Delay, ſhe therefore yielded to give. 
the Marquis her Hand, as foon as the ne- 
crſſary Preparations for their Marriage were 
made, The Counteſs was charmed with her 
ready Compliance; and Mademoiſelle 4. 
Mhntmartin, obligingly aſſured her, that 
the Happineſs the ' propoſed to hericlf in 
acquiring ſuch a Siſter, was not one of 
her leaſt Motives for ſo ſudden a Conſent, 
though ſhe allowed to her Brother's faithful 
Paſhon, and her own Inclinations in his Fa- 
F 


Letters were immediately diſpatched to 
Purgundy, to the old Marquis de Saint-Say- 
ver and his Lady, acquainting them with 
Mademoiſelle de Afontmartir's Confent to 
gre her Hand to their Son, which was an 
vent they had both earneſtly wiſhed for. In 
the expected Happineſs of ſuch a Union, they 

| buried all Remembrance of their paſt Sor- 
rows for the Captivity of their only Son, and, 
although weakened with Age and Inficmities, 
they reſolved to take a Journey to Paris, aud 
honour with their Preſence the Solemnity of 
HY pas. N 


" 
+ 


The old Nobleman and his Lady were in- 
finitely delighted to find the Chevalier Jes Ef; 
fars at their Son-in-law's Hotel. The Count 
of Berti preſented him to them with his uſual 
Tenderneſs: the old Marquis embraced him 

— K 4 with 
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with Franſport, calling him the Prefer ver of 
© himſelf and his Family; the Marchioneſs re- 
eeited his Compliments with the Tendernefs 
"of a Mother to'a worthy Son. The Chevalier 
politely begged, that he might be allowed to 
offer them his Hotel for thaie Reſidence, 
Juping their Stay in Paril. Since, added 
he, ſmiling, the Count of Berti „ Hoſpita- | 
"© lity has obliged me to become an Inmate 
-© here.” The old Marquis and his Lady grate- 
fully accepted his Offer: they were conduct. 
ec thither in the Evening, by their Son, and 
the Count and Counteſs of - Beret ; — the 
next Morning Mademoiſe e de | Moentmartin 
vent to pay bet Reſpects to then. 1 


The old Margdis mid hls Lady were 
ane with the Beauty, good Senſe, and 
Politeneſs of their deſigned Daughter - in · law; 
they applauded their Son for his Choice; and 
not the leis for having conſulted, as th 2 
poſed, Fortune - as well as external lities 
in that Choice. The young Marquis fuffered 
his Parents to attribute as much Prudence to 
him as they pleaſed, though his Heart told 
him, that Mademoiſelle de Montmartim's For- 
tune, great as it was, was nevertheleſs one of 
his leaſt Inducements for making his N 
to ber. wo 


— | 19829 


| The Noptiats of the yoohe Marquis "Ut 
3 and Mademoifelle de Mant mar- 
tin were celebrated with a Magnificence fuit- 
able to their Quality ap Riches; but, = 
ow 
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. how was the Pomp of that Day's Ceremony 
darkened | What bitter Grief ſucceeded. $0 
their Joys! That Day was at once to the 
new. married Couple and their Friends the 
—— moſt miſerable of their Lives. 

e 

5 92 ol e Marci performed, 

| he Bride aud — rings their Rela- 
tions and Friends, went to the Hotel of the 
Chevalier des Ears, where Monſicut and 
Madam de Saint -Sauveur had cauſed a ſplen- 
_ id Eatertainment to be prepated. At, Que 
.o'Clogk in the Morning the new mauicd 
. Pais.444ired ; the reſt of the Com eo 
nued dancing; but the Count and 
of Berci, aſter they had — the Bride — 
Bride groom to their Apartment, 1cturned 
Home without taking Leave of the Com- 

pany, chat 4 r not oblige them to 
break, . 

3 Tbe 7 des Egars, on on account of 
che Diſgrace be was in with the King, was 
not able to aſſiſt at this Day's Ceremony: he 
went eatly to Bed, but an unuſual Inquietude, 
for: which he could aſſign no Cauſe, hindered 
him from Sleeping; he roſe, and walked 
about bis Chamber, and when he thought he 
had fatigued himſelf with that Exerciſes, he 
went again to Bed, but Slcep ſtill fled his 
Eyes, bis Imagination was tortured with ſad 
and diſmal Images that would not leave him 
a Moment's | pon he ; he ſtarted at every little 
Noiſe, without knowing Why; his Heart best 
50 | K 5 in 
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in, an unuſual meaſure ; and he was, 
again to. riſe, when he heard the Count's 


Coach at the Gate. 


The Arrival of the Count and Counteſs 
ſeemed to ſuſpend his Uneaſineſs ; he heard 
them paſs by his Antichamber, and he again 
endeavoured to take ſome Reft. Monſieur and 
Madam de Perc, after enquiring of the Che- 
valier's Health, retired to their own Chamber. 
Marianne, whoſe Conduct had been ſtrictly 
obſerved by her Lady ever fince the Diſcovery 
ſhe had made of her Amour, took Adyantage 
of that Day's Solemnity, which ſhe concluded 
would keep the Count and Counteſs very late 
from Home, to admit her Lover once more 
into her Chamber ; ſhe could not imagine 
they would return ſo ſoon as they did, but 
hearing the Coach, ſhe cauſed YVerague to dteſs 
himſcif haſtily, and having concealed - him 
in her Cloſet, ſhe preſented herſelf. before 
her Lady with an aſſured Countenance, and 
afiſted in undrefling her as uſual,  _ 


As ſoon as ſhe was diſmifſed, ſhe returned 
immediately to Yerague, but would not ſuffer 
him to attempt to go away till ſhe thought 
the Count and her Lady were aſleep. The 
Door of this Woman's Room opened into 
the Counteſs's Antichamber:: Ferague muſt 
roman paſs through-it to get to the back 
Stairs. When Marianne thought he might 
venture ſaſely, ſhe conducted him with as 

little Noiſe as poflible to the Door ; however, 


AED 7.5 TISTY I COL 
1 the off of Ball. _ 


the Count, Who was not afleep, heard his 
Steps; a fatal Curiofity to Know who it was 
paſſing ſo late through bis Lady's Apartment, 
made him riſe, and, throwing his N ight-gown 
over him, He went into the Antichamber, 
Virague” had ſtopt there a Moment, to liſten 
whether none of the Domeſtics were fill up: 


hearing the Count's Chamber-door open, be 


attempted to gain the Stair-caſe, but with ſo 
much Precipitation and Fear, that he made a 
falſe Step upon the firſt Stair, which gave the 
Count of Berci an 5 0 to lay hold on 
him. Perague, made deſpetate by bis Fears 
for his own Life, and the Diſhonour of his 
Miſtteſs, took a Poignard he wore in his Bo- 
ſom when he went upon ſuch Adventures, 
and endeavoured to diſengage himſe!f from 
the Count by wounding him in the Arm, 
but the Count, by a ſudden Motion, received 
the Stroke full in his Side. Verague now 
eafily breaking from his Hold, ran down 
Srairs, and climbing over the Walls of the 
Court-yard, which were very low, he got in- 
to a little Garden, of the Door of which Aa- 
rianne had given him a Rey, and eſcaped 
withour Diſcovery. 


© The unhappy Count of Berei fell to the 
Ground with the Stroke he had received, 
and feeling his Blood flowing faſt from his 
Wound, he called for Help with a loud Voice, 
His Gentleman, whoſe Chamber was very 
near, and who happened to be up and read- 
ing, took up a Candle, and ran to the Place 


where 
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Where: his Lord's Voice had directed him. At 
the Sight of the, Count extended upon the 
(round; and covered with Blood, he made 
the Houſe treſound with his Cries: the Coun- 
teſs awaking, in great Terrors, and not find- 
ing her Lord beſide her, haſtily aroſe, threw 
on a Jooſe Robe, and calling. arianne, flew 
out of her Apartment, the Chevalier met her 
at the Head of the Stair-caſe. What a Spectacle 
for the Wife and the Friend! the Count wel- 
tering. in his Blood, ſupported againſt the 
| Wall, while his Gentleman was endeavour- 
0 to bind up © Wound with his Cravat. 


Madam FX Song uttered. a pierciog Groan, 
and ſunk down by her almoſt expiring Lord; 
the Chevalier, for ſome Moments, ſtood mo- 
tionleſs with Grief and Amazement ; the Ser- 
vants running from every Part of the, Houſe, 
were preparing to take up their bleeding 
Maſter, when the Chevalier, rouſed from his 
- - ſhlent Agony, eagerly lent his trembling Arm, 

and, with the Aſſiſtance of his Gentleman, 
carried the Count into his Chamber, and laid 
him upon his Bed. Surgeons were immediate- 
ly ſent for, but he, feeling his Strength almoſt 
exhauſted, turned his dying Eyes 223 the 
Counteſs, who, ſupported by her Women, 
bet at his Bede i in Anguiſh unutterable. 


at” Ceaſe, Madam, ſaid he to her, 0 
5; reſign yourſelf to a fruitleſs Grief,- your 
Tears and your Deſpair cannot reſtore me 

Fo "11 your Love, but will embitter ** 
2 Q- 
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Moments. 'Tis done, I have finiſhed my 
+ Courſe, parting with you is all the Grief 1 
© feel in Death, but 1 return Thanks to 
Heaven for calli ng me away firſt, and ſpare - 
ing me the Affliction of furviving you; we 
4 hive lived happy in each other's Affechon, 
I die contented, and I conjure you with my 
* laſt Breath, not to revenge my Death. 

I pardon the Authors of it, continued he, 
© looking at Marianne, who was in viſible 
« Agitations, nor muſt you, my dear Coun- 
< teſs, refuſe me another Requeſt, it is, ſaid 
© he taking the Chevalier's Hand, who ſtood 
© by him in an Agony of Grief, that after 
6 * my Death, you will transfer the Affection 

you have borne me, to this dear, this faith- 
ful Friend, let him poſſeſs my Place in your 
© Heart, bleſs him with your Hand, and both 
of you cheriſh my Remembrance. --- May 
the God of all Mercies, purſued the dying 
Count, with Eyes fervently raiſed to 
+: Heaven, pour down his choiceſt Bleffings 
upon you, and grant me an Aſylum in the 
+ Boſom of my ' He was not able to 
utter more, his Hand loſt its Hold of the 
' Chevalier, his Eyes for ever ſhut out the 
. Light, and * groaning he expired, 


The Chevalier ordered the Counteſs s At- 
tendants to convey her mon Ter another 
Chamber, that The migh W. 
tacle capable of — — behold 

Effects of her Grief were ſo much the more 
j 0 be apprehended, as it neither vented * 
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{fin Tears or Complaint :' her Eyes remain- 
ed' always fixed on one ObjeR, like a Per- 
ſon in the laſt Agonies of Death; a mortal 
Paleneſs ovefſpread her Face; for a while 
ſhe ſeemed to have neither Senſe or Motion ; 
at length ſhe was ſeized with Convulſions, 
whict held her ſo long, that her Life was de- 
ſpaired of. It would have been happy for her 
had Fate then put a Period to her miſerable 
Days; but ſhe was reſerved to ſuffer — 
Woes. By the Force of Medicines, the re- 
covered to a Senſe of Grief, Painful Return 
to Life] She- now felt and deplored her Loſs. 
The Chevalier ſtaid by her till the Convul- 
ſions had left her, and her Reaſon was a little 
reſtored; he neither could nor would attempt 
to conſole her, that, he judged, muſt be the 
Work of Time, and his Heart was too much 
oppreſſed by his own Sorrows, to make him 
capable of adminiſtring Comfort to another. 


Mean time the News of this tragical Acci- 
dent was carried to the Hotel of the Chevalier 
des Ears, and changed the Mirth and Plea- 
ſures of the Ball into Tears and Lamentations : 


| every one ran with diſtracted Haſte to the 


Count's Hotel; an Afaſſination committed 
upon his Perſon in his own Houſe, at the dead 
of Night, and by an unknown Hand, filled 
all who heard it with Horror and Amazement 
a ſtrict Search was ordered to be made, but 
the Murderer could not be diſcovered, all the 
Doors of the Houſe were found faſtened, nor 
us it poſſible by any Circumſtance that ap- 

* | peared, 
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peated, to form any certain Judgment; All 
that could admit of no Doubt, was, that the 
Murder had been committed by one who had 
been all Night concealed in the Houſe, | 


During all this Time, a thouſand gloomy 
Reflexions rolled in the Mind of Monlicur de- 
Berci, the deceaſed Count's Brother. He was 
reſolved to ſpend all the rich Poſleſſions he 
was left Heir to, in diſcovering the Authors 
of the Aſſaſſination and revenging it, he 
cauſed all the Men Servants to be carried to 
Priſon, and upon the Recital that was made 
him of his Brother's laſt words (for be was 
not preſent having ſtaid behind the Count 
aud Counteſs at the Chevalier des Efors) of 
the meaning look he had caſt upon Marianne, 
and the trouble and confuſion it occaſioned in 
her, he made her be taken up like wiſe and con- 
ducted to Priſon, the Counts Servants went 
through the interrogatory, and the inno- 
cence was no lefs apparent by the ſincete 
Grief they ſhewed for the Loſs of their 
Maſter, than their clear and unvatying an- 
ſwets to the queſtions that were put to * 


When Marianne was examined, ſhe abſo- 
 lutely diſavowed having any Concern in the 
Murder, and to remove any Suſpicions that 
might be entertained againſt herſelf or her 
Lover, ſhe declared to the Lieutenant cri- 
minel with an amazing Confidence that it 
was from the Counteſs of Berci herſelf that 
they ought to ſeek an Explanation of that 


dark 
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dark affair; ſhe aſſerted that her Lady's 
paſſion for the Chevalier des £fſars who had 
lain for ſome Time concealed in the Houſe, 
wes doubtleſs the true Cauſe of the Count's 
Aſſaſſination, to ſ t this Charge ſhe re- 
lated all that had paſſed in the Caſtle of B. 
pany” the ſecret Interview between the Che- 
ier and Madam de Barci by Night; her 
free Remonſtrances to her Lady upon ſo 
ſhameful a Conduct, which were fo ill re- 
ceived, that ſhe diſmiſſed her from her Ser- 
vice; but at the Interceflion of the Count's 
Brother, to whom ſhe had diſcloſed the 
Amour between the Chevalier and her Lady, 
ſhe had been pardoned by her, and continued 
in her Place. Hereupon the Lieutenant Cri- 
minal thought proper io have Monſieur de 
Berci examined : his Anſwers agreed with 
Marianne's Depoſition, as far as it related to 
the Account ſhe had given him of his Siſter- 
in-law's Amour, with, the Chevalier; but be 
obſerved to that Magiſtrate that he bad 
made Marianne's Peace with her Lady, 
upon Condition that ſhe ſhould give him 
Notice of all her ſteps with Regard to the 
Chevalier, that ſince that, the Counteſs of 
Berci, might have had many Opportunities 
of ſecing the Chevalier in private, if ever ſne 
had admitted of ſuch a Freedom, and Ma- 
rianne-could not have been unacquainted;with 
it, and would conſequently have given him 
Notice of thoſe ſtolen Interviews, in Per- 
formance of her Promiſe, but: ſhe bad never 
done it, therefore he concluded it was not in 


her Power to give any ſuch; Proof of bet 
| Lady's: Diſhonour, for it was not to be 
imagined that ſhe who ncw accuſed Madam 
de Berci of being concerned in the Murder of 
her Lord, would have neglected to diſcover 
a ſligluer Fault, if the had been able. The 
Lieutenant Criminel, although be found 


ſome Reaſon in what Monſieur de Berci had 


urged in Favour of the Counteſs, and that in 
the Depoſition of Marianne, only very light 
Pireſumptions could he formed againſt Madam 


de Berci and the Chevalier des Ert, 
t it neceſſary ta iſſue out an 


— for taking the Counteſs into cuſtody. 
Moſieur de Berci foreſaw this, be was fully 
perſuaded of his Siſter · in laws Innocence, the 
Obſervations he had made to the Lieutenant 
Civil was, the reſult of deep Reflexion on her 
Conduct, ber Grief for her Lord's Captivity, 
the generous Sacrifice ſh: had of hec Jewels 
to procure his Rcleaſe, ſeating that a much 
larger Sum would be demanded for his Ran- 
ſom than they could immediatrly Raiſe, her 
unfeigned affliction for his Death, which 
had brought her to the laſt Extremity, the 
uncommon Friendſhip ſhewn by the Che- 
valier in making a Voyage to Africh to de- 
liver the Count, was all this conſiflent with 
a criminal Amour between them, and. ſuch 
complicated Wickedneſs as the Aſſaſſinatioo 
of the Count, apparently the beloved Hul- 
band and the valued Friend of them who 
were accuſed to be the Authors of it ? Mon 
fieur de Berci rejected the Thought with 
141 Horror, 


ol * at * 
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Hotror, bis Efteem and Affection ſot his 
Sifter-in-law increaſed in Proportion as he 
thought ſhe ſuffered unjuſtly in her character, 
he flew to inform her of the Order iffucd 
for ſeizing her and exhorted ber with 
Tears to ſeek ſome Aſylum where ſhe might 
be: ſecured againſt ſo cruel an Affront. The 
Counteſs trembled with Horror at the news 
of her being ſuſpected to be an Accomplice 
in ſo dreadful a Crime; a generous Indig- 
nation took Place of thoſe firſt Emotions 
and overſpread her fair Face which, © cver 
ſince the Death of her Lord had loſt all its 


1 with a tranſient Bluſh. 


4 Oh, | — (eried ſhe, when "0 
Brother · in · law repeated to her the Depo- 
« ſition of Marianne) Oh, Woman unworthy 
of the Light, dete ſted Monſter, ſent from 
Hell to be my deſtruQion ! What reward 
doſt thou promiſe thyſelf for thy infamous 
«© falſhbood? Is it my Life thy wicked Ma- 
« lice aims at? Alas, it is now grown in- 
different to me, Grief would probably have 
done thy Work, but that does not content 


< thee? I muſt dye upon a Scaffold, and my 


Fame muſt be murdercd as well as my Per- 
< ſont? Proſecute, Wretch, thy cruel Scheme, 
© the filent Teſtimony of a clear Conſcience 
„ ſhall be my Comfort, and the Review of 


© a Life free from Reproach my Defence. 


Monſieur de Rerci could not hear this af- 


ng Apoſtrophe to that infamous Slan- 
derer, 
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deter, without Tears, and Execrations. Te 
Counteſs expreſſed a grateful Ac knowledg- 
ment for the Intereſt he took in her 'Mis- 
fortunes. She then deſu ed him to ſend the 
Chevalier des E urs to het, and as ſoom as be 
entered ber Apartment, the related to bim 
all that ber Brother-in-law had told hes, 
concerning the wwicked Marianne and her 
own impending Danger. 


The Chevalier was in Agonies at the Re- 
cital of ſo horrid a Calumny. His Rage 
at the Aſperſions caſt upon the Counteſs, 
and his Terrors at what might be the 
Conſequence of them, made him appear 
like one diſtracted, he traverſed the Chamber 
with. a furious Pace, forgetting that ſhe was 
preſent, and caſting up his Eyes to Heaven, 
ſeemed to upbraid it for permitting. ſuch 
Virtue to ſuffer. But tecollecting himſelf at 
length, he approached the Counteſs with a 
calmer air, and aſked her what in the preſent 
Exigence ſhe reſolved to do, begging her to 
command him freely whoſe Life was wholly 
devoted to her Service, 


The Counteſs who had taken her Reſo- 
lution, replied with great .compoſure, that 
her Innoceace was her Security, and that ſhe 
would ſtand her Trial. 5 


The Chevalier who had not expected ſuch 
Firmneſs, was at firſt loſt in Aſtoniſhment 
and Admication ; but anxious for her Safety, 

pay and 
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* 


and judging that there was no Time to loſe, 
ke repreſented to her, that ſhe ought not to 
e Life ſo precious, to the precarious 


. 


udgments of Men often unjuſt, avd cruel. 
ladam de Berci alledged that her Flight 
would give her the Appearance of Guilt, that N 
ſhe would rely entirely upon her Innocence, ; 
and the Interpoſition of Providence, and 
wait patiently for the Event of ſuch an un- 
deſet ved Accuſation. 1 


The Chevalier. finding her determined to 
expoſe herſelf to all the 8 that threat- 
eped her, was almoſt diſtracted, he threw 
bimſelf at her Feet and with Tears conjured 
her to take Meaſures for preſerving herſelf; 
but ſhe, unmoved with all he could ſay, ob- 
ſtinately perſiſted in het Reſolution to ſuffer 
the horrors of Confinement in a dreadful 

Priſon, the inſamy of a publick Trial, and 
the Agony of a ſhamefu} Death, if ſuch was 

her Lot, and with abſolute Reſigoatic n to the 
will of Heaven drink e Gut that 
was prepared for her, e DON 


But at the fame Time that the Counteſs 
thus fearlefly braved her own Fate, ſhe 
'trembled at the Danger of a Man ſo deſer- 
vedly dear to her, Me e him to fly 
4 and leave her to the Protection of Heayen; tlie 
1 "Chevalier declared that he would Mate "her 
5 Fate, whatever tha: might be; Madam 4“ 


| Berci intreated, wept, all was in vain, She 

then aſſumed an Appearance of Rage, and 
| ? Ns T4. * 6 „ 3 fo t# 4 . .- wet? "threa EY 
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threatened' never to'pard6n'bim, if be refred 
to give her this laſt Proof of his obedience 
to her Will: even this was ine ffectual. At 
taft ſhe told bim that her Intereſt required 
he ſhould be fafe and at liberty, that te 
mighi de able to affiſt her, if her Enemies 
ſhould bring Things to Extremity. 


2 laſt Thought made ſome Impreſſon 
upon the Chevalier, he conſidered that if he 
ſhould ſuffer himſelf to be taken, the Count 
of Pelan's friends would not fail to u'ge the the 
King to have the Sentence he hz 
nounced executed n him, ſo that the 
Counteſs would de effe Qtually deprived of all 
the Aſſiſtance he was able to give her, he 
had many great and powerful Friends, all of 
whom he could 'engage in the Intereſts of 
Madam de Berci, while he continued free, 
but when he was once in cuſtody would have 
enough to do to procure his Pardon for the 
Death of the King” s Favourite. He there- 
fore agreed to the Counteſs's Propoſal, de- 
termining within himſelf to die with her if 
. failed in his endeavours to fave her. 


18% Madam, ſaid he, with Tears in 
0 "his es, in Obedience to your Commands : 
© as lhe as I can de uſeful to you my Life 
* wilt be worth my Care, and when it ceaſes 
to be fo, I know how to die; he kiſed her 
Hand as he pronounced theſe words, and hur- 
rying out of her Apartment, met the two 
Matquiſſes de Saint-Sauveur, who were come 
| haſtily 
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haſtily to ſce the Counteſs ; the Chevalier em- 
braced them affectionately, and recommend- 
ing Madam de Berci to their tender Cares, 

retired to the Houſe of a faithful Friend, where 
he determined to wait the Effect of her Reſo- 


lution. | 


He had ſcarce been gone two Hours, when 
he was informed that the Counteſs had been 
arreſted, and, notwithſtanding the vigorous 
Efforts of her Relations to ſave her from ſuch 
an-lgnominy, was conducted to the little Cha- 
telet; ſhe had been torn out of the Arms of 
her Father and the young Marchioneſs &: 
Saint Sauucur, who hung upon her, while 
her unhappy Mother ſunk upon the Ground 
in a fainting Fit, at the Sight of the dreadful 
Officers of Juſtice, who came to convey her 
to Priſon. {9 ot am 


Oh! blind and eruel Fortune, ſhall'Virtee 
ever be perſecuted by thee,” and thy ſevereſt 
Malice be exerciſed upon thoſe who moſt de- 
ſerve thy Smiles? * 92021 


When the Counteſs entered the fatal Place 
which was henceforward to be her Habitation, 
the melancholy Gloom, the wretched Furni- | 
ture, the grated Windows, the 'frightful So- 
litude, filled her Mind with Horrors, till chen 
F unfelt; all that Fortitude, the Pride of ſuffer- 
48 ing Virtue, the ſecret Calm of conſcious In- 

= nocence, upon which ſhe had depended, were 
| too little to ſupport ber under ſuch dreadful 


Circum- 
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Circumſtances. She had now none of that 


boaſted Courage left, which had leſſened every 
Trial the could be called to, and made her 
imagiae hetſelf more than equal to them all. 
Filled with Horror and Deſpair, ſhe threw 
her ſtreaming Eyes around the miſerable 
Room, ſurveying it with diſtracted Eagerneſa, 
then ſinking upon a Chair, and giving a looſe 
to the Anguiſh that op 
her Hands, and ſtruck ber groaning Breaft. 
Where art thou now, unhappy Wretch ? 
« cried the; is thy once ſplendid Fortune re- 
© duced to this; an Inmate of a horrid Priſon, 
« confounded with the vileſt Criminals, 
« branded with horrid Crimes, and threaten- 
ed with a ſhameful Death? Ah, my deareſt 


Lord, purſued ſhe, was not the Remem- 


© brance of thy unhappy Fate ſufficient to 
« aflit me, but I muſt be charged with 
being the Author of it? Juſt Heaven, let 
me not and Fault with thy Decrees, ſuffer 
not my rebellious Heart to murmur at my 


© undeferved Woes, let me ſubmit with Pa- 


« tience to my Deſtiny; and fince I have 
© lived with nnocence, let me dic with 


© Reſignation.” 


The Woman Who had been appointed'Yo 


attend the Counteſs, rather indeed to be 2 


Spy upon her Behaviour, than to do her Ser- 


vice, could not hear this affecting Language 


without Tears. The Youth and Beauty of 


Madam de Berci had the Moment ſhe be- 
held her, excited her Compaſſion, and _ 
Nis | bly 


preſſed her, ſhe wrung 


Death was not what ſhe dreaded, ber Miſe- 
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fy removed that Prejudice which Ihe had 
chnceiyed® againſt a Woman charged wich 
black *a Crime; ſhe could not look on 
her, and imagine her capable of Cruelty, the 
could not heai her, and believe her a kt 
crite. After two or three Days Attendance 
upbn her, ſhe diſcovered fo'mwueh/ unaſſected 
Piety in ber Behaviour, ſuch Gentlenefs of 
Manners, ſuch perfect Reſignation, and ſuch 
a calm, yet ſteady Courage, as perſuaded her 
ſhe was wholly innocent. pPazuud | 5: 


Madam de Berci ſoon perceived, this Woman 
bad. entertained favourable Thoughts of ber: 


her extreme Affiduity to oblige her, the ten- 


der Concern ſhe expreſſed for her Misfortunes, 
drew from the grateful Counteſs Acknow- 


ledgments that entirely won her Heart. The 


Unfortunate. are ever ready to over-rate' the 
Benefits they receive, becauſe they are unex- 
zxeGted : Madam de Berci, alth ſhe ſhewed 
erſelf grateful in the higheſt Degree, yet had 
a Dignity in ber Manner which enhanced 
the Value of her Condeſcenfions. The Exi- 
gencies of her Situation required that ſhe 
ſhould court the Friendſhip of this Woman, 
and ſhe ſucceeded without Difficuley, © and 
without Humiliation : the Horrors of her 
Confinement were in ſome Degree modefated 
by this Incident; but the Shame and Diſ- 
grace ſhe ſuffered, and the Uncertainty of 


what might be her Fate, innocent as ſhe'was, 


was ſufficient to overwhelm her with Sorrow. 


ries 


—— 2, 
ries had made Liſe hateſul 2. 2 
loaded with Jofamy, to 5 9 
an-Exeeutioners upon a public Senf 
ed with the Crimes of Ae ans L 
ſhocked het almost to Madacls. 
> D11917 &. #7 TEC: 2 ® 
: Aſter.a Week's Impriſooment, the _— 
— entered ſuddenly into ber Cham 
ber, in order to interrogate her: (he trembled- 
at firſt at the Sight of this auſtere Magiſtrate : 
the Thoughts of beiug obliged to anſwer like 
a Criminal, in a Poſture fo unworthy of her 


ern. tic ker into ſome 
Conſuſion: bet here her Piety came % her 
Aid tbe humbled he: (: (f. under the chaſtiſing 
Hand of the Ahnigbty, aud, with 2 ſe 
Submiſſion to bis WW ill, ſuffered ths igno- 
minious Kamin tion; he conieſſed the Ad- 
vent use of the Foreſt, and the interview ſhe 
had. had. with tbe Chevalict des Lars in the 
Callie of #ranplan,: but ſhe took God to Wit- 
nels fos the Innocence of her Intentions, ne 
het Conduct. The Judge, aſter taking 
Canfeflion in writing, Which he read t to Co 


aud ſhe ſigned, withdrew. 


by * 1 the Countch of * nor Marianne 
had made any mention of Ferague, in their 
Fe, nations that Aſlaſſin was care ſully con- 


aedia Paris in the Houſe of one of his 
nga Relations. He. ſtaid there far ſome Da 2 
te ee. at Tura the Aﬀaic would take; but 
tough be found bimſelf in Safety, he was 
| Luxtuſey,,, vith, * Stings, of his own * 


of OL, . 
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This Man was a Gentleman by Birth: be 

had not hitherto committed any flagrant 
Crimes; the Terror he was in, leſt the Re- 
putation of his Miſtreſs ſhould be blaſted, 
made him deſperate, he found he could not 
diſengage himſelf from the Count, who held 
him faſt, and called aloud for Lights; his Si- 
tuation gave him not Time for Reflexion, it 
was neceſſary he ſhould ſpeedily eſcape for the 
Preſervation of his own Life and his Miſtteſs's 
Honour, and he could no other ways effect it 
than by ridding himſelf of the Count; guided 
by a ſudden Impulſe, be ſtabbed him with 
his Poignard, but aimed the Stroke at the 
Arm which held him, the unfortunate Count 
received it in his Breaſt ; and Verague fled full 
of Horror at the Action he had committed, 
and Fear of the Conſequences. When be 
found, that the Counteſs of Berci and the 
Chevalier des Effars were accuſed of the Mur- 
der of the Count, his Heart was touched with 
Remorſe, but he had neither Fortitude nor 
Generolity enough to clear their Innocence, 
by confefling himſelf the Aſſaſſin of that un- 
lappy Nobleman. Ile could not, however, 
endure to be in a Place which every Moment 
recalled to him the Remembrance of his 
Crime, for which two innocent Perſons wee 
perfecuted; he was apprehenſive likewiſo, 
that Marianne, terrified at the fatal Conſe- 
quences of her Guilt, would endeavour to re- 
pair the Miſchieſs ſhe had been the Cauſe of, 
and would deliver him up to Juſtice: but he 
judged” too favourably of that | hardened 
Lib | „E 117 
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Wretch, the Per ſecution lie faw the Countch 
fuffer, gratified her Malice, while it ſecuey 
her Safety, She could never forgive her For 
the ſevere Reproaches ſhe made her on ac- 
count ef her Amour with Ferague, and for 
the Reſolution ſhe had taken to diſmiſs her 
from her Service. | „„ 


It is one of the greateſt Triumphs of Vice 
to behold Virtue in Diſtreſs. Afartane exult- 
ed in her own Mind over her ſuffering Lady, 
and hardened | herſelf in her Crime by 1c 
f:Ring 'on tlie Advantages ſhe had now over 
that ſcrupulous Virtue, which, rather than 
wink at her Failings, had expoſed its Owner, 
though innocent, to all the Conſequences of 
detected Guilt, But Vtraguc, who had not 
even truſted her with the Place of his Con- 
cealment, did not know th: full Extent of 
bis Wickedneſs, and was ignorant of his on 
Security”: he therefore reſolved to leave Pa- 
#it, and” fhelcer "himſelf in England ; but 
Change of Place could bring no Relief to the 
Tortures of his Mind, the Blood be had 
ſhed baunted his Imagination with Horrors, 
which made that Life he feared to loſe, in- 
fupportable to him, and the Dangers the in- 
nocent Counteſs was expoſed to through bis 

Crime, gave new Stings to 2 Conſcience ſui- 
ficientiy wounded before. | VEP 


The Lieutenant Criminal was 'extremels 
concerned to find that the Chevalier des E 
fart" liad eſcaped his Vigilance : the ftridteft 
ö L 2 | Search 
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imaginable. was made for him; but to 
Jurpoſe x be was perſectly ſafe in the Aſy- 
lum he had choſe, but devoured with Melan- 
choly, and a Prey to the moſt bitter Reflec- 
tions, the Murder of his F tiend, the Suffer 
ings, of his beloved Counteſs, were never out 
of his Thoughts, and almoſt mee his 
Reaſon. 731 20 | 
and! 1 0 * 83 
; Madam 45 as who poſſeſſed more * 
Delicacy and Greatnefs of Mind than balf 
her * had never, when preſſed by her 
Brother · in- la to receive Mariann in- 
10 her Service, taken the leaſt Notice o him 
of the Cauſe for which ſhe had diſmiſſod her. 
he therefore was wholly ignorant. of her In- 
trigue with Ferague. She was ſilent like- 
wiſe upon that Head when ſhe was interro- 
gated. by the Lieutenant Criminal: her Ago- 
nies, when ſhe beheld her Lord wouaded to 
Death, and weltering in his Blood, were: too 
great to ſuffer her Attention to 
to obſerve the conſcious Look be gave A- 
rianne, and the Confuſion it cauſed in that 
wicked Girl. At times indeed ſhe had ſome 
Suſpicions of the Truth, but as they were only 
Suſpicions, ſhe did not think herſelf au- 
- thenized to accuſe any one. Her Pride ſug- 

geſted to ber likewiſe, that ſhe ſhould Jovel 


elf with her infamous Servant, to getort 


Scandal for Scandal, ſince ſhe had no Means 
of proving her Aſſertions, and MAariamne bad 
the Advantage of having firſt acouſed ! her, 
- which ſhe thought would render every thing 


. * 


* 4 
IM 


ubs ; ef BW 280 
fhe' afterwards ſaid, ſuſpected j this falſe Rea · 
| ſaving was the Source of all her Miſeties: Hs 
ſhe diſcovered her vile Woman's Amout with 
Vegi; ba Flight, with ſeveral other con- 
curving Circumſtances, would have made him 
known have been the Author of her Lotd's 
Aff Hush N bet The hetſ. if was vgnD Unt bf 
"bis having left France, and as none of her Fi- 
mily knew of his Connexion with Marianne, 
it was a Circumftance” not attended to b 
them, and if not by them, no other Perſol 
nad any Concern in it. Madam 4 Berti 
tro ſtiag her Juſtification ro Providence, con- 
boled herſelf with the Conſciouſheſs of her In- 
noct ce ; and in her Piety and Reſignation 
to the Will of Heaven, ſound a Support that 
enabled her to undergo her Aſflictions. 


Mean time the Chevalier never one Mo- 
ment forgot the lovely Priſoner: as he could - 
not ſolic it ber Caufe openty, he engaged all 
his Friends in her Iatereſt; the Ardor and 
- Zeal with which they undertook her Defence, 
were ſo much the greater, as they were con- 
uinced of her Innocence, and that of their 
Friend; even the Public, though often very 
- unjuſt in its Cenſures, could not be perſuaded 
that this brave Man was capable of commit- 
ting a Crime, ſo unworthy of his Courage, his 

- Gencroſity; and his Birth, thoſe only who 
weite Strangers to his Fame and his great 

_ Qualities, and the Friends of the Count of 
'Polan, whom he had killed in his laſt Duel, 

trie 9 4 = i 'L 3 : | £ were 


Fi 
i 
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wcre capable of ſaying that N Auchor 
vi io en an A Les. 


The two F we re 
inconceivably afflicted for the Misſortunes 
of the Counteſs; but her Mother and her 
new. Siſter-in-law were in a Condition truly 
)itiable: the Sorrow of that tender Friend 
or the undeſerved Sufferings of Madam de 
Berci was equal to that of her who: had _ 
her Birth. Under what fatal Auſ 
Hymen lighted his Torch for her? Ele Ng — | 
tials reſembled a Funeral rather than a Bridal 
Solemnity:: Tears, Groans, and agonizing 
Aprehenlions leſt no room for Love or Joy. 
None of the Relations of Madam de Berci en- 


tertained the ſlighteſt Suſpicion of her Virtue; 


they were alike convinced of the Honour and 
Probity of the Chevalier ; they knew where 
he lay concealed, and often viſited him, to 
lament the hard Fate of the innocent — 
and to concert, Meaſures 1 her Relief. 


That unfortunate Lady was not allowed the 
Conſolation of ſeeing her Friends; her Father 
and Mother were denied Permiſſion to viſit her. 
Yet amidſt this complicated Miſery, her Mind 
was compoſed, her Behaviour expreſſed a calm 
and decent Sorrow, and in that the Death of 
her Lord had greater Part than her on Diſ- 


grace and Danger. 


Tne old Marquis de Saint Saxveur, although 
he 155 a great Opinion of his Daughter's Vir- 


tue, 


rad tbe Counteſs of Buri. 2323 


tue, and the higheſt-Veneration ſor the Che- 
_ valier des Effars; yet was greatly ſurprited, 
when he was informed of the Circumitances 
of Mariann Depohtion, concerning the 
Chevalier's Paſſion for his Daughter; Heres 
ſolved to get ſome Explanation of this Mat- 
ter from (him: for which Purpoſe he went 
alone to viſit bim one Day; and entering 
immediately upon the Point, he told him, 
that the enly Circumſtance which made bis 
ter s Innocence doubtful, were the vio- 
ent Preſumptions fotmed againſt her by rhe 
Judges on account of the Paſſion he was faid 
to have entertained ſor her, and which was 
proved by the Depoſitions of the Cons 
Brother and her Woman. | 


The Gender was in ſome little Confus 
ſion at this Diſcourſe ; he bluſned, and caſt 
down his Eyes, for a few Moments he Was 
ſilent, and in terrible Uncaſmeſs. The old 
Marquis, in great Agitations, preſſed him to 
ſpeak : the Chevalier diſdained a Lie, re · aſ- 
himſelſ therefore in a Moment, he rc- 
plied with that Confidence which is always 
the Companion of Innocence, and Rectitude 
— 


* — my Lord, Ido love the Coun- 
6 — of Brrci, your Daughter ; loved her 
+ before I knew her unfortunate Lord, whoſe 


Death you cannot more ſincerely lament 
than I do. Her Beauty charmed me while 


ec a Aa. 
4 
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add when I knew it, her Wiſdom and Vir- 


| > 2a rivetted my Chains. She might po ſſibly 


*: have'been ignorant of this Paſſion till now, 
£ had Ir not diſcovered it by my Complaints 
ain the Foreſt of Brauplen. 1 Wd not imagine 
„ Jcould be overbeard amidſt the Solitude of 
$/that'vait Foreſt: I freely diſbur thened my 
Heart; and Chance the Counteſs 
and ber Brother - in-law within Hearing. 
That young Lord for his Siſter's Juſtifica- 

tion, ought to have temembered that I ex- 
preſſed the ſincereſt Friendſhip» 4or the 
Out, which: my Actions have ſince 
proved: that I trembled leſt my involun · 
51 tary::Paſhon - ſnould offend the Virtue I 
© adored ;| and that I hoped for no other Re- 
ward than her Compaſſion, I acknowledge 
© farther, that I once had a private Interview 
© with the Counteſs in the Caſtle of Beauplan - 
< ſhe granted me this Favour, in Conſidera- 
tion of the Service I had the good For- 
tune to do you. I bad no Intention of 
making a Merit with her by that Service, 
as you, my Lord, well know, by my Soli- 
citude to conceal my Name, Madam 4. 
© Sera ſaw me indeed, but it was to reprove 
me for my miſplaced Love; ſhe convinced 
me I could never hope to obtain any Fayaur 
of bes inconſiſtent with the, ſtricteſt Duty 
and -tendereſt Affection to ber Lord; and 
hat is more, the brought me myſelf to de- 
te no other, to be contented with, ber 
Friendſhip, and to aim at no higher Satis- 
: faction than the Glory of ſerving her. Lord, 


© and 


. 
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„and giving ber ſuch Prooia of my Paſſion, 


+/ as. the ſeveteſt Virtue muſt not only not 


<.condemn, but approve. Is it poſſible, that 
+ the Judges ſhould reflect upon the whole 
Tenor of my Conduct with regard to the 
«+, Count of Berri, yet impute his Murder td 
+ me? Was it probable, that I would take 


—_ Voyage to Africa, in which I run che 


« Riſque of being delivered up to the Laws of 
« my Country, which I had offended by kil- 
6 1 Count of Pelan, or of being made 
« a Slave myſelf, to deliver the Count ſrom 
his Fetters, only to become his Aﬀaſſin ? 
Did 4 expoſe my Life, to fave his, at the 
Siege of Offend, only to deprive him of it 
« by 2 Midnight Murder' when I returned 
+ into France? Ahl my Lord, do me the 
« Juſtice to believe that I mention not theſe 
« Things with any other View but to clear 
the Innocence of the Counteſs, and to de- 

fend my own [Honour from the * Cen- 
(lures that have been caſt upon it. Von Star 
+-thar-gilds the Firmament, is not clearer than 
«your Daughter's Virtue, nor more ſpotleſs 
«:than her Mind, He who reads Hearts, who 
© knows our Thoughts as they riſe ſponta- 
© neous in the Mind, can witneſs how pure 
„ mine have been with 


© $611 for that-victuous L 


nal, if it had ſuggeſted baſe Defires, I ſhould 
© have rejoiced at the Captivity of her Lord, 
aud not have expoſed myſelf to Slavery to 
{ redecm him; to fave him from Death, I 
(ns of L 5 © ſhould 


ac regard to the Counteſs 
* your Daughter. Ah! oy Lord, if my Paſ- 
y had been crimi- 
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© ſhould not have run between him and his 
Enemies, and received the Strokes aimed at 
< his, upon my own Breaſt.” | | 


Dear Chevalier, interrupted the old Mat- 
Ae convinced by the Force of theſe Ren- 
© ſons, forgive me for the Neceſſity I have laid 
you under of defending that Honour and Ge- 
1 wore of which my whole Family has had 


* ſuch ſtriking Proofs ; I am alhamed that I 


© have for one Moment ſuffered a Doubt to 


« riſe in my Mind concerning your Love for 
my Daughter: that Love 'muſt have been 
© honourable and pure; for mean and baſe 
© Paſſions could never have a Place in ſuch a 
© noble Mind. Once more forgive me, and 
© allow me to hope that I have not forteited 


L neſs.” 


- The Chevalier made no other Anſwer than 
a ftrit Embrace to which the old Marqu's 


had invited him, as he uttered theſe laſt 
Words, by opening his Arms, and going 
towards him. Tears of Joy and Tenderneſs 
fell from the Chevalier's Eyes at the reco- 
vered good Opinion of the Father of her, 
whom he ſo religiouſly adored ; but theſe pleaſ- 


ng Emotions ſoon gave Way to others, cau- 


ſed by the Remembrance of the Counteſs's 
Sufferings, They conferred together upon 
what Meaſures were proper to be taken to 


remove the Prejudices of the Judges: but all 
their Efforts were to no Purpole, the ſup- 


poſed 


your Friendſhip by this Trial of your Good- 


N 
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the Support they would have given. 


Rage, Deſpair, and Angaiſm © which 788 


poſed Amour between the Chevalier and the 
Counteſs, gave every Thing fo black an Ap- 
pearance on the Side of the Lovers, that 
thoſe Magiſtrates iſſued an Order for Madam 
de Bereits being put to the Queſtion to force 
her to reveal what ſhe knew of the Aſfifina- 
tion of her Lord. h _—_— 


When this News was brought to the 


Family de Saint-Sauveur, the Grief they had 


litherto ſuffered on account of her Tmprifon- 
ment was ſo light to that they now felt that 
they thoughe they had never been miſerable 
til now, the whole Houſe was filled with 
Cries and Lamentations, the unhappy Mother 
beat her groaning Breaſt, and proſtrate on 
the Ground in agoniſing Sorrow, beſeeched 
Heaven to have Mercy upon her Child. But 
the unfiniſhed Prayer ſcarce paſſed her Lips 
when the Image of her Daughter's threatned 
Pains, riſing to her tortured Imagination, 
her Grief roſe up to frenſy, wildly ſhe tent 
her reverend Hairs, and wrung her Hands, 
caſting by Intervals her ſtreaming Eyes to 
Heaven, from whence ſhe only hoped Relief: 
the young Marchionefs in the Arms of her 
Woman, fell into fucceflive Faintings that 
made them tremble for her Life, the two 
Marquifſes 4 Saint Sauveur, endearourel to 
cofifole' the Ladies, but wanted themſelves 


? * 


„Bie e Words can deſcribe de Nes 
Poſ- 
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--'Pofſcfhon of the Chevalier's Soul at the 
dreadful News, the very Idea of torturing 
chat lovely Frame, drove him almoſt. to 
Diſtraction, he could not bear to think her 
Ear had been wounded with the ignominious 
Sentence z regardleſs oſ his Safety he quittc 
Ri Retreat and flew to his on Hotel, Ware 
the Marquis de Saint · Sauurur, and his Fa- 
miiy {till reſided. The Sight of his afflict c 
Friends gave him up for a few Moments to 
-Teats : .. they could not ſpeak to each other, 
no one could bear to mention the bor: i: 
Sontence. The Chevalier at length recollect- 
! - jug himſelf, and ſtarting) as if newly awake 
om a ſriglitful Dream, approached the 
wyretched Mother and taking her Hand wit! 
A Countenance and Tone of Voice, that 
darted a Ray of Comfort into her Soul, thus 


Heaven, Madam, has inſpired me with 
a Deſign which may relieve the Counteſe, 
and reftore you tranquility, ſuſpend your 

© +: Grief for a few Days and depend upon 

Ait, I will ave her or periſhin the Attempt.” 
The old Marchioneſs could only preſs his 
Hand, and by an ardent Ejaculation, implote 

the Aſſiſtance of Heaven upon hi Enter- 

prise, the Chevalier then taking the two 

Marquiſſes aſide, told them that it being 

now near the End of Advent it was pro- 

dable the ignominious Sentence might 
put in Execution before Chri/tmas,. he there- 
fore deſired he would ſolicit the King, won | 


* 
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off by his Authority, the Deciſion of theProctſs, 
till after T welfth-night. In great AfiQtions it 
is natural for the Mind to 2 any 
thing that affords the leaſt Probabiliey! of 
Reliet: the well known Courage of the Che- 
valier, his cnterprizivg Temper, and the 
Prudence and Fortitude which he poſſeiſſed 
in 2 very bigh Degree, gave ſuch Force: to 
his Aſſurances, that he would deliver ——_ 
Counteſs from her Conftnement, —ů— 
the Loſs of his Liſe, if that ſhort val 
could be obtained, that they readily, and not 
without ſome Degree of Hope, and Comfort, 
undertook, to procure, by the Mediation of 
their Friends, the required Delay. In Effect, 
the King, whoſe Indulgence for the charm- 
ing Sex, made up a great Part of his Charac- 
ter, was prevailed upon to interpoſe his Au- 
thority, to procure the unhappy Counteſs 

this ſhort Relief. The Chevalier was over- 
joyed, and immediately began to execute the 
pay 4a he had formed, 


+ Between the little Chatelet and the Bridge 
there is a Street inhabited only by Butchers, 
| whither no one comes but ſuch as have Oc- 
cCaſion to purchaſe Meat, becauſe it is not a 
Thoroughiare. The Chevalier, having long 


q beo been informed that the Chamber in 


urhich the unfortunate Counteſs was confined, 
loaked into this Street, had, upon that Cir- 
cumſtance, laid the Foundation of his Defign. 
Having put on a plain Dreſs, and turned up 
— his own fine Hair under a Wig, which ſerved 


for 
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for à tolerable Diſguiſe, he went very early 
Mm the Morning to this little Street, as at that 
Hour there was no Probability that any one 
would come to buy Proviſions: he walked 
Ifurely down it to take a View of the Situa- 
tion of the Cobnteſs's Priſon, and obſerved 
that 4 Grate of the Chatelet looked upon a 
Window 'of à Houſe which was fo near it, 
that there was only the Breadth of that 
Street between them; the Grate was in- 
deed a little higher than the Window. The 
Chevalier was approaching this Houſe, when 
he obferved that the Miſtreſs of it was em- 
ployed in opening her Shop; the Woman, 
frock with his Air and Mien, notwithſtand- 
ing the Plainneſfs of his Dreſs, was ſurpriſed 
to fee a Perſon whom the concluded to be ct 
ſome Rank, at that carly Hour, in an unfre- 
quented Street. But the Chevalier did not 
give her Time to make many reflections; 
he accoſted her with great Civility, and told 
h-r it was in her Power to do hin 4 ve. 
conſiderable Service, which he would not fal 
to reward generouſiy, and, as an Earneft of 
what he would farther do for her, in Cafe ſhe 
was ſo good as to affiſt him, he begged ſhe 
would accept that Trifle, ſaying which he put 
a Purſe that contained fifty Crowns, in her 
Hand. The Woman was aſtoniſhed at the 
Value of fuch a Preſent, which conciliated 
her good Will, even more than the inſinuating 
Perſon and Addreſs of the Chevalier, though 
Beauty never fails to have its 3 
29 * nr Urnen Fit 
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with that Sex. She deſired him to come in, 
and Was prudent enough not to let him ſtaud 
in the Shop, for fear of Obſervation ; for ſhe 
found her Intereſt engaged in this ſtrange 
Geatleman's Buſineſs, whatever it might be, 
and that made her extremely wary. The 
Chevalier joyfully accepted of her Invitation; 
he followed her into the little Room ſhe led 
to, and after prefacing his Story with ſore 
Praiſes of her Benevolence, which he accom- 

anied with a Salute and a gentle Preffure of 

et Hand, that extremely prepoſſeſſed her in his 
Favour ; for Women in her low Claſs think 
themſelyes highly honoured by ſuch Sort of 
Notice, from Men of the Rank the Cheva- 
ler appeared to be; he told her, that in the 
Chatelet there was Priſoner a Lady who was 
a near Relation of his; that he had the Ma- 
nagement of her Affairs, but that ſhe had 
| been fo cloſely confined for ſome Time paſt, 
that he had not been able to give her any In- 
formations concerning her Proceſs, nor to re- 
ceive any Inſttuctions from her, all which 
was extremely prejudicial to her Cauſe. He 
aſſured her, that the Favour he required of 
her, could be productive of no Inconvenience 
either to her or her Huſband, it being only 
to lend him for two or three Days a Room in 
her Houſe that was oppoſite to the Grate ; 
the Uſe be intended to make of it, he ſaid, 
was to convey a Letter to his diſtreſſed Rela- 
tion, to give her Notice of ſomething which 
was of the utmoſt Conſequence to her Safety, 
He concluded, with aſſuring her, that if God, 
e _ through 


21 The Hifddy'of the-Ghro, d Kar: 


through ber Aſſiſtance, ſhould enable him, as 
be hoped, «to juſtify the Innocence of Ve La- 
dy, he would give her a much more conſider- 
Prodf of his Gratitude thas ke Babes 
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paſſionate, they are always ready to affiſt any 
one in the Circumſtances the Chevalier 54 


ſcribed this Lady to be in, when it is to coſt 


them nothing, but when for that Aſſiſtance 
Gratuities ſo conſiderable as the Chevalier's 
Preſent, are offered, there is nothing but 


hat may be expected from weir b deen 


feiouſneis. The Woman, won 
ſhe had in Hand, and the ET Hopes of 
a much greater, offered the Chevalier not on- 
ly that Room, but her whole Houſe, if it 
could be of any Service to him, auring hun 
ſhe would keep his Secret faithfully, which 
the Chevalier, having engaged het ſo far in 
his Intereſts, had no Reaſon to doubt. She 
immediately to make good her Pra» 
miſes, and conducted the Chevalier into the 
Room he deſired to be ſhewn to. The Huſ- 
band, upon hearing them there, ran to fee 
who was with his Wife. She was young, and 


tolerably handſome : his Jealouſy was awaken - 


ed at the Sight of a fine Gentleman in Con- 
ference with her, and he did not fait to 
give ſome Marks of his Diſſatisſact:on, but 


this laſted no longer than till he was informed 


of the Occaſion of ſuch a ſuſpeRed Vilit ; the 


Sight of a Crowns inſtantly * the 
loud 
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—— and he ſutpaſſed his Wale - 
in-Civilty, intreating the Gentleman to be- 
aflured-that himſelf and all he had was at hie 
Seevice. At any other Time the Cherslier 
would have ſmiled at ſuch a ſudden Tranſition 
from Diſguſt to a Proſuſion of Kindneſles ; 
but the lmportante of: his De ſiga ſiliad all bis 
Thought. The Butcher told bun, that . 
Chamber whict had that Grate in it, us 
the beſt in the Chatelet, where: only Per- 
ſons of Quality were uſed to be conſined s 
and that he believed there was at preſont in it 
2 Lady of Diſtinction, — of 
being concerned with a Galant in the Alas 
ſination of her Huſband. The Chevalier could 
not help ſighing at theſe Words, but recol- 
lecting himſelf, he defired the Man with 
eat Compolure, to bring him the neceſſias y 
— for writing, his only View being to 
convey a Letter to the Hands of his Min- 
woman. The Butcher flew to get him What 
he wanted, and the Chevalier having ſiniſhed 
his Letter, ſaſtened it to a ſmall Cord, 2 — 
ther with a little Inkhorn, ſome Paper, 
Pen. The Grate was double - barred, and very 
cloſe, he ſaw it would be very 4 cult to to 
throw in this little Packet, however he fluog 
it ſeveral times, directing it as near as poſſible 
to the Mark, at laſt it had the good Fortune to 
eater ; he let go the Packthread, that the 
Counteſs. might draw it all in through this 
Grate. That unhappy Lady was upon ber 
Kaees juſt oppoſite to it; ſhe ſaw ſomething 
3 N and her ide de- 
ing 
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ing heated with the Fervency of her Devo- 
tion, ſhe concluded that Heaven had hea: 
her Prayer, and had fear her Comfort,” She 
took up the Packet immediately, and drew in 
the reſt of the Packthread, which was hang- 
ing on the Outſide of her Chamber. Ihe 
Paper, the Inkhorn, and the Pen, which the 
ſaw tied up all together, ſurpriſed her at firſt; 
for the Confuſion of her Thoughts were fo 
great that ſhe could not gueſs for what Rea- 
ſon thofe Ihings were ſent her: but when 
ſhe opened the Chevaliet's Letter, her Appre - 
henſion was a little enen It contained 
thelg Words : | 


© Mapan, 


© Although I would ſacrifice my Life, to 
* free you — the ſmalleſt Uneaſineſs, yet 
at preſent I rather chuſe to increaſe your 
© Grief, by informing you of the Dangers 
with which you are threatened, than loſe, 
ol N my Silence, the Means of delivering 
from them. But, ah! Madam, how can 
+ Ewrice the Words? You are to be ſentenced 
immediately after Twelſth- night. Your Cou- 
rage, your Fortitude, your glorious Reſig- 
© nation, what will they all avail you againſt 
© the cruel Fate that is preparing for you. Nut 
«cannot, will not, biot a Paper, which I hope 
will reach your lovely Hands, with the ab- 
© hiorred Sentence. Let me conjure you, Ma- 
© dam, by the heart · breaking Sorrows of your 
< wretched Mother, by your Father's An- 


6: <a the Tears of your new Siſter, the 
Diſtreſs 
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Diſtteſs of your noble Brother, by the As- 
fiction of all your Friends. who take ſuch 
tender Intereſt in your Sufferings, do not 
©, oppoſe my Endeavours to ſet you free. 1 
am authoriſed by your unhappy Parents to 
make ſome Attempt to fave you; oh] be 
not blinded. by falſe Honour to throw away 
+ a Life fo precious. Let me have your 
© Conſent tu deliver you, and hope every 
Thing from Heaven's Aſſiſtance, and my 
+ Zeal to ſerve you. I am now waiting for 
your Anſwer ; as ſoon as have wrote 

© it, throw it out of your Grate, without 
« troubling yourſelf about its Fate, only give 
me Permiſſion, Madam, to fave a Life upon 
© which my own ſo abſolutely depends. 


The Counteſs read this Letter with a Va- 
riety of ſtrong Emotions : her Heart felt an 
involuntary Tranſport at this new Proof of 
_ the-Chevalier's Tenderneis and Conſtancy. 
She well knew his natural Intrepidity, and 
did not doubt but he was capable of under- 
taking any Enterpriſe to preſerve her. That 
good Fortune which had hitherto always at- 
tended him in any hazardous Attempt, ſeem- 
ed to promiſe him Succeſs in this : ſhe could 
not think of being delivered from that Place 
of Horror, without indulging a momentary 
Joy, heigthened with the Reflexion that the 
Man to whom ſhe was moſt willing to be 
obliged, would be her Deliverer. Bot this 
laſt Thought gave Riſe to another, which 
filled ber with Confuſion and nn 

1 e 
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- recolleQed,” that this Deliverer, ſo dea 
to; her, was, in the Opinion of the World, 
he Allaſfin of her Huſband 3 if ſhe accepted 
bis offexed Services, would it not confirm 
at, borrid Suſpicion, ' and de prodoctive of 
angers to both? She could not bear the 
Thought of giving ſuch” a Sanction to the 
vile Reports that were ſpread of a guiity 
Commerce between her and the Chevalier, 
s the flying from her Priſon would do. 
Jo, cried ſhe weeping, let me die with the 
Satisfaction of having done nothing to de- 
ſerve. the cruel Cenfures that have been paſt 
upon me. In yain ſhe endeavoured to fortify 
herſelf againſt the Fears of Death, by a Con- 
ſideration of what ſhe owed her Honour: the 
very Idea of the cruel and ignominious Tor- 
ture ſhe was to ſuffer, overthrew: all her 
Conftancy ; and now wholly engroſſed by 
thoſe Terrors, ſhe reſolved to ſuffer no more 
Scruples to riſe in her Mind, but rather hazard 
the Loſs of her Reputatiou for a httle Fime, 
than loſe it effectually, together. with her 
Life. She had not ſufficiently attended to 
the Force of the Chevalier's former 'Atgu- 
ments againſt her truſting to the Judgments 
of Men, which cannot but be fallible, © She 
had not Time to reflect on the Conſequences 
of the Step ſhe had determined to take. In 
that Entbuſiaſm, inſpired by Innocence and 
Grief, ſhe, braved her Fate, and only ſenſible 
to Diſhonour, feared neither the Horrors of 
a Priſon, nor the threatened Death. Doubt- 
leſs, her Mind had been ſupported with the 
8 Hope 
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Hope that her Innocence would be maniſeſt- 
ed in ſpite of the Malice of her Accuſers, 

that a ſhort Diſgtace would be recompenſed 
by a noble Teſtimony to her Honour. But 
her Situation was now gieatly altered, ber 
Fame was wounded deeply, her Punt 


11 
EY 


was certain, and not far off, * 


One reaſons very differently when a Dan- 
ger is near and unavoidable, from whar one 
does . while it is yet doubtful, and only 
threatens. at a Diſtance, The Love of Life, 
ſo natural to a young and beautiful Woman 
whoſe Heart was filled with the ſoſteſt of all 
Paſſions, repelled every other Thought but 
what tended ta her own Preſervation: ſhe no 
longer deferred taking ber Reſolution, it was 
to live, whatever Conſſiuction the World 
might put upon her Conduct. She made uſe 
of the Materials. the Chevalier had ſent her 
for writing, and anſwered his Letter in the 


ſoLowing, Manner: | 


+» + I will abandon myſelf entirely to your 
© generous Cares and ardent Deſire to ſerve 
me, provided, that after you have delivered 
me from this Place of Horror, you will im · 
£<, mediately-refign me to my Father's Protec - 
tion 3 the Enterprize you have engaged in, 
is generous and noble, but, alas, Cheyaler, 
n is very difficult to execute, but remem- 
her, that I expect you will act with fo 
much Prudence, that while you are endea- 


vouring to preſer ve my Life, you may oot 
»90H * end2n» 
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+: endanger your 
4 ſity of your Cee: in Aﬀairs of this Na- 


5 of Anxiety, till I hear from you *. 


on. Reſtrain the Impetuo- 


© ture the 'Arts of Contrivance are moſt 
Wanted. Adieu, Chevalier. I ſhall be full 


Although the Counteſs had entirely gained 
the Heart of the Woman who had been put 
about her, yet ſhe did not think proper to 
impart her Secret to her fo ſoon, = 2 
told her, that a Friend, who was greatly in- 
tereſted in her Ai et e had kund! cans 
to convey a Letter to her, to comfort her 
under her ſevere Trials. The Pleaſure the 
Woman expreſled at hearing this ſmall Piece 
of good Fortune for the Counteſs, made her, 
with good Reaſon, judge, that when Matters 
were riper ſhe might ſafely engage her Afliſt- 
ance, The Chevalier mean time | ſuffered 
ons Uneaſineſs and Perplexity, while. the 

,ounteſs was employed in deliberating what 
Part ſhe ſhould take; and afterwards, in 
writing her Anſwer, the poor Chevalier, tor- 
tured with Anxiety, planted himſelf at the 
Chamber-window : his Eyes were continually 
turned towards the fatal Grate; he trembled 
leſt he had miſtaken the Room where the 


Counteſs was confhned, and that the Letter 


had fallen into other Hands. But at length, 

after being long racked between Expectation 
and Fear, he faw a Bit of Paper fall into the 
Street, his Heart bounded to his Mouth, with 
trembling Impatience he ran down the 'Stairs 


$2: 00s, "Mou, - but could not come Time 
enough 
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enovgh to prevent 2 Bailift who bad un- 
fortunately entered that Shep to buy ſome 
Meat, from feizing the Paper, which he was 
opening, when the Chevalier approarked um, 
and deſired him very civily to prve- it to him, 
ſaying, it was a Paper he himſe.f had let 
fall. The Bailiff's Curiolity to ſce the Con- 
tents of that Paper, was greatly heightened 
by the apparent Agitation of the Chevalier: 
he was a little flow in returning it; the Che- 
valicr almoſt diſtracted with his Fears of what 
might happen from ſuch an unlucky Circum- 
ſtance, ſtaid no longer to intreat, but ſuaicht 
the Paper out of his Hands, and run away as 
fat as his Legs could carry him, behind the 
Chatelet, on that Side near the Church of 
Notre Dame, with all the other Bailiffs who 
were then at the Barriere, and a confuſed 
Rabble at his Heels, who cried aloud, Stop, ftop 
han, he has killed a Man. This Cry made 
ſeveral! Perſons throw themſelves in his Way, 
and endeavour to ſeize him; but theſe Ene 
mics were not near ſo formidable as thoſe bo- 
hind, he conceived he might eafily terrify 
them by holding his drawn Sword in his 
Hand; and, in Effect, the Sight of it, and 

the Chevalier's threatening Looks, ſo intimi- 
dated them, that not one would venture to 
lay hold on him, but, on the contrary, opened 
him a-Paſſage, through the Coaches and 
Chariots, with which the little Bridge is al- 
ways crouded. He eſcaped thus from the 
Croud, and going through By-fſtreets, he ar- 
rived ſafe at the of tus Friend, "where 
os 42915 vt -« he 


be rend Madam de — Biller win 
finite Satisfaction. 


The Chevalier had not acquainted his 
Friend with his of delivering the 
Counteſo: but he now told i it him, together 
with the Danger he had lately eſcaped. 
Monſieur la Ronvere, for that was the Name 
of this faithful Friend of the Chevaller s, 
blamed him greatly for his Raſhneſs, and 
told him, that he, with Jeſs Danger and 
equal Succeſs, might have tranſacted the Bu- 
ſineſs with the Butcher and his Wife, and 
have conveyed the Letter to and from the 
Lady ſafe. The Chevalier embraced him 
tenderly, and thanking him for bis Zeal, 
repreſented to him, that on this Occeſiou, 
if he attempted to ſerve the Counteſs, and 
was diſcovered, it might create 4 Suſpicion 
that he lay concealed. in his Houſe, and it 
that happened, he ſhould either be appre- 
hended, or obliged to leave Haris to avoid 
it; either of which, in the melaucholy Si- 


tuation the Counteſs was i in, would be worſe 
than Death to him, as it would leave n 


no Poſſibility of affiſting her. 


* But, interrupted W he — 
© in what manner do you propoſe to con- 
< vey Letters to her 1 for it would be 

adneſs to proſecute your, ſormer Scheme. 


: 1 return again to the 
will infallibly have all the Bailiſfe Arn 


„tend with, Td probably the Mob bf 1 
rr 


C Diana your. 
Perſon would be OCT n 


— of. 1 
TEST ano 04 


5 8 ion Ale” 
il [gee ur che e — 
+ attempt-'two- Things, one , to 
< anbther Line to the Counteſs, by the 
if 


«., 


8 
-as before 3 und the other; to 
an Interview. wick che 


procure, 
* (Carnie: of, the Priſon, and try, if, With 


r Jean 
wich him to let the Counteſs eſcape.” 
9 e 
0 ſued the Chevalier with great Emotion, in 
0 ths De al ſhall y 


4 hs 4 cw; Sq ths 18 {1 ba 

2 8 ple Wee ye e 
Fauna Scheme : (But, in order to render: 
© the Succeſs of it leſs uncertain, Gid be, I 
© think it will be neceflary that I ſhould fol- 


low n at a Diſtance, with four or. five 
< Servants well armed, to prevent any Acci- 
© gent 0 you, if you ſhould: be 
= © known;.andi would adviſe you, continued 
m- 6 be, toitake Money with you to give imimng- 
to the * 2 , for you deceive. 
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+, your Propoſals, unless he is ſoſtened by the 


4 Sight, of that perſuaſive Metal. And it is 
* poffible, that, without ſuch a powerful Ad- 


vocate, he may ſeis e yout Perſon ſor tempt- 
0 3 to betray his Tru. I thiok in the 


22 write to the Counteſa, you ſhould 
G © 4c E 


to ſound this Man — iſ the 
« finds him d iſpoſed to ſerve her, to tell bim, 
© that. one of her. Friends to have a 
© Conference with him this Night, cobcern- 


C * ſhe may likewiſc promiſe 


e 

© MO: ry :A it wit 

K him, in caſe he complies. The 

. — will certainiy have a Op- 
pottunity to enter 9 this 
than yow can have, and 
* once begun, y may conclude Naber 
* en 2 


© him @ con 


bs The Chevalier acetaned. of his 38. 


| Advice, and waited wich an ardent Japp- 
tience for the Hour in which he. was to put 
his Project in Executions After a ſhort Din- 
net, be wrote to the Counteſas depending 
upon conveying, it to her in the ſame manner 


ad. he had done in the Morning: be then put 
on ſome ragged Cloaths, torne Stocking*, 


and 8 of Shoes, dne of which 
wanted 2 Heel,, and helped, o give, him 
1 hobbling Gate; 10 abr was all tird 
up under the: miſerable Renting of a Wig 


chat hdd onee been faits hut new looked like 


2 dar red z A largo dlack Patch —_— 
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uf one Side of his Face; ande 3 
whole, he was fo well dilguſed, that kad be 
been met by his moſt inticute! * he 
Lern Nee He 20M kndwn,- ot wh 
5» Y 4 N. 
Ii this Belege he ſerour — the Evening, 
Mlowed at a'Gitknce by tis Fricnd) antbewo 
ſtout Footnen, Phe Chovalicr was nut withi- 
out Apprehenſior of mectiug with ſoche un- 
lucky Accident, Uke that in the Morning, 
and was that he had not beta able to 
take his with him; for lie Was 
IRE with #'little Po; „which be 
-concenled in bis Breaſt. When be hu Aſſe d 
- the Chatelet, We left the Batriere wih e che Bi- 
te fert and on his left Hand, enteted the line 
giert of the Butcher's, leaving his Friend and 
his Set vants to walk Jeifurely between the Ntule 
Bridge and the Entrance to the Street Sr. Jac- 
guss. Ne went immediately to his friendly 
eher, whom he found in great Concern bout 
"wits; they did not know him again till be (p-ke 
_ and overjoyed that he had fo 
rom the — aud the Mob that 
* od tin in the Morning, they con- 
" dodted hin inſtantly to the Chamber, from 
/ whence” be had thrown his former Letter - 
o the Grate, as he did this likewiſe, with 
" equial Suceefs. He deſired the Counteſs in it 
"to prepate: the Turnkey for an Interview' with 
um at Nine o'Clock that Night, and to let 
him know that he ſhuuld receive five hun- 
Ares Crowns - * Hand, and a thouſand 


M 2 moro 


me” 
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more as ſoon as he had delivered up his Pri- 


loner. 1 | 
The Counteſs, whoſe Thoughts had been 
buſied in contriving Means to facilitate her 
Eſcape, ever ſince ſhe had ae the Che- 
valier's 6rſt Letter, had actually hit on the 
ſame Expedient, and had ſounded the Turn- 
key that very Day: be had liſtened to her 
with great Attention and Complacency, but 
had promiſed nothing in particular, he only ex- 
preſſed great Compaſſion for her Misfortunes, 
and , ue to do her, all the. Service 
that was in his Power. Madam 4, Berci 
was. overjoyed to ſee a ſecond Billet ſrom 
the Chevalier fall into her Chamber ;- ſhe was 
ſtill more pleaſed: with the Contents of it, 
and thought it a favourable Circumſtance 
that the Chevalier and herſelf bad made 
Choice of the ſame Scheme to effect. her 
Liberty. She wrote an Anſwer immediately, 
in, which ſhe told the Chevalier, "that. Me 
would give the Turnkey à Preſent when he 
came with her Supper, as uſual, and make 
him the Offers mentioned in his Letter. She 
deſired, him not to come to the-Qhateler till 
Ten o' Clock at Night, at which Hour ſhe 
hoped to prevail upon the Turakey to meet 
by r 
| det, that he might be ready to tak j 
the Countess Billet as LOR, 
fall: he had the good Fortune to ſecure it 
in his Pocket without being perceived. But 
be ſell into another Scrape, which was much 
more 
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more dangerous than the Adventure that hap- 
pened to him in the Morning. 


It was formerly a Cuſtom in Parit, on 
cbriſmas Eve, for a Commiſſary; Arche 
with certain Number of Archers, to Walk 
through the Streets, and take vp p 2 the Poor 
they met, who, duting that ſolemi F cſtivat, 
wete carried by 'F orce, 1 they would not 
voluntatily, to a Place prepared ſor their Re- 
ception, here they were cloathed and ſup- 
org with the Money that was found in the 
| Poe r's Boxes in Churches, and with the Alms 
given by charitable Perſons: The Chevalier, 
as He was tetutning to meet his Friends, was 
met by the Commiſlary and his Guard: Kind 
Archers concluding the Chevalier was a B 
gar, Invited him to follow them, be refu 
and two or three of the Archers laid hold on 
lm, in order to force him roy with them, 
_— at the Folly of the miſerable 


1 o refuſed a} 9 th a Place here 
: he wat re Uogthed and fed for a certam 
Number of Days; the Chevalier finding they 
| * Bee a compel him to accept of this 
Char 3 N them _ ſo much Strength 
grew weary of con- 
rending are? From: ind eſt him at Liberty to 
whete he pleaſed. © His Friend, who at a' 
arice ſaw what paſſed, advanced with his 
two Servants; under Pretence of aſking what 
was the Matter, and favoured the Cheyalier's 
Retreat. In Effect, he happily eſcaped this 
Danger, and arrived fafe at his Pferd 1 Hovſe, © 
NO — + WY where 


246 The Hiforyef the Chev. der © ſſars 
where he was ſoon followed by Monſieur k 
Ronvere, and they read Matam de. Berci's 
Billet with great Joy. They entertained them- 
elves at Supper with the pleaſing Hopes of 
Toon ſreeing that perſecuted innocent Lady 
from her Confinement : and as foon as they 
tad ſupped, they went to pte ſent themſelves 
at the Chatelet, at the appointed'Hour. They 
were attended by ſevcral Servants well armed, 
Fo that if the Turnkey ſhould prove perfidiour, 
they 'were in a Condicion to take Revenge on 
"him, and to deferid themſelves worn wy 
"that fhould offer to feize them. 

— the mean o es Madan & Be cok 

to ſpeak to the urnieey, when 

l Ply e ught her Supper into her Chamber; She 
Nog ak four hundred Crowns' in her Pt, 
which ſhe divided between the Turnkey and 

the Woman that attended her: the told them, 
that ſhe made them that Preſent in tetutn for 
their obliging Behaviour to her, ever: fine ſhe 
Had been a Priſoner 3; and that, if God was 
pleaſed to make her Innocence manifeſt, und 
me was reſtored to her Liberty, ſhe would 
. them further Proofs of r Gratitude. 
She mentioned the approaching Trial e was 
to undergo, and burſting into Tears, ured 
them that no Fortures ſhoaldextort ſrom her 

the Confeflion of a Crime the had ne ver cm- 
mitte, and if ſhe died under. eben- the hoped Hy 
Pe would" be Nee der Mhmory: 
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The Woman _ — at this Dif- 
_ the — * greatly affected. 
Lady ſo young, — gp of ſuch high 
Agar in all Appearance ſo innocent, tu 
to che — was a I hought be 
—— Mas + bow meritorious would 
dre, whiſpered he to the Woman, f we 
could preſerve this Lady from the crvel Fate 
wich which the is threatened !*' The Wo- 
man, although ſhe durſt not be the firſt to 
-make ſuch a Propoſal, was overjoyed that he 
mentioned it; the eagerly aſſured bim, 
the would run azard to ſave her. 
nteſs obſerved their Whiſpers, her 
ett divided between Fear aud Hope, beat 
ih cnuſual Violence. At length they ap- 
her, ſhe waited trembling for the 


3 pon the Reſolution they 
he Tanker, addreſſing her with 

\ Tears in his Eyes, urged her to make her 
- Eſcape; r aſſured 
yr that they would venture their Lives to 

ber. told her, that it ſhould be his 
Part 70 deliver her out of Priſon, provided 

ſhe had any Perſon in whom ſhe could con- 

- fide. that would receive her from him at the 
Que of the Chatelet, and conduct her out 
of Paris.. The Coutiteſs was tranſported to 
ſee them enter ſo + Jayant into her Meaſures 
ſuch ood Fortune made het 
doubeful —_ my not in a Dream 
but recolleting herſelf, ſhe heedfully ob- 

ſerved the Countenances of her two Friends, 

M 4 and 


of their 22 jodging that her 
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andiſaw ſa:many Marks: of zeal Sorrow. and 
Tendeineſs —— on them, that ſhe: was 
pet ſuaded they were ſincere in their Profeſ- 
ons. §he then opened berſelſ mote ,frecly 
t them, and aſſutei them that they:ſhould 
Have no Reaſon to: xepent- of: | what they did 
< t ber, Service; that they: might hope every 
from her Generoſity and (zratitude, — 
bn they ſhould be Jargely: for 
the \Adyauytages: they quitted in the: Chate let 
to ſet ber at Liberty ; that if he was in Ear- 
neſt; in bis Offers, the had a Friend who 
would that very Nigbt give him five hun- 
dried. Crowns, and hen be delivered ber in 
to his Hagds, a thouſand: more ; ſhe. aſſured 
him, thet be might depend upon ahis Pro- 
miſe, but that he muſt Walde in the 
Performance of his; for that if be ſhould 
fail, no Place on Earth would be able to 
ſtelter him from the Vengeance of her Etiend. 
She added, that he night. male his Fortune 
in, One Day if he pleaſed, sud be rnabled to 
quit a Profeſſion, which eauld; not but be very 
diſagreeable to one wah any pa. Yao or 


Generoſi * 4 7. ee eee 
8912. 


The Turnkey analteraly fixed in his Re- 
ſolution of delivering het by ſuch great Oſ- 
fers aſſuted het with dhe moſt — Oaths, 
that i he would, perform bis Promiſe 1 the 
Counteſs: then ſhewed him the Letter ſhe 
hag,geccived ffom the Chevalier, an it was 
reſolved that the} Turpkey ſhould give him 
a eee Night, in orier to receive the 


b five 


hau Carate/? of Bred. 440 
five hundred —ůͤ—ͤ— — 
| for: her Eſcapes: (IE 4.) 

«29011 212008. 11 $1205 

The Turnkey did — to 3 ks. 
Chatelet at the appointed Hour, and fering 
tum Men ate little Diſtance from the (ate, 
he conciudud they mutt be the Lady's FNeh⅜Rn, 
who wert waiting for him. One of them, 
who was the Chevalier der Effars,' advanced 
immediately, and aſked him, if it was be that 
carric+ Proviſions into the Chamber of a Lady 
Who was Fr iſonoer in the Chatelet? The 


had feme han to coumſer with him coneerning 
the Means to ſet het at Liberty 


been ſuceeſsſul, and taking out of his Pocket 
2 Purſer in which were five hundred Crowns 
in Cold, Friend, ſaid he to the Turnkey, 

< puteing it into bis Hand, teceive this fmall - 
| Earned 'of my Gratitude,/ and depend upon 
A rewarded- with a Sum much larger, 
ovaded\you- will T'o-morrow deliver your 
© Priſoner into my Hands. But do not de- 
8 1 me, added he, ſor if you do, I will 
© -cakeaway y Life, though I ſacrifice my 
n. Iwill not: deceive you, replied 
* the: Turnkey, receiving the he, but J 


1 jonas ch Rady MANS | 


ain my Maſter always 

| « keeps that Feſtival, and makes a great En- 

© textainment in the Chatelet, to which all 
-* his Friends and Relations are invited; the 

vl M 5 | . will 


urnkey replied,” he was, and that the Lady 


Ine Che- 
valiet was overjoyed at theſe Words: de 
ſound by them that Madam de Berci had 


aer 


„ Wl not fail to drink deep, and I hope | 


0 The. kdifftory of tbe:Cbevr das ¶E ar. 


" ;; Joall find ſome Oppor that Evening 
to acquit . myſelf of the Promiſe . I be 
1 ande 20 deliver abe Lady; that Pro 


Miſc» J here repeat to you, Monßeur, 


In wa at the Hazard of my Liſe 10 
bri at Twelve: of Clock that 

g Night to the —— you muſt 
+ * be zeady to receive her, hut till then you 
muſt have Patience; and do not attempt to 

4 convey any more Letters to her, ſor fear 

any thing ſhould happen that may diſcover 
tde, Corteſpondence we bold tegetbt 
Again, Monſicur, L beg you wo 
, Sipcerity, and douht not but 
15 n n! * d e 


The: Tomkay: then wage, bim t0 — 
leſt they ſhould by fome — — — 
ſervod in — 

repeating his — bf of a 7 — 
and recommending Caution and Zea in the 
Lady's Service, rejoined his Friend, to whotn 
he related all that had paſſed +berween him 
and the Furnkey. This fortunate Beginning 
ſeemed ſuch an Earneſt of happy Sucoeſt, 
that the Chevalier reſigned bhimſelf up 0 3 


Joyehe had long been une quamted tun. lic 


| wauld, not Dehy a Moment velieting the 
Anxiety of the forrowing Patents: beiort hc 
zprent to his Friend's Hotel, e called upon 
-the Mlatquis de. Saint Sauueur, and gave him 
Hopes that he ſhould behold his r at 


Liberty. The. Chevalier did mot think it 
NN proper 


2 


PP 


_"_ — anne he was 
. purſuing q - about vhis bappy Event; 
but thoſe few” fords tranſported them with 
Joy They — 2 

in de Favour, by the moſt ardent Sup 
tions, und A 2 
gs — lane n 


16/0 vo n innen 4 w 


Tus nent Day, the T forma 
Madam di Bei of his having ſettled every 
ching with her Friend, and that on the Feſti- 

val of Saint! Fobn' he hoped to be able to 

deliver her into his Hands. | — 
the Hopes of Liberty — that 
amidſt Nate 


who had ſo long 
— — — 


time ſince her Entrance into that fatal Place, 
Felt ſome Remiſſion of her Grief; Her Mind 
admitted a Hope of once more being happy. 
-She- dwele with Pleaſute on the Remembrance 
A ache Services 8 from the 

Chevalier; and having no r- fyrannic 
Duty e combat with, indulged a Tenderne(s 


authorized by ber-Huſband' sdying Command, 


and his ©wn-exalted Merit. In ſuch agrecable 
— o of Time 
which otherwiſe would have appeared ſo te- 
— eter" alarmed with Peary 
ant cheit Enterprize would be diſcovered, 
und that ſo natural to Perſons in 
| -ſometimes: damped her Joy for the 
near Proſpect of her Liberty, and — 
— Cn rrnany 

28040047 IC a > F; 55 
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when he heard the 


2 The Hir y Oh E ar: 
t length; che Day ſo.impatiently wiſhed- 
for appeated. The Jailor celebrated the Fefti- 
vat with a great Entertainment +as uſual. 
They prolonged the Debauch to a later Hour 
than ever they had done before, which was a 
uiifivoutable(Circumfiance} The Turn- 
* - had given Notice to the Counteis and the 
© Chevalier to bold themſelves in Neadinc ſs at 
Eleven Clock, the one in her Chamber, the 
other at the New-market. both were 
petſuaded, that if they loſt this tunity, 
it wonld be very difficult to find anmher; 
Fund that it Vo mut he poſſible to-procurc * 
flüther of the Sentence agaiöit ul 
Coiteſs. 'Phe Chevalier poſtetl himielf. with 
_ his Friend, and four other, Gentlemen uc 
armed, at the appointed Place. With ſuct 
àn Eſcort had nothing to fear from thc 
Archer, if they ſhould be betrayed; and they 
were determined; if they once got tha Coun- 
Te out of the Chatelet t kill nd that op- 
poſed them, rather than ſuſſet her toſbe taken 
from them. Wien the Cleckifruck Eleven, 
an univerſal Trembling ſeized the poor Coun- 
teſs, her Heart beat, as if it would leave ber 
Breaſt, anxiouſly ſhe kfiented/10 evety little 
Noiſe, and longed, with!eager Impatience, to 
257 bear "the ſoftly treading Fot t Ker Telivercr: | 
nor was the — under lese Agitations, 
| Hour frike ; 
Fenr and Hope, ſor dome. Moment, quali 
_ divided® his Soul; but when be: found the 
Furnkey did not. appears be was almoſt diſ- 


— waſted, he thought his beloved Counteſs 


41 
2 7 


wholly 


Chateler; and making ſome delperats. Atempt 
m teheve ber. D babnokory wad 1: 
Dr OHIW 2 42G 2462ts ts df 42017 1995 nen 
be Turnkey at length appearede bug with- 
bout the iCounteſs:; the Chevalicr 2 
: rranſpor ted with Rage, was ſur Cacrificio 


he 
betrayed him. The T urnkey ſeein —— 
ualier advance in a threatenmg P 7 
ged him to liſten pat ie mly to him, 
1 80 „e then allured hams gbat « dung 
| had hindered him tom Pc, 
miſo, but the unexpected 
toi a later Hour than uſual; — they, were 
— gone, and that his Maſter. was. pre- 
parivg te go ta Bed, where, be did not doubt 
but be-would be ſoon ſaſt aſlerp ; for, he had 
— llocp. and was greatly in ed. He 
nunreated him to wait patiently 2 litt Time 
Deere he would my in b out 
the Priſoner. * 4 154 +4 * 14 
$2140 04 } {Hs 2 
This Aſſurance —— _ Rage of the 
Cuöberalier, and diffipated bis Uneaſineſs; but 
he poor Counteſs was in dteadful 
— ccamagi the Hout by ſeveral dif- 
ſerent Clocks, which ſhe beard, irike, bus 
22 ſering ber Deliverer, ſhe flattered ber- 
2 adilaopanience: had made her miſ- 
Ame The Turnkey, terrified by the former 
Menaces of, the Chevalier, Was only ſoli- 
D rn him, „ π̊ 


4 Thang cf be ..-, 
- riib{elf - awy Trouble to calm the Fears of 
3 As the Minutes rolled away, 
ber Approhenſions increaſed ; yet ſtill the 
fain would have. perſuaded herſelf, that he 
© ha&:miſcounted the Hour, | and this Thought 
Aeſt her ſeme aint Remaiss of Hope nwhich 
5 ber utter ing Spirits, till) tbe Clock 


ſupported 

ruck and ſhe reckoned Ewelve. At this 
lud Confirmation of ber Fears, a mortal Pale- 
neſs 


overipread her Face; ber 
no longer ſupport her Weight, 


- Knees could 


-ſhe ſunk — upon a Chair, and loſing all 


«Hopes of Jaibersy and oi Life, ſue abandoned 
Herſelf-t0.an-kxxceſs of new; 38 $4). 


.herſel 


Sch PN Ie Sutod inn bs up 


- -- Amhidht theſe ; — more .crue] than 
the Fortures ſhe dieaded, the. Turnkey ſud- 
denly opened the Door of her Chamber, and 


deſired her to follow him: — 


Sight had ſuch an ffuct upon the Countels, 
that ſhe ſoll fainting into the Auma of the 


Wanan Who attenlled her; ber Mind:yop- 


tured at firſt by Suſpenſe, andirafterwards 
ſunk in the moſt deep Deſpair, could not 
bear the overwhelming Joy which the ſud- 
den Tranſition from certain Death, to L- 


Ws . 90h 

— EW Ys Fave xr wormr>. Por trbu 
atid .-dreading 94 fatal Conſequences oi it, 
knew not what to do. The Woman, who 
as likewiſe a Witneſs of 2 


NN 


7 

5 
1 
5 

5 
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0 —— But after — ſome 
—————— ů— 
Lie; : urnkey repea i to 
— — for 'hor, 
That welcome Sound, at length, /' recalled 
+ her ſcattered Spirits, ſhe — > 

und the Turnkey urging ber co depart 

. mediately, leſt they — 7 be eee 

Fear gave her Strength t pate 
Arm, while 


Woman lent her her 510 
be Tunkey ſoſtly walked before with ia 
"nn with eager, - trembling: Steps, 
— that horrible When the 
— got without the Gate, ſhe her- 
- ſelf ſecure, and now light as the Wind, ber 
willing Feet carried ber along; ſhe hardly 
touched the Ground, and flew rather than 
.wilked to the Place where the Chevalier 
— — were waiting for her with 
The Chevalier recoived her 
of Joy: his 
ien ber on her recovered 
Liberty, in Terms that ſhewed the: 
Satisfaction ; they put her and the Woman 
-who'hat attended her in the Priſon, and ho 
* never uſter quitted ber, into a- Coach 
„ende, ing the/Tarn- 
key the promiſed Reward, they leſt him to 
provide Yor his on Safory, and went hfter 
the Coach, together with the ' four Gene- 
men who: had / followed them in this d 


ous: Emerpaiſe. The Coach brought the 
2 ' Counteſs 


ſhe gave Sigus oi t turn - 


eee Poe hrs 3 8 8 N Wl, rn ba a 
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- Geuntelsaterto the Houſe ob the Chevalies's 

Friend, where he had lain ſo lung concealed, 
and where Meſſieurs de Saint -· Sauneur, With 


their Ladies, were expecting her and her ge- 


nerous Reſcucrs, with Agiiations unde 
tet be 3 . e LI en 


ola „, 


be Counteſs charles: Stand aba;Rann 


- where- ner —— her Sight diew 
2 joyſul Exclamation from her Brother aud 


' Siltersin. law, -who ſprung to meet ber; her 
Eyes with ſpeaking 1 enderne(s/ 16ctuaned; their 


;raptured; Welcombss: but ber, Fest pm 


neous carries: : har vt her Mother“ Chair, 

hoſe ſtrong Emotions had rendered unabic 
— or ſpeak ; Madam de Berci thiew 
herſelf on her Knees before her, aud takiog a 


; „ ſhe ſuit them to her Lips ia a pa- 
: thevie Silence, - fot hefeHleart was tod ſull / to 
L The 
— Tontenals and Trratarh 
nd leſs tranſported Father embraced ber as 
' kneeled, and with: lifted Eyes 
cious Providence that had —— to bim his 
; Child.” The young Marquis and his Lady, 


impatient to fold their beloved Siſter jn,their 


vum, ſtosd cloſe beſide ber, each with Arm. 
-extaidet for the wiſbed — while che 
cObalglitr and fis Friend, extremely affected 


contem it. „What ſweet Emotions 
. — the Chevalier, at ſee · 
ing — * 99s 


21214803 


Hand of egch dear. Parent, as they ſat . cloſe 
db ulether — 


adored the gra - 


; whttvebio tender Scene, ſtood at ſome Diſtance 


ſorrowing, now r 


ſepur ate; 'but the Chevalier repreſenting) 
them that it might raiſe ſome Suſpicians if 


Heteh the two Marquiſſes and their Ladies, 
With entreme Reluctance, returned: Home, 
and feft the Counteſs to recruit het walked 
Spirito in -Siumbers more r | 


n not 0 foon diſcovered, 
Reaſon to 3 
the Effects of the Ni 
in Bed, and when he got up, 
diſordered; that for ſeveral Hours he eauld 


nenne e 
-Jamented; reſtored by him to Liberty, to laje, 
ard to the tender Gratulations of ber Friends. 
— ar that his Heart entertained: 
'of being one Day rewarded wu the 
bn of ber whom he had ſo ſaithiully 


ſerved. ok $SOGDS, 20:11 egen dl 3b 


| "When the firſt Tranſports for this bappy 
Meeting were a little abated, and their;Joy 
found vent in Words : a thouſand. rapturous 
Welcomes were given the Counteſa, a thou- 
ſand Bleſſings pronounced on the Chevwaler, 
who-had fo expoſed his Life, to 
deliver her; nor was Monſieur /a Renuere's 
Kindneſs unacknowledged by the whole lata 
g Family. Phe Morn- 
could be — 
to 


idg appeated cer they 


they were not ſeen, as uſual, at their own 


ſhe had for A pgs tafted. ; ? 1 442508 
« Y&IS; 87 4% - 
The'Countel's Eſcape: from the Chatelat 

as they had 

; ſot the 7 

ght's Debauch, lay late 

was ſo much 


nor, as uſual, viſit his Priſoners, to ſet if a 


005 Gp At length, however, be tothe 


n | accuſtonm- 


258 The Hiftery of the Chev. deaf fſars 
accuſtomed. Rounds : when he came 40 the 
Chamber Where the Counteſs had been con- 
fined, and found the 223 and no one 
within, he grew pale with Fear and Amaze- 
ment, and dreaded to make any 
U leſt his Apprehenfions ſhould be turned into 
N Certaintics. His Wife having juſt then been 
| informed, that the Turnkey not becn 
[: ſeen in the Chatelet that Day, came to ac- 
1 .quaint her Huiband with the. ſewn, and was 
1 rv to ſce him gazing wildly round 
b Fares. and Diſagy eiae an bis Cov” 


—— n 


Enquiries» 


The Jailor, at theſe Wards, ſtarting as from 
@ Dream, ſent forth a Volly of Execratiam, 


and tearing; his Hair, .roared out that he was 


2 25 the Lady had made 22 and 
4 wicked Furnkey, it was plain, had 
i er, and-was-fled with her. The Wiſe taking in 
* inſtantly all the fatal Conſequences of this Flight, 
5 intreated her Huſband to compoſe himiglh, and 

to endeavour privately to diſcover what Way 
the Fugitives had taken, and gat them again 
into his Hands. It will de Time enough, 
* ſaid ſhe, to declare their Flight, when you 
. have loſt all Hopes of recovering 


is your Employment, as ſoon as it is know, 
is, that this Accident happened through your 
* W ta therefore, by keeping it 


© ſecret, 


e by the Sleeve, abet che Turnkey is ed? 


* Vou will vnavoidably be turned out of 


e 1 Nr 
Os 8 „* Dear 8 N 
FW. Y 8 


e Jailor refiftied this Reifobing, al. 

ehovgh it was very zbfurd ; for he ought-im-< 
mediately to have given Notice to ide Of. 
fivers. of ' Juſtice, that the Counteſs Had 
eſcaped, that ſhe might have been immediate- 
iy purſued ; his Wife, however, was willin 
to put off the evil Moment as long 28 
would. This Proeraſtination faved the Coon. 
teſo, as it gave her Friends Time to ſertle the 
Method ber Flight. 


- Melevirs and the Ladlies ds Bains. Ben- 
weur bets we the Houle 3 
Rorwvere as'fecr e, 
e eee ech the erke wa 
ar upon the Meafures they were” to 

30 Keep her conceafed, They did not 
Saut dut ber Fkoht ſrom the Chateſet was 
alen y publicly known, 'and that ſhe would 
be ſought for wich "the —_— 

t gave them great Unea 
boeh is the of human Paſſions, 15 
of Aﬀairs below : Hope and 1 Jo 
Vortow;" ſuec eed a other natur 545.5 
Daten w to the Lier. 


b The Tranfpoit eh the | Relatkohs' on _ 
Counteſs had felt for her Deliveratice, tow 


ove way to their Sorrow for her Departore, 
os | which 


266 The Hiftory of the Chev: dE ar: 
for many obvious Reaſons, it yas ab- 


which 
ſolutely neceffary ſhould be ſudden. While 
1 ore! delibcrating in great Confuſiom and 


u the ' Meafurcy ſhe ſhould pur- 
Peat” la Romoere; who" had very 
e y been in Search of News that Morn- 
fopgoſiog the Town would, be full of the 
Eſcape, returned pleaſingly ſur- 
— is tell the perplexed: Family, that 
Madam de Berci was either not yet milled, or 
the Jailor, for Conſiderations, in which him- 
ſelf was concerned, had certainly” concealed 
her light, that therefore they need not pre- 
cipitate their Refoluticns, but take Ti ime to 
deſiberate upon the Courſe "which was' now 
8 A 4 . 
e e Fin 
he IF oropdles ering tg Br 
hoy where ſhe might remain ST It's 
Caſtle belonging to S the! Marquis 4 Saint-Sau- 
veur, her Father; the natural Strength of the 
Place,” and the great Affection all the Gentle- 
men in that Province bore her Family, mide. 
that appear to her the ſecureſt as well as the 
moſt decent Retreat, as it was not likely they 
would ſuffer any Violence to be offered. to 
her there, The old Marquis was of Opinion 
that to (Oey to e his Da 
orce,/ 'was an lIaſult to the Ame of 
— og the higheſt Diſreſpect to the So- 
ho would uffdoubtediy; if thus 
— by his Subjects, make himſelf be 
ed in his own Kingdom, in ſpite of a} 


beyed 
ftacle : is war chan poopnded ee 
ar- 
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Marquis, that his Siſter ſhould leave A 
and till this Storm that threatened her. 


and Honour, was laid, refude Hap = hap bu 
1 Flanders was' unanimouſly allowed 


1 1 b ktteſt Retreat ſor her, A 
Kinks 


a fn icular, where ſhe had a 
Toe, De whos: the could fan ral Les. 
his Lady was Wiſe to the 


Se Fropte to the Archduke, and 
alwa | great Friendfbip ſar:Madam. 4a 


ad 2 
1 ſet out . carly the next Morning, with 


It was therefore concluded, : that ſhe. 
an able to defend her againſt any At- 
tempti that might be made upon her Liberty. 
Monſieur la Ronvere engaged the four Gentle» 
men, who hid aſũſted in carrying the Coun · 
_ tefs from the Chatelet, to accompany him in 
her to the 'Froatiers:: they were 
ikewiſe to be attended by a good Nuinber of 
their 1 well armed; and they de- 


WK y l they would not quit the Yo 
EE ES her aſe; to che nee 


to & fps 93. 1 

Ihe Gerbe, with eager Joy, ſeized, 
—— of — s Zeal 
and Aidor\in the Service of his —— —_— 
tl no [atreaties could diſſuade him from... 
ling ber in this Journey; and, be te- 
not to quit her any more. till her In- 
. ene the: Eyes of 


wo e LY at- A ie 


. - . 4 
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dhe ntceſſary Prepatations for hec 


Fond. immediately to make ſome. 


Marquis aſked ſo many 


ab2 The Hidury of the Chr u. den dy ſar 
When it was fully determined, that the 
Oannteſd ſhould tetire to Brufſels,, and | all 
pon the 


were.) made, they next conſulted u 


Meaſures to bo takan in dee tg diſcover the 


'Avtbor of the Count 
one d nd be Meade 7751 
Chevalier, e 
-Actufation fell. he Sagte Hit cle | 
wo Hatun, — yp he gave her, 
her extreme Conſuſien in up 86 
and ber diabolical NG in accuſing 
Counteſs, wert the Pointe naw te. 
Madam ie Berg! 1 a — 7. — to. the 
different Qpinions: that Hoon 
this Wretch's Behaviour : ſame 
ſudden ly darted into Rong 75 2 . 
feandajous Intrigue with {erogue zulhed. up- 
on her Remembrance z- ſhe thought —2 
not to conceal 4 Circumſtance of — 
S — 
was to diſcn er dhe infamous and 
wich her Delicacy conſidered, as; a kind. of | 
Rectimination. Her Friends greatly blamed . 
her Bot. fo long fuppteſhog, a Ce ance of 
fuck 2 Nature, and; with good | 
ed violent Suſpicions agaiiift. Yeragae. ;T 
young Marquis de Saint-Souncar, was mm- 
$ 


wel _ — 


aſtet that Gentleman: he went to b 
and was told: that be. i ee ah home. th 


ing him, and ſo artfully — 2 TL 
ant who anſwered him, that at . he 
earn- 


ef of eM. 2563 
learned that  Ferague had lefe Parit fiſteen 
Days before, and was gone to paſi ſome: time 
in travelling. When he returned to his Friends 
with this Account, no one doubted but that 

Virague was the real A But as they 
could, as 21 nothing, it was judged 
3 to their Suſpicion ſocret from all 
2 who' was as well as 
wen, intereſted in Rs 

K he muy 
— Sifter-in-law;/ * was 
hear of her Eſcape from Priſon 3 and — 


4 Saint- 
D r 
und, Trend bring hüns es Juſtice, 


780191 2 o 
-Arlength the 'crae Mencchstnms nic 
| the Counteſs: of rr ſrom her 
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7 aged by the Counteſs in the Coach. 


by bis Gentleman, a Valet de Chambre, and 

a Biſcupan, of whoſe Fidelity he was well aſ- 
ſured, mounted there Hor ſes, as did likewiſe 
Monſicur la 'Ranvere, and the four Gentle- 
men befote mentioned, and followed the 
Coach at à ſmall Diſtance 3 they went all 
out. of i\Raris by the Gate of: SS. Denis, and 
took the Rout through Picardy to Flaugers. 
They ſoon reached Cambrey, having teayalled 
with great Speed, and teſtung there one Day, 
purſued their Journey, but; with leſs! Ha 
and Fatigue, as they were now gut of; Dan- 
ger. 'The Chevalier finding there was: no- 
thing: farther to apprehend, intreated Mon- 
1eur Ia Renuere and bis Friends te return to 


Paris with all poſſible Diligence, left if their 


Abſence ſhould be known, they . 
bahly- be ſuppoſed: to bave bern of their Far + 
ty. He as well as the Counteſo expteſſed the 
higheſt. Acknowledgments 


they had received from him and his gene- 


 rous Friends. It was - with-/Diflizulty*-chat 


turn, till they bad ſeen the Counteſs ſafe at 
Departure being unanſwerable, they at length 
ſeparated, not without ſome "Tears, and ma- 
ny affectionate Wiſhes, on both Sides. 


gave, his Horſe to bis Valet to lead, and feat- 


Object, whom 
all Re- 


he continual View of an 
he fo ardently loved, ſoon 
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membrance of his paſt Mifortunes, and left | 
him no-leiſuce to refleRt on any of thoſe with 
which he was till threatoed.. A thouland ſoft | 
Emotions filled his Brcaſt, but his Reſpect lor 
the Counteſs! whom bc ſaw. buied in à pro- 
ſeunad Sadneis, and tle Regaip he awed to 
the Memory of his late Friend, tepreſt the 
Violence of his Pofliong aud obliged him to 
ſuch a reſerved and diitant Behaviour, as lcfe 
the-Counteſs no cauſe to complain of him ; 
and indeed duting the Whole Journey, his 
tender Aſſudluity, and his ſolicitude and La- 
geineſs 20 ſerve her, were the only indica» 
tions he gave ef a Flame, the wolt pure and 
conſtant that ever warmed. a Heart, The 
Counteſs was too generous not to give this 
Moderation, all the Weight it ought to have, 
her Gratitude ſo much engaged already, every 
Hour added to the Debt, the tender Awe, ſo 
apparent in the Chevalier's Behaviour, the 
conſcious Love that ſparkled in his Eyes, yet 
when they met hers reluctently withdrawn, 
leſt they ſhould too plainly diſcover all that 
paſſed in his. Heart, were ſuch Indications of 
uncommon Delicacy and Reſpect, as could not 
fail of- making a very great Impreſlion on a 
Heart ſo'' generous as hers. With ſuch a 
mutual Reſerve did theſe two Lovers paſs the 
happieſt Moments of their Lives, the only 
Opportunities they ever had to declare their 
Sentiments to each other, were Sacrificed to 


Dan! and 1 
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As ſoon as they arrived at Brugels, Madam 
de Berci diſpatched a Meſſenger with a Letter 
to the Ambaſſador's Lady, acquainting her 
with the Situation of her Affairs, and the De- 
ſign ſhe had of throwing herſelf into her Pro- 
tection: that Lady no ſooner received it than 
ſhe ordered her Coach to be made ready, and 
went herſelf to fetch her —— from 
the Inn ſhe had put up at ; ſuch an Inſtance of 
Reſpect joined to the affectionate Reception ſhe |? 
gave the Counteſs, made the Chevalier en- 
tertain a high Opinion of the Merit of that 
Lady. Few Perſons know how to. conter 
Favours on the Unfortunate, the higheſt De- 
licacy muft accompany Acts of Benevolence 
to true Merit and nei in Affliction, if we 
would not oppreſs that Heart, we intend to 
relieve, The Chevalier went that Day to 
pay his Reſpects to the Arch-Duke, "that q 
Prince received him in the moſt . gracious 
Manner imaginable, the great Actions he had i 
| performed in France, and even. in, Holland, 
tho” againſt himſelf, inſpired him with Ad- 
mitation and Eſteem for ſuch extraordinary 4 
Valour. He loaded him with Favours, in 
Hopes to bring him over to his Service, an! Ft 
offered him a very conſiderable Penſion to 
engage him to fix himſelf in his Court, but 
the Chevalier had too much Greatneſs of | 


Mind to ſecure his Safety . in- 
conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt Honour. He in- 
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treated his Highneſs not to be offended with I 
him for refuſing the Offers he was pleaſed to | 
make him, he aſſured him that although ar 1 
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bad incurred the Diſpleaſure of his Kg, 
—7 indeed by his Misfortune than bis 

Fault, that he was reſolved to continue 
faithful to him till his Death; hut at the ſame 
Time he expreſſed the hizheft Acknowledge- 
ments to the Arch-Doke, for his offered 
Bounty, and declared that he would bealways 
to ſhed his Blood in Support of his 


Intereſts, uninfluenced by any Reward, when he 


could do- fo withour violating the Duty he 
owed ins lawful Sovereign, 


The Arch-Diike was generous enough to 
applaud a Conduct which oppoſed his Deſires, 
he was charmed with his diſintereſted Loyalty, 


and gave him publick Teſtimonies of his 


Eſteem. As the Chevalier conceived he had 


A med his Duty by rejecting the 
Arch- Duke 


's Offers, he did not repent of 


what he had done, although he found himſelf 


ſtill perſecuted by his Prince, for Henry was 
no ſooner informed that the Counteſs and he 


had retired'to Brafels ; but he ſent Orders to 


' tis Ambaſſador there to arreft them both and 


ſend them under a ſtrong Guard to Paris. 
The Ambaſſador's Lady greatly concerned 


-  thit-the could no longer protect her unfor- 


tunate'Kinfwbman, acquainted her immedia- 
tiately with the Orders her Huſband had re- 


ceived; It was reſolved ſhe ſhould leave 
 Breyfſels with as much Expediton and Se- 


creſy as poſſible, and retire to Frieſſand. 
The Chevalier inſenſible to his own Me. 


fortunes, od lamented thoſe of the Countſts. 
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Sie again ſet out under his Convoy, and they 
arrived ſately in Friefland, where they hopes 
to remain for ſome I ime in Tranquility, but 
Fortune was not yet weary of perſecutiug the 
Counteſs of Berci, her Charms had not ſuffcred 
any Dimunition from the Diſtreſſes ſhe had 
been in, her Countenance ſhewed indeed that 
her Mind was not at eaſe, but that ſoft Lan- 
guor, with which it was overſpread, carried a 
ſecret Influence that no Heart could reſiſt. No 
one could behold her without feeling pity for 
her Sorrows whatever they were, and Pity 
for ſo lovely an Object, ſoon ripened into a 
more tender Paſſion; it was thus that a No- 
bleman of Fri:/and found himſelf captivated 
with the melancholly Fair One, before he was 
aware, but preſuming upon his Rank and 
Fortune, he was at no Pains to deſguiſe his 
Paſſion, the Chevalier des Efſers had per- 
ceived it before he himſelf could give a Name 
to his Sentiments, Nothing is ſo quick 
lighted as the Eyes of a Lover, all his Con- 
fidence in the Juſtice and Gener of Ma- 


dam de Berci could not hinder him from fee - 


ing the moſt cruel Totments at the Thoughts 
of this new Conqueſt, but dreading to offend 
her, by a Jealouſy ſo injurious to that perfect 
Eſteem ſhe expreſt for him, he impoſed Si- 
lence upon his Tongue, and had it been 
poſſible would have regulated his Looks in 


ſuch a Manner, that they ſhould not have 


given the leaſt Indication of the torturing 
Anguiſh that preyed upon his Soul. 
| 1 The 
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ber When ever the 
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The Counteſs was not long before ſhe diſ- 


covered the painful Situation of her Lover. 


The Reftraint he laid upon himſelf in nut dife 
cloſing the Cauſe of it to her, was a new 
Proof of his Reſpeft which claimed ſome Re- 
turn. She was reſolved not to let him lan- 
guiſh any longer under ſuch crue! Enquietude, 
and was therefore the firſt to propoſe leaving 
Friefland, the alledged that the Air of that 
Province did not agree with her conſti- 
tution, and ſhe deſired he would conduct her 


26 ſeom as poſſibſe to ſome Place where het 
Henſth might be leſs endangered. The Che- 


ralier *who did not penettate into the Coun- 
teſed ſecret Reuſons for being deſitous to leave 
Frieſſanl was exceſſively 8 that a 
Propofal fo agreeable to his Wiſhes had firſt 
come from” herſelf, he would have been 
wretched had he imagined ſhe had perceived 
his Jealouſy, for although in Lovers it may 
be -confitered as' a Proof of the Violence of 


their - Puſhom vet in a favoured one it argurs 


ſomie infutious Diſtruſt of his Miſtreſs, which 
a Woman of any Delicacy cannot eaſily 
prevail upon to pardon. The Chevalier 
therefore” wiſely / concealing the particular 
Intereſt he had in the Counteſs's leaving 
Friefland;' replied calmly that he would attend 
- eaſed, and adviſed her to 
male Gdſcony the Place of her Retreat, he 
affured her that in that Province there were 
ſeveral ſtrong Caſtles, at fo great a Diſtance 
from the Courtthat they need not be under any 
Apptehenſions of being ſurprized, although it 

| N 3 ſhould 
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ſhould be diſcovered that they were there, he 
added that by being nearer their Friends and 
Eſtates they might avoid many Inconve- 
niencies to which they were now ſabjectcd 
ia that Country. Aut Si neg. 


'' The Counteſs approved of his Advice, 
but being reſolved to take no Step of that 
Kind without firſt conſulting her Father, ſh: 
told the Chevalier that they muſt defer thcir 
Departure till ſhe had wrote to the Marquis 


4% Saint-Sauveur and received his Anſwer, | 


It was not long before the Anſwer they 
waited for arrived, it filled the Counteſs of 


B erei with Joy, but it was not favourable to 


the Wiſhes of the poor Chevalier, as he found 
he ſhould for a long Time be deprived of th: 
Preſence of her who was dearer to him than 
any other Perſon in the World. 


The old Marquis de Soint-Souveer, in- 
formed his Daughter that the Count of Herci, 
for ſo we muſt now call her Brother-in-law, 


had left Paris, together with the Marquis his 3 


Son, to go in ſearch of Verague, that he him- 
ſelf was preparing to go to Court to ſolicit 1 
Pardon for the Chevalier des Ears on Ac- 
count of his Duel with the Count of Pola, 
that he would engage ſo many Perſons of ) 
tinct ion in his {* ſe, and uſe ſuch Methods 
he hoped would entirely undeceive the gran 
Monarque, who had ſuffered himſelf to be 
influenced by his Regard for the Favourite t» 
the Prejudice of the Chevalier. When be 
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chioneſs 
*/ablein the Grief ſhe is in for your Abſence, 


lle then adviſed his 
Rout through: Germany and Franche Gomtt, 
ſrom whence ſhe might travel to Burgundy 
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* Pardon, far the Death of the Count of 


* Polen, do obtained, added the old — 
"ha. will then be at Liberty to come and 

deſend his Innocence with Regard to the 
« Accuſation he ſuffers under, as well as you ; 
« but till this is effected, I defire you will 
«fect out immediately to attend the Mar- 
your Mother, who will not be 


© to ſupport the additional Weight of mine. 
Daughter to take her 


with leſs Danger of a Diſcovery, and con- 


cluded with the moſt affectionate Prayers for , 


ber Health and daſoty. 


The Chevalier was greatly aMiQed at this 
unexpected Order, he had been uſed for ſome 
Time paſt to the Sight of his dear Counteſs, 
almoſtevery Day : the Idea of a long Abſence 
planged him into the moſt cruel Deſpair, yet 
he reſolved to make 2 generous Eftort upon 


himſelf, and give Madam de Bera a new 


Proof of bis Love, by obeying without mur- 
muting the Commands of her Father. The 
Agonies it coſt him to make this Reſolution, 


wete but too viſible in his Countenance and 
Behaviour, the tender Sorrow that Janguiſhed 


in bis Eyes, his painfully ſupprefled Sighs, 
the Solitude he now courted to indulge a 


Melancholly, which even in her preſence 
ſcemed wholly to 7 him, could not 
eſcape the Notice of * de Berci, ow 

lled 


A 
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filled her with ſympathiſing Grief. So per- 
fet a Reſignation to her Father's Will, 
ſuch a boundleſs Reſpe& for hers, even to the 


| Loſs of all his Happineſs, touched the Heart 


of the Counteſs more than the moſt pathetick 
Complaints could bave done, the reſolved to 


negle& nothing which depended meerly upon 


| herſelf, to calm his Griefs, and to enable him 
to ſupport her Abſence. After enumerating 


to him all the Obligations he had conferred 
upon her Family and herſelf, ſhe aſſured him 
that her Gratitude being ſo much engaged by 


his Services, her Heart had readily received 


the tender Impreflion, a Paſſion ſo pure and 
diſintereſted had inſpired. ----- "Here the 
ſtoped abruptly, when the Chevalier in 2 
Tranſport of Joy threw himſelf upon his 
Knees, and beſought her to have Compaſſion 
upon the miſerable Condition to which he 
ſhould be reduced if ſhe ſuffered him to leave 
her without giving him her Hand. Let me 
have the unſpeakable Happineſs Madam, 
cried he, to call you mine, before this cruel 
Parting. How ſhall I fupport your Abſence 
if any Poflibility remains of lofing you ? 
if the Torments I have ſo long en- 
dured while I languiſhed with a hopeleſs 
Paſſion, have any Claim to your Pity, if 
my F _—_ has any Title to reward; Oh 
ſoften the Pangs of Separation, by conſent- 
ing to be mine.“ Madam de Berci was 


R a K&K a aA „ _ ©Aa 


greatly affected with this paſſionate Sup- 


plication, but ſhe would not leave her 


Lover a Moment in Suſpence upon a Poin: 
1 whereon 
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whereon ſhe herſelf was fo abſolutely de- 
termined ; ber Fenderneſs for a Man fo 
worthy of her utmoſt Eſteem had at all 
Times yielded to her Duty, nor would ſhe 
ſuffer. it now to triumph over the care of her 
Reputation; after obliging him to riſe, ſhe re- 
preſented to him with her uſual Sweetneſs, 
that a Marriage ſolemniſed in a forcign 
Country, while they were accuſed of the 
Aſlaſſination of her deceaſed Lord, would 
cover them both with Infamy; that the Duty 
and Reſpect ſhe owed her Parents required 

that ber Choice ſhould have the Sanction of 
their Conſent, and her Reputation was too 
dear to her to ſuffer her to think of Mariage 
till her Innocence was as well known to the 
World, as it was to her own Heart : ſhe 
aſſuted him that when they had triumphed 
ever the Malice of their Accuſers, and that 
they were fully juſtiſied in the ſight of all 
Frence, ſhe would follow the Impulſe of her 
Gratitude and 'Tenderneſs, that Abſence 
ſhould never weaken her Regard for him, or 
blot him for one Moment out of her Re- 
membrance, and that if the Malice of their 
'ate ſhould make it impoſlible for her to be 
his, ſhe never would be anothers. 


The Chevalier yieled to the Force of her 
Reaſons, and with themoſt tender Tranſports 
received the Aſſurances ſhe was pleaſed to 
give him of being only his. Again at herfeet he 
| Yowed eternal Conſtancy. Madam de Berci 
could not hide her Emotion when with a reſ- 
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274 The Aiden of the Chev. an Hor, 
pectſul Awe; he took her Hand, and ſealed 
his Vows upon it with his Lips, while a 
ſtruggling Sigh ſecmed to tend that manly 
Heart which was the Seat of every Virtue, and 
Teats of miogled Grief and Tenderneſi 17 557 


from his! Jes; ſhe 1 withdrew her Free 
but not till by an almoſt imperceptible Preſ - 
fure of his, the. ſhewed ſhe, was not offended 
at the Favour he had ſuatched, and fetiting 
to her own Apartment, indulged. the ſwcetly 
painful Emotions of her Soul, in Tears that 
ſhe had hitherto with Difficulty reſtiained. 


M_ OE "=P $07 ahhh 10] <5 7 
: The Preparations; for their Journey being 
made with the utmoſt Privacy, and Expedition, 


the Counteſs, and the Chevalier ſet out very 
early in the Morning, in a Coach eſcorted 


by their Servants well mounted and armed, 


one of whom led a Horſe for the Chevalier 
to make uſe of upon Occaſion. They con- 
tinued their Rout two Da, s without Inter rup- 
yon, but on the Third the Chevalier's Gen- 
tleman came up to the Coach and: told 
bim that they were purſued by fix Horſe 
men who would infallibly be up. with- them 
in a few Minutes. The Chevalier inſtantly 
leaped out of the Coach, and mounted his 
Horſe, leaving Madam de Berc almoft fainting 
with her Fears; it was in vain that, he pro- 
teſted to her he would loſe. his Life rather 
than ſuffer ber to fall under the Power of her 
Enemies, fo (ad an Alternative only increaſed 
her Grief, with Eyes and Hands. lifted. up, 
ſhe earneſtly implored the Aſſiſtance of Hea- 

ven 


ren, and collecting all her raue 0 
her Aid, ſilently waited the Iſſue of this 
Adventure. The Chevalier had ordered the 
Coach to £9 on, while he with his Gen- 
220 his faithful Biſcayan, and two Gentle - 
1 io ated undauntedly for the 
Eden ſoon as they came near, the 
Chevalier knew c foremoſt to be the Ger- 
man Nobleman, who was in Love with the 
Counteſs: the Sight of his Rival added to 
bis natural Courage all the Fury that Hate 
and Jealouſy * [could infpire. German 
was for purſuing the Coach, but the Che- 
_ 15 in bis Way, bid bim pro- 
Peril, and Are him, with 
eit tention he followed that Coach. 
The — with horrid Oaths, replied, 
that he would have the Lady. The Che- 
vatier made no other Anſwer than by firing 
his Piſtol at his Rival; but miffing his 
Aim, the German and his Men fired upon 
the Chevilier and his Attendants, and at 
this firſt- Diſcharge, his Gentleman and the 
two PFrieflanders el to the Ground. The 
Chevalier tranſported with Rage at this 
Sight, clapping Spurs to his Horſe, ruſhed 
| the midſt of his Enemies, and 
__ cloſe to the German, ſhot him 

the Head. He then drew his Sword, 

being ſeconded by his faithful Biſcaya 
he. overturned all that oppoſed him; the 
Germans, diſmayed at the Death of their 


5 "and the * of the — 
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lier, who had made two of their Compa- 


nions bite the Ground, turned their Horſes 
24 Heads; and . fled with the utmoſt Precipi- 
tation, while the 1 0 — his — 
- galloped after the Coach, and never 
ped till they had paſſed the Frontiers of 
 Finieſland.' The Chevalier had received ſome 
fight Wounds, but thoſe of his faithful 
Biſcayas were much more dangerous. The 


Im they alighted at ing at a great 
Diſtance from any bas oo Was no 
Sur to be had, and the Chevalier was 


obliged to dreſs bis own Wounds and his 
- 'Servant's as well as he could; Madam de 
| Berci was greatly alarmed for her Lover, 
hut be aſſured her, that he felt ſo little 
Inconveni ſrom his Hurts, that he was 
able to attend her 28 foon as the Horſes 
had baited. The Biſcayan indeed was obliged 
to be put to Bed; he was ſly wound- 
ed in the Shoulder. The Chevalier deſired 
à Sur might de fent for with the ut- 
moſt | tire ap and leaving him Money 
to defray all his Expences, ordered him as 
| ſoon as he was cured, to join him in Gaſ- 
cony. . 1 | THERE 4 * * , 


Madam de Berci and the Chevalier, after 
taking a kittle Refreſhinent, again entered the 
Coach, the Counteſs gave ſome Tears to the 
Memory of the Chevalier's Gentleman, for 
whoſe Loſs its. Maſter expreſſed great Con- 


cern. They met with no Accident the re- 
nn \ N ; maining 
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happily in Franche Comte. The Countels, at 
her Lover's earneſt Intreaty, reſided eight 
Rout to B . — i 7 
 Sawveur's was but two Days Journey 
from Azxerre : the Chevalicr's — was di- 

vided between Grief and Joy, when he ſur- 
rendered the Counteſs to the Arms of her in- 
dulgent Mother, who received her with in- 
expreſſible Tranſports. That ſhe was now in 
Security, was a Circumſtance which could not 
but give him the bigheſt Satisfaction; but 
. wheb- he conſidered that he muſt ſoon leave 


and in Terms that expre 
_ Gratitude, thanked him for 
ſhe told him, that the Marquis had 
Days ago ſet out for Paris, on the 
neſs he had mentioned to the Counteſs 
in the Letter he had wrote to her, and that 
he would ſend him Notice in Geſcony what 
- Sacceſs he had at Court. It was neceſſary, 
for this Reaſon, as well as for his own Se 
rity, that the Chevalier fl 
Province immediately, He 
there, who was very much advgnced ig 
and to whoſe vaſt Poſſeſon\þ&wa 
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who-carneſtly defired to fee him: as he found 
he muſt leave the Counteſs, he reſolved to 
ruſh at once into his Miſery ; and after reſt- 


ing one Night at the Caſtle de Saint-Sau- 


vaur, he took Leave of the Marc hione ſo and 


nel een 9d“ 8 

The Marchioneſs, who ſaw her Daughter 
ſwallowed up in Affliction, omitted nothing 
which maternal Fondneſs could ſuggeſt, to 
comſort her; but as her Conſolations were 
wholly applied to the Misfortunes ſhe bad 
lately ſuffered, on account of the vile Accuſa- 
tion dhe had laboured under, ſhe did not reach 
the Bottom of the Counteſs's Grief, Who was 
pierced to the Heart by the Deſpair that was 
viſible in her Lover's Eyes, notwithſtanding 
bis aſſumed Compoſure at parting. 
JTbe Chevalier, full of uneaſy Thoughts, 
that made him wholly regardleſs of his Safety, 
took Paris in his Way to Gaſcony: he was 
very deſirous of ſeeing his Friends there, and 


arriving at Charenton at Five o'Clock in the 


Evening of the third Day after his Departure 
from the Caſtle de Saint-Sauusur, he rode 
ſlowly on, not being willing to enter Paris 
till it was dark. A Noiſe of ſome Horſes be- 
hind him made him apprehenſive that he was 
diſcovered and purſued, he turned haſtihy to 
ſee who they were that were riding after him, 
and. perceived four Archers of the Provoſt, 
conducting a Priſoner whoſe Legs were faſten- 

$% * | | ed 


Þ 


-e, by 


ed under his Horſe's Belly. Although the 
Chevalier bad but a flight View of this Pri- 
ſoner, yet he imagined he knew the Face; 
be rode up to the Archers, and defired to 
know who their Priſoner was, and whither 
they were conducting him. We are carty- 
ing him, replied one of them, to the little 
© Chatelet, where he was formerly Turnkey ; 
« but we ſhould have enough to do, added he 
© in a ſurly Tone, if we — all the im- 
< eee Queſtions that ate aſked us. 


The Chevalier, without heeding the Fel- 
— Rudeneſs, was reflecting upon the Mis- 
fortune of the poor Turnkey, and upon the 
Means he ſhould iſe to deliver him. Grati- 
tude as well as Compaſſion ſuggeſted! to him 
that he ought not to let this poor Wretc]. ſuf- 
fer for an Action which he had drawn him in 
to commir, and of which the Countefs and 
himſelf had all the Benefit; he therefore again 
accoſted the Archers, and with great Mud. 
nels repreſented to them, that the — 
Man would certainly be hanged if 
ried bim to Priſon ; and you, ſaid he, wit 
then be concerned at the Part have had 
in precipitating his Death; if you will de- 
« liver him to me, I will give you twenty 
Piſtoles to drink, and you will bind the 

% poor Wretch to pray for you as long as be 
„lives. 4 | 4 


0 We neither care for his , nor 
your Piſtoles, ſaid one of them, who had 
* : not 


Chambre and a Lackey he had brought 


* 
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© not yet ſpoke, and poſſibly it would be bet- 
© ter-far-you if you were leſs charitable than 
< you" are. How, replied the Chevalier 
© a little alarmed, do you intend to make 
me Priſoner for being too charitable ? ' 
© I do not ſay ſo, replied the Archer ; but 
if thoſe by whom we -are commiſſioned 


to bring this Man Priſoner to Paris, were 


to know your Offers, they would force you 
© to declare what Iatcreſt you have in his 
« Eſcape from Juſtice.” Leave that Care 
© to Juſtice, returned the Chevalier, who 
©. began to be enraged, and at preſent think 
of nothing but delivering this Man to me, 
for I will abſolutely have him. I defire you 
© will unbind him this Inftant, and re 
him into my Hands for nothing, ſince you 
© have refuſed my Money, and if you do not 
comply willingly, know that I will have 
him from you by Feace.* 


- Fhe Archers ſtared upon one another in 
Aftoniſhment, at this arrogant Speech: they 
thought the Chevalicr was a Madman, and 
were more inc!ined to laugh at his Extrava- 
gance, than dupute with him for their Priſo- 
ner; but when they ſaw him fall upon them 
Sword in Hand, aſſiſted by his Valet de 
from 
Burgundy, prepared in good earneſt for a 
Vigorous — The Chevalier dealt his 
Strokes with ſuch Rapidity and Succeſs among 
the Archers, that two fell immediately to the 
Ground, his Servants diſpatched another, * 
+ thee e 
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the fourth fled towards Fincennes, leaving the 


poor trembling Priſoner in the Hands of his 
— for whom, during the Combat, he 
had offered up the moſt ardent The 
Chevalier” ordered his Valet to take off his 
lrons, and then making hjmſelf known, he 
congratulated him vu his Freedom ; the 
Turnkey, raviſhed with Joy and Gratitude, 
fell at his Feet, and vowed the Life he had 
preſerved ſhould from thencetorwards be whol- 


ly at his Diſpoſe 


. They now rode-with all Speed towards Pa- 
ris: the Chevalier altered his Intention of 
ping there, on account of his Adventure 
with the Archers, and continued his J 

to Efampes, whither he arrived at the 
of Day 3 he reſted about two Hours, and then 
taking 'Poſt with the Turnkey, who never 
eats quitted him, he arrived ſafe at his 


Uncles Eftate, which was a few Days Jour- 


ney ftom Bordeaux, The old Man, who 
had not ſeen him during ten Years be- 
fore, received him with Tranſports that had 
like to have been fatal to his Health. He wept 
at the Recital of the ſeveral! Dangers and Mis- 
fortunes which had happened to him in the 
Courſe of ſo many Years, and earneſtly con- 
jured him to expoſe himſcit no more to the 
Captice of Fortune, but to live with him in 


decurity and Happineſs. 


The News of the Chevalicr's Arrival being 
fpread over the Province, all the neighbouring 
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Gentry dame in Crouds to viſit him, and to 
ſhew their Joy for his Return: he bad the Sa- 
tisfaction, a few Days afterwards, to ſec again 
his faithful Biſcayer, who was perfectly reco- 
vere of his Wounds, The Tenderneſs his 
Vucle expreſſed for him, and the obliging So- 
hritude of his Fijends to divert and pleaſe 
him, ſuſpended for ſome Iime the Agonies of 
a Paſſion which had hitherto been traverſed by 
ſo'many cruel Accidents. But we ſhall now 
leave him to enjoy a ſhort-lived Repoſe, and 
ſee what Succeſs the old Marquis ge Saint- 
Sauvcur had at Court. 1541 0 bel 
Hlis Impatience to ſerve the Chevalier des 
Eur, would not permit him to delay go- 
ing to the Louvre the Day after his Arrival, 
to ſolicit the King in his favour ; he extol- 
led in Terms worthy of the Fervor of his 
Friendſhip, the Valour and Generoſity of the 
Chevalier, of which on many different Oc- 
euſions he had given the moſt ſhining Proofs. 
He dwelt upon his unſhaken Fidelity when 
diſtreſſed and a Fugitive in the Court of the 
Archduke, perſecuted by the Laws, and under 
the Diſpleaſure of his Sovereign; he had re- 
fuſed a very conſiderable Penſion, and diſ- 
claimed his Protection, if he muſt-purchaſe it 
by the (ſmalleſt Violation of his Duty. The 
Marquis then throwing himſelf at the King's 
Feet, modeſtly reminded him of his paſt Ser- 
vices, and with Tears conjured him to have 
— Compaſſion on his old faithful Soldier, ſink- 
ing under the Weight of Years and Infirmi- 
1 wo” ties, 


ties, and made miſerable by the Afſafinaden 
of a Son- in-law, and the undeſerved 
. of his Daughter. $5; 
2 iin 
© Toſoften theſe Calamities, ſaid the 
old Man, grant me, I co your! 
* jeſty, the Pardon of the Chevalier der 
for unfortunately killing the Count of — 
in a Duel which he could not in Honour or 
Juſtice avoid, after the Attempt that was 
made upon his Perſon by a Kinſman of the 
© Count, aud by his Orders. He: then re- 
preſented to the King, that the Count, in his 
Anſwer to the Chevalier's Challenge, had in 
2 manner con feſſed the Charge, and therefore 
juſtly deſerved the Fate he had met with, 


The Circumſtances of the Chevalier's 
Combat with the Count of Plan, had by 
his Friends been repreſented to the Kings in 
2 manner very different from the Truth ; pre- 
| by thoſe Reports, and the Tender- 
neſs he had borne to the Deceaſed, be an- 
ſwered the Marquis with ſome little Indig- 
nation, That he had been prevailed upon 
to pardon Duelliſts, when their Quarrel 
* had been fairly decided by the Sword ; 
but that he had never ſkreened Aſſaſſims 
from Juſtice; and expreſſed a great Aﬀto- 
- niſhment that the Marquis ſhould ſo earneſt- 
I, implore Pardon for a Man who had been 
accuſed of murdering his Son in- law. ; 


1d 


* 
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- © I do not, Sire, replied the Marquis, im- 
© plore your Pardon for an Aſſaſſin, but for a 
Man who has bravely killed his Enemy in 
| © a fair Fight; no, if it can be proved that 
4 © the Chevalier des £fſars has murdered my 
Son in-law, I would be the firſt to intreat 
that he might ſuffer the Puniſhment due 
to ſuch a Crime, but being fully perſuaded 
of his Innocence with regard to my Son's 
© Aſlaffioation, I am come to ſolicit his Par- 
don for a leſſet Offence, in order that he 
may be at Liberty to clear bimſelf of a 


greater. 


Marquis, anſwered the King, the Rela- 
tions of the Count of Polan are convinced 
„that the Chevalier killed that Nobleman 
A baſely, although they poſſibly do not be- 
0 © lieve him guilty of your Son- in- law's Mur- 
der. Thus every cn> liſtens to the Dic- 
© tates of his own private Reſentment for 
ſuppoſed Wrongs; but I, who am not 2 
Party, but a Judge, in this Cauſe, will ren - 

* der to each the Juſtice that is due to him. 


Permit me, Sire, returned the old Man, 
| © to reprelent-to your Majeſty, that no one 
is condemned till he has been heard in his 
4 on Defence. I am ſolicitous to procure 

the Chevalier's Pardon for the Count of 

+ Polan's Death, that he may clear himſelf 

of my Son's Murder. My Daughter's 

Character labours under the ſame odious 


s Calumny ; her Juſtification is included in 
«ray that 
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6 that of the Chevalicr, In this Calo the Ac- 
s cuſed and the Accuſers are in a like Un- 
« certainty. Surmiſes only can be 
to Surmiſes ; but if your Majeſty will, on 
this Ocraſion, follow the Example of ſome 
6. 2 Predeceſſors, when in Ca- 
jtal Crimes there was neither ſufficient 
yidence to condemn or to acquit, and 
0 — — the Parties to decide their Cauſe b 
the Sword, Providence and a juſt Cauſe 
« will, I doubt not, enable the Chevalier, to 
0 make good his Challenge, — 
< the Oppoſer. 


The King was at Dinner, while the Mar- 
quis, with friendly Zeal and honeſt Elo- 
quence, was pleading the Chevalier's Cauſe. 
Among other Noblemen, who attended at 
his Majeſty's Chair, was the young Count of 
Polan, Brother to him whom the Chevalier 
had killed. This young Lord had already 


acquired a — Reputation for perſonal Va- 


lour: the de Saint-Sawveur had 
: ſcarce finiſhed his een when he threw 
himſelf at the King's Feet, and conjured him 
not to let the Death of a Brother fo dear to 
him, and who had been killed by the Cheva- 
lier contrary to the known Rules of Duelling, 
unrevenged for want of ſufficient P 
permit him to OF the Chevalier to 
fingle Combat. | 


Count, interrupted the old Marquis, were 
© it not that we are in the Preſence of the 


* great- 


1 


* 
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< greateſt King in the World, to whom 1 
© owe an ie sable Reſpect, I would not 
ſuffer you to charge the Cheva- 
of — bend Ears with having baſely killed 
your Brother; he is too noble and too 
« generous to commit any diſhonourable 
Action, and too brave to have Recourſe 
10 Aflaſſination, to rid him of an Enemy, 
or unjuſtifiable Methods to overcome him, 
©:Loaden as I am with Years and AfiQtions, 
© this Arm wants not Strength, nor this Heart 
Courage to defend the Chevalier againſt fo 
< baſe:an Accuſation : and if his Majeſty will 
permit it, I am ready whenever you pleaſe 
to prove with my Sword, that what you 
have aſſerted againſt my Friend, is falſe. 
© I would rather, replied the young Count of 
* Pelan with a ſcornful Smile, meet your Son 
£ than you upon this Occaſion ; but when I 
*.have done with you, I will Nn. the 
Truth of what I have ſaid againſt your Son, 
and againſt the Chevalier Te 142 ars - 
K — if he dares accept * Ch . 


The 1504 old Marquis, enced at this 
Inlolence, was going to reply with ſome 
"Warmth, when the King impoſed Silence 
upon them both, and forbid . upon Pain 
of his higheſt indignation o proceed any 
further in this Affair. re that Prince, 
feeling the Force of thoſe Arguments the old 
is urged in favour of the Chevalier, as 
well as the Duty and Fidelity he had ſhewn 
in nN a Penſion from the * a 
Mn ably ime 


17 


1 friendſhip, for yours. I would have ſent 
c my Son to you with this News, if I had 


uu. e of Bare. 457 


Time when his Protection was ſo neceſſary 
for his Safety, he granted him a Pardon for 
the Death of the — of Polan, upon Condi- 
tion that he returned to Paris within a Month, 
to clear himſelf of Ge: Aſſaſſination os the 
Count of Berci. 


The old Marquis de Saint-Sauveur * 
ported with rg ·ͤ1 that he had thus happily car- 
ried his Point, returned to Burgundy with 
geat Expedition, where he had the Satisfac- 
tion to find bis Daughter already arrived: be- 
ing informed by her of the particular Place 
where the Chevalier reſided, he ſent a Gen- 
tleman poſt that very Day with his Pardon, 
which he accompanied with the following 
Letter: 


have, at length, Monſieur, had the good 
Fortune to touch the Heart of the moſt j 
and benevolent of King's, by the Repreſen- 

< tations I have made in your favour, The 

Beater of this will deliver your Pardon for 

your laſt Duel, in Form. There is now no- 

4 4 ns to binder you from appearing to clear 

our Innocence with reſpect to the d 

« 2 of my dear Son- in-law, and to 


cover with Confuſion and Diſgrace thoſe 


:who have blackened your Fans, and that 
of ey. Daughter. I am not, through pa- 
hi ternal 'T cnderneſs, more ſolicitous for her 
uſtification, than, through Gratitude and 


found 
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found him, after my Return from Cougt, at 
my Caſtle, but he is till abroad, in Search 
c of | Varague : I make it my conſtant Prayer 
* to Hcaven, that be may be fo fortunate as 
s to ting back that Wretch with him to 


France. Do not fail to be at Poris within 


* the;Time preſciibed to vou by che King; | 


The Marquis having communicated this 
Letter to his Lady, ſhe told bim, that, ber 
Daughter being ſo much concerned in this 
Afﬀav, it was proper that ſhe alſo ſhould write 
to the Chevalier; the Marguis approved of 
the Propoſal, and deſired Madam % Berci to 
write to theic common Friend, which ſhe did 

with great Willingneſs, in theſe Terms: 
I u write to you, Monſieur, by the Com- 
mand of my — but at the ſame time 


I muſt aſſure you, that no Command of 


„ theirs was ever more chearfully complied 
6 with, You will underſtand by my Father's 
Letter which accompanies this , what he 
has done for you at Court, and what is now 
expected from you for your own Juſtifica- 
tion as well as mine. 2:0 02. 
© nece to preſs your ſpeedy Return to 
: 1 your Honour and my In- 
« tereſt is concerned, I cannot doubt of your 
* utmoſt Solicitude. Be aſſured, that my De- 
$ fire to ſee N is not one of my 
© leaſt Motives for being anxious for your 
Return. The many and great Obli- 
| | © gatiom 


$a 
A7, 


1 [ owe merit al my Gratitude 
grins Lone you mar may — 
cation be alſo your Work, that my Heart 
may — 2 the Sentiinents with 
* inſpired it. Adieu. 


The Meſſenger having received theſe Di- 
— and proper InftruQtions where ad 
the Chevalier des 3 in Gaſcony, ſet out 
for that Province immediately. His Return 
was expeted with extreme Impatier:.ce by the 
n but an unfortunate Acci- 


» which re t D. ſorders 
er's Ars eſſenger Ae 
doe 4 Seafon of the 8 when the 


had roſe very high, and travelling was both vary 
and tedious ; as he was riding along the 
g ofalittle River which had overflowed great 
Part of the Road, he perceived that the Po- 
ſtilſiog 92 7 * his Depth, and was in 
bein with his Horſe ; 

d fave Yours he advanced haſtily, 
f him by the Neck, but the Bank 
7 which he ſupported himſelf, ſuddenly. 
gave way, and his Horſe ſtumbling, be fell 
into the Water and both he and his Poſtilion 
were drowned. By this fatal Accident the 
Chevalier was prevented from appearing at 
Court within the Time preſcribed, which 
on the Counteſs of Berci and himſelf. 
many cruel Misfortunes : but let us now ſee 
how the Chevalier employed himſelf in his 
Retirement where he was perfectly ignorant 
ol all that had paſſed at Court. | 
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had the greateſt Fortune in the Province, ſhe 
had been left an Orphan in her ecaclieit 
Years under the Guardianſhip of a Kinſman 
of her Father, wh for ſome Tine very Faith- 
fully diſcharged bis Truſt, he carefully 7 


** 


received from Nature by an ee! 
tion; the ſurprizing ogreſs "th * it 
every Kind of Learning, and 'the conſum- 
mate Lovelineſs of her Perſon, excited an Ad- 
miration of her in the Heart of her Guardian, 


| which when ſhe grew older, terminated in a 


moſt violent Paſſion ; his advanced Age, his 

roximity of Blood, bis Jow Fortunes (low 
when compared to hers) were Conſiderations 
too weak to hinder him from declaring his 
gentiments to his ward and to ſolicit car- 
neſihy for her Hand. Mademoiſelle 4% Ge- 
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: N Gun an was thundeiſtruck at a 
88 xd in Terms fo very extraog- 
-for a es Lady, os he did not ceaſe to 
15 7 8 Addreſſes, which ſo pro- 
red EY haugbty Girl, chat ſhe reſolved to 
"bum ance, . Some little Time after- 
| © was obliged to go iuto another 
part Province bon Affairs which would 
neceffarily detain him ſeveral Weeks. Ma- 
demoifelle de Gevincourt took this ee 
tupity to fortify the Caſtle ia which ſhe 
hitherto Jized, with ber Kinſman, and 
Wo in it witch ſome of her Friends | 
ehen returned, ſhe refuſed him 
Admittanice, and ordered him to be 715 

otherwiſe ſhe would Fire upon him 
25 


Attendants from the Windows; the old 
Fire in Deſpair, . r aſter died wi 
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oo) ame and Grief for the Treatment he 


ceived from his Charge ; this Affair 

* great Noiſe over all the” Province, 
eVery one was pleaſed with the Spirit and Re- 
FRtfon of Mademoiſelle de Gevincourt, her 
Axtompliſmments, the Charms 'of her 
„her noble Birth, aud ber great Riches 
broug tas infiumerableCroud of Li vers to her 
et, but there was not one heed, them, 
who in her Opinion was worthy of her Heart. 


It Was this incomp 1 12 Cody 
_ the old Marg uis 
dve'Fetrefs yo h, ew.” Irs 
905 Iücrant of her extreme Haage, 
A dher declared Averſion to Marriage, founded 
n ber own Fondneſs for for Liberty", and 
fire "of Rule; bur he hoped every thing 
from the extraordinary Merit of his Nephew, 
Whoſe Fame too vaſt ſor his Ct 
tegcech itſelf over all Europe, zn 
fheObj jectof Univerſal Ad mii a 
ne KMitered himfelf that Mademoſe 4 
Iintourt would be charmed with 1 Chara 
that ſo nearly reſembled her own; but he 900 
not think it proper to a his Deſign 
10 bis Nephew, the Sight, of ademoiſcltc 
1 Gr court, he juſtly thou 

e” fluence upon his Heart, 2 

uments ar cven his AY 15771 
ineſined to make uſe of ty, 1 
acquainted with the- Chevalier 
the 'Countels of Berci, and I 
mn Obſtacle to the Succeſs of hi 
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111 eee N 1 
e . prudent. to thisk, ,of 


e La. er be is 

ded a., great m/t auty, 

de. Gevincourt, and therefore 
8 ight, throw 


| apt doubting, 

ſo 1 Lak; ne a Yrs) 

great. e as his own, hg bave 1 
bl n hoſe r 

was but doo certain. e 


The old Marquis having been taken up 
ſeveral Days e 


77 e 
bis Nepbe w 
„ a r bit Koa Zane 


Party for the Chet which cou 

| 4 bis Purpole. When this Tb 
once entered his + Head, he wondered how 

he could be ſo long before he hit upon it, he 

. ge ene ite the fair Amazon, for ſo 


over Gaſcony, to ho 
| this. hi Honig March with aw, Ma 
Gevincourt inſtantly complied 
with. 57 Invitation, ſhe had a 2 Deſire 
to ſee the Chevalier des Eſſars, of wbom ſhe 
ſhe beard the moſt extravagant Encomjums, 
took à more then ordinary Care 1 Day 


in ſettiog off ber lovely Perſon to eatelt 
Advantage, her Pride would not 22 er 06 


vagal acknowledge to herſelf that ſhe had. 
ET 


Chevaler's Heart, yet; 
help thinking ſuch a Goring, 8 
eſt would add greatly to the 
2 aud the o 


eputation af 
no G e 
26 2 | 
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a Te Hin af teen. iſ 


liants, which bright as He were, yielded in 
Lu [rey to 1 eee large blue E LIE 4 

tops ths coldeſt | Heart ak AS 

y their pierei 
ed | fy 6 2 74 A 

2 55 * the managed with a Grace. wholly 1 
4 2 des Ear, 
e 455 


whiter than 570 it was 8 1 5 Tl. 
city and Sweetneſs 23 
white as 
IT; ;.in this Eg ſo well Gates to 
Lf — er Air and 7 


doe Ni 55 555 22 ys e, 

upon a ve ne ch he m 

Weh equal 2M and ieee 

Faces of his je FONG Bhs Fire 11 
arkled in bis Eyes, „ bis martial Air, ſoon 

4 [covered him to Mademailelle' de Gevincourt, 


5 had Je 1 che 25 As for 
geting, a few oments be E td quis 
les Sint HO POET M63 adv go. 
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the” St the noble . 


d che mutual Tae 
| and the charming Ara; 
beheld each other, but the Effects of this ns 
terview were vaſtly different in 
demoiſelle Ze Gevinconre loft in a 1 
that Inſenſibility of which, ne kind Funerto 
_ braſted, and | gv e. 89 0 
ot the Chevalier, while ber Beauty 
7 it tealy was, found his As 10 filled 
the Idea of the Counteſs of Bryci, tha 
it Are no other Sentimehts for” her than 


gallant "Compliment which ſent new Atrows 
to ber Heart. Mademoiſelle 4% Gevincourt 


found a ſecret Charm in every Thing he ſaid 
and did; the fearce ever removed her Eyes 
from his Face z ſaperiot to the little AM, 
tim and Reſerve of her Sex, ſhe was 486 
licoht to conceal the favourable Sentiment 
s entertained for him; they never ſeparated: 
the Chace. The old Marquis des E 
| Ern could hardly contain his Joy at a Succeſs 


„ ee. he did not doubt 
but 


* TR perſeAly. bid from the 
re Chace finiſhed with the taking, of : 


but the Wit and Learning of Mademoiſelle 4 
Ceuincaurt would finiſi what her Beauty had 
begun, and entirely eraſe all Remembrance ( 
2 of Berci.. Chevalier indec 


— — 

-40 —— Wit io lively 
and poignant. Mademoiſelle de Geviricourt hay 
been too much uſed to make ſuch ſudden Con- 
queſts, to deubt that her Charms had 
their ordinary Effects : ſhe liſtened with Plea- 
2 to the rapturous Language 7 — from 
her 
P then 
agranger to, yet ſhe anſwered him with 
been eaſx Raillery, and 2 — 
ver were ber — re- 


large Stag, and the Company being now. vt 
ij much fatigurd, they were preparing to re- 


turn home, when a furious Baar ruſhed out 


ef Wood that was near them, and diſperſed 

both che Hunters and the Dogs i in an Inſtant; 
_ the intrepid: Chevalier alone diſdained not to 
- By, be threw bimſel off his Horſe, and ad- 


511i vancing 


Sevo in bis Hand, he — it op — 
Hat in the Body of the terrible Braft': the 
— — ht rage — 


J ey 
ſuppoſing his — het; hefnit 
loud Orr of Crier Grief and Conſternatiom; be 

was to his Affi ſtance, when the fair 


— Mademoiſelle de Gevincourt, "off 
her Horſe, flew to'raiſe him from the Ground, 


— — Hope and Fear, and wit the 
Terror and Grief printasiupon er 


lovely Face. The Chevalier was already opon 
beralifing Hand, The Marquis was byrtis 
her arquis was 

Tune come up to them, as well as the reſt bf 
| 8 their Fears were now turned 
10 Jay-and Eultation; they 
tie ier upon the Vi 


congratulated 
ictory he had gained. 
Mademoiſelle % Gevincourt's Emotions had 
been visible, that there was not one in dhe 
Company who doubred of her Love to the 
Chevalier; ſhe complimented him, d well 
as the reſt, on his Valour, but the — 5 
in her fair> Face while the was 
made it evident, that the Danger he had fo 
lately eſ was ſtill moſt in her T 
Tho Chevalier, in Imitation of Meleager, cut 
ef che Head of the Boar, and laid it at the 
| Feet of this fairer Atalanta, as 2 Trophy con- 
-ſecrated»ro-her Beauty. She: it ſmile- -— 
ing, together with the * Offer to 
ener attend 


a5 . 
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ne begged Permifion to viſit her, which he 
obtained without Di : but he returned 
t his Uncle more pleaſed than captivated 
ions of the lovely Amazou. 
Rasi i 10 DARGMIIOGNY 90: 7: 
fions,” on bear- 

| "of the Chevalier: che Term 
reſeribed by the King for his Appearance, 


M8. TON 237 


* 


Menn 


Month vrefcribed to che lhe; . 
quis dr Saint: Sa, arrived at Paris : 
id ſpent ſeveral Months in-Search of Ve- 
riigue, but to no Purpoſe; and eager to ſee 
Weeks" ſooner than the Time on which he 
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The Hiſtory of the Chev. de Ber 


as the Conduct of that Friend now ſeemed to 
bim. On his Arrival he was informed, that 
is Son had been beforchand with him, and 
he was dangerouſly wounded, as well ay 

bis. n TT he brave old Man was pi- 
at his Son's orwardneſs in ſnatchwg 

is Combat out of bis, Hands: it looked as 
he thought him unequal to the Taſk, and 
was appftehenſive that it might be ima - 
ined; bis Son had, by his Command, met the 
Duet of Polen in bis Read. Theſe. Confide- 
rations,. although they excited ſome Reſent- 
ment in che brave old Soldier, yet could not 
obliterate the Tendet neſe of the 5.4 he 


archioneſs, his Wife, and ſet out immediate- 
4 for Champiegny, to viſit him. No- 

ing paſſed at this Interview, but kind En- 
dearments on one Side, and ſubmiſſive Plead · 
ings for Pardon on the other. The young 
Marquis _ 2 every Day 115 and when 
Madam nt-Sauveur bis Motber, and 
the Counteſs of Berci his Siſter, arrived, they 


TR Notice of his Son's. Condition to the 


A bad the Satis faction to find him out of Danger. 


Their. Apprehenſions and Grief were now 


changed to Joy : the young Marquis's Reco- 


ver be them nothing to wiſh for but the 
Sigh of the Chevalier des &fſers,. and the Diſ- 
covery of Ferague, to make them entirely 


| happy. The Friends of the Count of Polan, 


freing that both he and his brave Antagoniſt 
were quite out of Danger, reſolved to recon- 
dle them to each other: they flattered them- 


Elves mm being able to effect this the more 
. 


i end the unte of Betts. Jet 
eiſfly;” as neither of them had any Advantage 
over the other, and their Quarrel was occa- 
fioned rather by a Point of Honour, than any 
lajury given or received. The Count of Pv. 
tas and the young Marquis de Saint · Sas 
had a muttal Admiration of each other's V 
four 2 there is x ſecret Sympathy in brave arid 
gene ros Minds, which inſenſibly producey 
— Kindneſs. The Count of Polar 
readily embraced an Opportunity of viſiting 
the Marquis, with a common Friend of t 
dot: and met with a moſt polite Reception 
ſrom the Father and the Son. The two Mars 
ſent at this Interview, which 8 ty 
the Liberty of the Count of for the 
Charms of Madam de Brrei made ſo abfolute 


be Count was you 


faying the moſt common Things in a manner 
ſo iprecable, that his Converſation, by the 
Ladies eſpecially, was always thought pleaſing, 
Madam de Berri“ Heart was too little at Eaſe, 


to tate avy' Delight in the agreeable Liveliz 
> of thi dung Nobleman, who know: 


lent, took every Opportunity 
to diſplay thoſe happy Spirits Laich zal 
od Humour and Chearfulneſs wherever h 
me. The fined Melancholy that af 


oY K | - 
0 In 


Atence ©opon his Heart, chat loſing 


Pie and Vivacity, which ſo particularly diſtin- 


hint, he decume penſive and feſerved 
without knowing that be was ſo. He eaſihy 
found a Pretence for ſtaying at Champirgny 
a-few Days, during which he Joſt no Oppor- 
tunity* of ſeeing the Counteſs of Berci; but 
theſe frequent laterviews increaſed his Flame 7 
without affording him Jope of hi ever 
being more happy. He faw her ſo wholly 
ehzrofſed by Grief, that he durſt not tnake 
any" Declaration of his'Sentiments ; he only 
ifttreated her to accept of his Services on every 
Occaſion that offered, to defend her Inno- 
cence: but be made this Requeſt wich à Zeal 
ſo animated, with ſuch apparent Tenderneſs 
in bis Voice and Eyes, that the Counteſs, who 
knew too'much of the Paſſion of Love berſelf, 


to miſlake the Cauſe of ſuth extraordinary Emo- 


tions; eaſiſy perceived the Impreſfion ſhe had 
made in his Heart, which, conſidering him as 
an Enemy to the Chevalier des E furt, rather 
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He cemonſtrated to the King, 
lier's Guilt could no longer be 
, ſince he had neglected to lay hold of 
” 22 had given him ſo 

| C mity of clearing himſelf; be 
bs Crime, as the Ferrors of his Conſcience; / 
as be was allowed to be, he wand 

Xt bave ſhupned the offcred Combat, had he 
not known. he bad a bad Cauſe ta ſupport, / 
The Count then humbly intreated his Majcy.. 
to revoke the Pardon he bad ay 1 
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304 The Hing of the Chev. an Bferr 
Chevalier des Effars,: and to ſuffer Juſtice to 

be executed upon the Murderer of his Brother; 
or at leaſt, if in bis Abſence any one was pre- 
ſumptuous enough to maintain his Cauſe, to 
permit him to challenge him to the Field, and 
truſt his Vengeance to the Deciſion of Arms. 


The King did not thiok fit to grant all that 
the Count of Polan demanded, but contented 


| himſelf with declaring, that if in the Space of 


three Weeks the Chevalier des Ears did not 
appear to anſwer, the Count's Challenge, or 
ſome one for him, bis Pardon ſhould be can- 
celled, and his Perſon wherever he could be 
ſeized, delivered into the Hands of Juſtice. 
He then commanded, that the Combat ſhould 
be fought on Horſeback, and in his Preſence ; 
that the Combatants ſhould be in compleat Ar- 
mour, according to the ancient Cuſtom of the 
Kingdom of France. The old Marquis de Sgint- 
Sauveur hearing of this Decree, diſpatched his 
Son immediately. to Gaſcony in Search of the 
Chevalier, although he was bardly yet reco- 
vered of his Wound; and having prevailed 
with the King to order that all Proceedings 
againſt the Counteſs his Daughter ſhould 
be ſtopt, till farther Informations could be 
had with regard to her Huſband's Murder, 
he fixed his Refidence at Champiegny, expect - 
ing with great Anxiety and- jence the 
Event of the young Marquis's Journey, in 
which they were all ſo much concerned. 


- The END ur Third PART, 


